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Pay: It's 
3.5% in 
stages 


PAY FOR the Armed Forces 
is to rise by an average of just 
under 3.5 per cent in an 
award staged over nine 
months. 

The 3,2 to 3.8 per cent rises 
recommended by the Armed 
Forces Pay Review Body have 
been accepted by the Govern¬ 
ment, However, in line with 
other public sector awards, the 
Government has decided on 
staged payment - an increase of 
between 2,2 and 2,8 per cent 
being paid from April 1, wilh a 
further one per cent from 
December 1. 

When the award is complete. 
Royal Navy captains will receive 
between £133.37 and £163*51 a 
day depending on seniority, 
while ABs will get £36.10 (Scale 
B) to £38,42 (Scale A). 

Charges up 

The rises will he offset to 
some degree by a similarly 
staged increase of between ten 
and 25 per cent in Service family 
quarters charges to bring them 
more into line with civilian 
equivalents. 

Other recommendations by 
the AFPRB include provision 
lor an X-factor pay rise from 
11,5 to 12 per cent, although 
there will be no such increase for 
the Reserves. 

And there will be a leap iu the 
basic rate of pay for work of an 
objectionable nature (PWON) - 
from £2.29 a day to £4. 

Rises in additional pay. diving 
and submarine pay. Long 
Service at Sea Bonus and separa¬ 
tion allowance will be broadly in 
line - and staged - with ihe pay 
increase. The Reserve Forces 
length of service increment goes 
from 2(Jp a day to K2p. 

Frozen 

In the ease of separation 
allowance t he 30-day qualifying 
period for the first year and the 
need lo re-qualify annually have 
been removed, 

London pay will be frozen 
with a view to ending it next 
year. However* the Review Body 
has recommended that the 
Ministry of Defence should sub¬ 
mit proposals this year for an 
alternative system. 

Food charges will rise by 1.3 
per cent, and new charges for 
single accommodation - which 
have now been separated from 
family quarters charges - range 
from a reduction of £22 a year 
for Grade 4 charges to a rise of 
£44 for senior officers. 

Senior salaries* medical and 
dental officers will be subject to 
separate recommendations. 


SKILL KWUDS 

GWEN GO-MU! 



Safe and sound ... the two youngest of the 
Albanian boat people tuck into "nutty" and biscuits 
on board HMS Brazen* pictured above on Adriatic 
patrol by CPO(PHQT) Chris North. 


HMS BRAZEN has rescued 
30 Albanian boat people from 
a sinking craft in the Adriatic. 

The Type 22 frigate's Lynx heli¬ 
copter spotted a rigid inflatable 
adrift in bad weather 35 miles east 
of Brindisi, 

"They were soaking wet and 
suffering from hypothermia and 
shock" Brazen's Flight 
Commander Lt Rhett Hatcher told 
Navy News. 

"One of them spoke a little 
English and we discovered that 
three of their number had been 
lost overboard during the night 
after their engine had broken 
down 18 hours before. 


"Their boat was breaking up 
underneath them and they were 
hand baling to keep afloat" 

The survivors* who included two 
young women and two children 
aged two and five* were given dry 
clothing* hot food and drink and 
medication before being trans¬ 
ferred to the Italian corvette Urania 
to be taken to Brindisi, h was 
believed that their boat had origL 
nally set out from Vlore in Albania. 

HMS Brazen has been on patrol 
on NATO duties in the Adriatic 
with the Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean followed by a train¬ 
ing period in the Western 
Mediterranean. 


ABOLITION of the 
Royal Navy’s most 
junior rank, and flexi¬ 
ble pay scales with 
more emphasis on 
rewards for skills are 
among the main rec¬ 
ommendations which 
have been agreed fol¬ 
lowing a wide-ranging 
review of the struc¬ 
ture of the Services. 

Discussion is continuing on 
many of the 151 recommen¬ 
dations made hv Sir Michael 
Bett in his Independent 
Review of the Armea Forces 
Manpower, Career and 
Ren i it n era I ion Stn t ctures - 
known as the Bett Review. 

In a written answer to a 
Parliamentary question. Armed 
Forces Minister Nicholas Sonmes 
said a final announcement on ihe 
review recommendations would he 
made in the summer* However, con- 
• Turn to back page 


Still value 
for money 


RISING prices of paper mean 
that Navy News will cost you an 
extra I Op from next month - the 
first increase in the cover price 
for 15 months. 

The newspaper of the Royal Navy 
still offers top value for money* as so 
many of our readers keep telling us. 

And this year we are offering three 
free supplements with the main edi¬ 
tion - spotlighting the new Clyde 
Naval Base (May); the RN-led Royal 
Tournament (July); and Naval avia¬ 
tion in the jet age (October). 

•Subscription orders received 
before the end of this month will still 
be charged at the old rate of £12 for 
12 issues or £33 for a three-year sup¬ 
ply (overseas rates £15.50 and £39). 
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rBrave rescue of four in catamaran^ 

ferred to the frigate and the 
catamaran was taken in tow 
to the island of St Martin. 

HMS Brave has also 
received recognition for ear¬ 
lier achievements - namely 
the Empress of India 
Rosebowl and the Fleet 
Close-Range Trophy. The 
first was awarded for Exocet 
non-firing assessments in 
1994-95, and the latter for 
the best close-range teams, 
covered firings, drills and 
standards in 1995. 

The Close-Range Trophy 
takes the form of an award of 
£250 for members of the 
close-range gunnery teams 
to buy individually engraved 
tankards. 

Both awards were pre¬ 
sented during his visit to the 
ship by Flag Officer Surface 
Flotilla, Vice Admiral John 
Brigstocke, president of the 
Gunnery Officers Assoc¬ 
iation. 


Marriage 
leavers 
right ends 

THE RIGHT to leave the 
Navy on grounds of marriage 
is to be withdrawn from the 
only section of the RN com¬ 
munity who have it - female 
ratings who are not Jiahle for 
sea service. 

It has been decided to with¬ 
draw the right as it is seen as 
inconsistent with laws on sex dis¬ 
crimination. Naval personnel 
affected are Servicewomen who 
joined before September I, 1990 
and who have not volunteered to 
go to sea. 

The Chief of Staff to the 
Second Sea Lord has written to 
all female ratings who will Jose 
the reserved right following 
notice of its withdrawal signalled 
by the Deputy Chief of the 
Defence Staff (Programmes and 
Personnel) on February 5. 

Withdrawal is effective from 
March 8. The entitlement to give 
IH months notice or to apply for 
release on compassionate or 
other grounds is not affected. 

Model meeting 

SMALL talk will be the main 
reason for an international get- 
together at the National 
Maritime Museum April IK-2d. 

The museum plans to bring 
together modelmakers, collec¬ 
tors, historians and conservators 
for a conference on Ship Models 
from the Great Age of Sail. 


BOUNTY 
PAPERS 
ON SALE 


PAPERS concerning a 
teenage midshipman sen¬ 
tenced to be hanged for 
alleged complicity in the 
Bounty mutiny are likely 
to fetch up to Lb.lHH) when 
they come up for auction 
this month. 

LeIters and poems by 
and about Peter Heywood 
chronicle the reactions of 
himself, his family and 
friends - and Cap! Bligh - 
to his 1792 court martial 
conviction for mutiny. 

Although the 15-year- 
old was damned by Bligh 
as “of the blackest dye”, it 
seems Hey wood was 
wrongly convicted and his 
own letters are an elo¬ 
quent testimony to his 
sense of injustice. 

Following a campaign 
by his sister he was par¬ 
doned and remained in 
the Service to rise to the 
rank of captain. 

The papers come under 
the hammer at Bonhams 
on March 20. 




DGdVGr yUGD 

back on 
the straight 
and narrow 


HMS Beaver chops off miles as she returns 
through the Corinth Canal en route to her NATO 
patrol area in the Adriatic. 

The Type 22 frigate is a member of the Standing 
Naval Force Atlantic undertaking Sharp Guard opera¬ 
tions off former Yugoslavia. 

As well as embargo tasks she has exercised in the 
Ionian Sea, visited Greek and Italian ports and exer¬ 
cised with other STANAVFORLANT ships in the west¬ 
ern Mediterranean. 

Beaver, which has been away from her Devonport 
base since before Christmas, is due to return in May. 


10 senior 
officers 
reduced 
in status 

THE HOMES of ten senior 
Naval officers are among 
those that have lost their sta¬ 
tus as official Service resi¬ 
dences (OSRs) following the 
results of a study into repre¬ 
sentational entertainment in 
the Armed Forces. 

In all, 30 Service residences 
have been dropped from the list 
of 75 OSRs while three have 
been added. Four more will go 
over the next 18 months as posts 
Lapse. 

The recommendations by Sir 
Peter Cazalet, who conducted 
the study, were accepted by the 
Ministry of Defence in May. 
Since then MOD has been work¬ 
ing to implement them. 

Staff cut 

The OSRs that are being 
downgraded include a vice admi¬ 
ral's residence in Middlesex; the 
homes of three rear admirals and 
a commodore in Hampshire; 
those oF a vice admiral, captain 
and commodore in Devon, and 
two commodores' homes in 
Scotland. 

The three which have acquired 
OSR status include vice admi¬ 
rals' residences in Naples and 
Avon. 

At the same time MOD has 
plans to more than halve the 
house staff available for senior 
officers, bringing the total num¬ 
ber down from 234 to 108 over 
the next 12 months. 

Most of the holders of the 
downgraded residences will 
remain in their homes but will 
not be eligible for entertainment 
allowance, refurbishment allow¬ 
ance or domestic staff. 

Supplementary support for 
official entertaining will be met 
through contract or pooled 
arrangements. The need for such 
entertainment and the resources 
to support it will he kept under 
review. 

New Comms 
Centre at 
Northwood 

A NEW communications centre 
has been opened at Northwood 
in preparation for the new 
Permanent Joint HO. 

The Comm con was opened by 
Col. Bill Lash RM, Assistant 
Chief of Staff (Comms and IS 
Policy) to C-in-C Fleet, The cen¬ 
tre will support the RN, RAF 
and NATO staffs at Northwood 
as well as units of the Fleet 
worldwide. 

The Naval and RAF person¬ 
nel who staff the facility will be 
joined by Army operators in 
April when the unit becomes tri- 
Service. 


‘Gulf syndrome’ 
probe ordered 


A TEAM of medical experts have been commissioned by the Ministry 
of Defence to investigate the health of Gulf War veterans. 


The wider research has been 
ordered amid the continuing con¬ 
cern by some personnel that their 
current illnesses are due to the 
effects of “Gulf War Syndrome". 

Announcing the investigation. 
Armed Forces Minister Nicholas 
Soames said it would he carried out 
by eminent specialists in the fields of 
toxicology, immunology, tropical 
diseases, epidemiology and birth 
defects. 

He said the experts agreed that so 
far there is no evidence to indicate 
the existence of a unique illness 
associated with service in the Gulf. 

The next stage of research will 
find out whether there is a higher 
rate of illness among Gulf veterans 
and whether there is a greater 
prevalence of birth defects among 
their children. Results will be pub¬ 


lished on completion of the work. 

The Ministry will also be commis¬ 
sioning research into alleged causes 
of Guff-re la ted illness, including the 
possibility of interact ion between 
the vaccinations received by Service 
personnel and nerve agents taken 
for protection against the threat of 
chemical attack. 

Mr Soames said MOD was 
encouraging serving and ex-serving 
personnel to come forward for 
assessment if they were concerned 
ahout their health as a result of Gulf 
service. 

•The Royal British Legion, 
which has campaigned for a wider 
medical investigation, has welcomed 
the announcement, but says results 
would be achieved faster if Britain 
joined a large-scale study already 
under way in the USA. 


FOUR French people 
have been saved from 
their dismasted, drifting 
catamaran by the West 
Indies Guardship HMS 
Brave. 

it was the fourth incident 
involving the Type 22 frigate 
since she began her 
Caribbean duties In 
December, As reported in 
last month's Navy News, the 
warship has already chalked 
up two drug busts totalling 
£110 million worth of nar¬ 
cotics, and the rescue of six 
Jamaican fishermen from 
almost certain death in their 
disabled craft. 

Brave's latest emergency 
came when she picked up a 
distress message from the 
catamaran Sun France after 
a large wave had snapped 
the boat's mainmast in 
winds of 30 knots. 

The crew of two men and 
two women from Bordeaux 


HMS Brave’s boat apparoches the dismasted catamaran to save its French crew of four. 


had tried to head for land 
using their engine, but it had 
not worked and they were 
adrift, battered by 20ft 
waves. 

The distress message was 


picked up by Brave's officer 
of the watch, Lt Mervyn 
Williams, who calculated 
that the helpless catamaran 
was only 20 miles away. The 
frigate was on the scene in 


an hour and Lt Justin 
Boorman, a fluent French 
speaker, was transferred to 
the damaged boat to assist 
the crew. 

Soon they were trans* 


CLYDE TAKES 


FOR THE first time in the his¬ 
tory of Clyde Naval Base, war¬ 
ships and aircraft have been 
under the control of Faslane 
HO in a major exercise off 
Scotland, 

As Joint Maritime Course 961 
began on February 19, more war¬ 
ships left Faslane together than 
ever before in the 30-year history 
of the base. In all, 17 surface ships, 
three submarines and up to 55 mil¬ 
itary aircraft were taking part in 
the two-week JMC, 

In the past, courses have been con¬ 
ducted from Maritime HQ Pitreavie, 
but with the closure of Rosyth Naval 
Base and the transfer of Flag Officer 
Scotland, Northern England and 
Northern Ireland to Faslane, the 
thrice-a-year event will now be centred 
there. 

Training staff 

The exercise has been taking place 
in the Irish Sea, around the Hebrides 
and in sea training areas off Scotland's 
west coast. It was being controlled 
from Faslane’s Maritime Operations 
Centre by the Joint Maritime 
Operational Training Staff (JMOTS) 
normally based at RAF Turnhouse, 
near Edinburgh. 

Among the Royal Navy vessels tak¬ 
ing pan have been Type 42 destroyers 
HMS Glasgow and Nottingham, the 
Type 22s HMS Battleaxe, Campbel- 
lown and Sheffield, the Type 23 HMS 
Monmouth, HM submarine Talent and 
the minehunters HM ships Atherstone, 
Quorn, Sand own and Walney. 

Other NATO warships" involved 
include a US destroyer, two Spanish 
frigates, and a Norwegian and a Danish 
submarine. 

Command of the Naval forces fell to 
Capt Roger Ainsley embarked in 
Battleaxe. 


CONTROL 


Faslane debut as major sea-exercise centre 
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IN BRIEF 


Type 21 s remembered 


A WREATH is laid from HMS Westminster in Falkland Sound 
over the wreck of HMS Ardent - by CPQ Ian Turner, the Ardent's 
helicopter controller when she was sunk on the first day of the 
amphibious landings there, 21 May 1982. 

Divers f rom HMS Westminster also replaced the White Ensign 
on the wreck of the other Type 21 frigate lost in the conflict, HMS 
Antelope. 


In atrocious weather, the 
commander of the aircraft, Lt 
Brian Nicholas, passed flying 
control to the observer, Lt 
C huck Norris, in the rear of the 
aircraft. Using a special joystick 
control, Lt Norris was belter 

E ositinned to manoeuvre the 
elicoptcr over the raft while 
LACMN Rob McKee lowered 
POACMN Phil Warrington on 
the winch wire. 

Two men in the raft were lift¬ 
ed off without incident, then the 
last two men were winched up 
together because of fears that 
the wind and sea might tip over 
the liferaft if just one man was 
left in it. 

As they were being brought 
up the heavy sea conditions 
caused the wire to catch on the 
plate on the aircraft, bending it 
and causing the wire to drop 3ft. 

"My initial thought was that 
the winch was going to pan 
company," said PO Warrington. 
There was a stressed motor on 
the winch and it packed up for a 
while. Eventually Lt Norris and 
Roh McKee helped to pull the 
winch up," 

Hypothermia 

Two of the fishermen had 
minor injuries and all were suf¬ 
fering from shock and mild 
hypothermia. They were flown 
to Treliske Hospital, Truro. 

The earlier incident hap¬ 
pened when 47-ycar-old photog¬ 
rapher Lionel Coates had been 
swept UKlyds out to sea by a 
huge wave while taking pictures 
on the beach at Porlhlcven, 
Cornwall, A passer-by alerted 
the Coastguard who then scram¬ 
bled the search and rescue heli¬ 
copter from Culdrose. 

Less than 20 minutes later the 
Sea King was on the scene .. . 

jumped into Ihe water 
because the casualty's head was 
going underwater and speed was 
of the essence," said 
C POACMN (Diver) Dave 
Wallace. “Being free of the 
winch wire also gave me much 
greater manoeuvrability.” 

Regardless of the icy water 
and large swell, he was able to 
partially deflate his lifejacket to 
swim behind Mr Coates who was 
6ft tall and weighed more than 
16 stone. From that angle he was 
able to pul the strop around 
him. 

Mr Coates was also flown to 
Treliske Hospital where he was 
treated for hypothermia. 


HMS SULTAN Theatre Club's 
James Bond spoof Never 
Say Never,.. Ever!' runs from 
11-13 March at 7,3Gp.m, 

n n n 

HMS OSPREY has received 
this year's 44 Power for Efficiency 
and Productivity" award pre¬ 
sented from Southern Electric 
PLC for conservation measures 
undertaken in 1994. 

non 

'SHIPMATES o' Mine', an 
evening of sea songs and 
maritime music, will be held 
at Chatham Historic 
Dockyard Church on April 27 
at 7.30a.m.Tickets ZB from 
Jenny Hope, tel 01634 
812551. 

n n n 

THE P l .A IN E ngl ish Cam pa i gn 
is inviting entries for its Inside 
Write Awards* given to the clear¬ 
est internal Government dticu- 
ment. Entries by RN personnel 
or civil servants to Jackie 
Savage, QMD f>. Room 613, 
Northumberland House, 

London WC2M 5BP by May H, 

n n n 

THE WATERFRONT Store on 
Coaling Pier in Portland 
Naval Base has dosed after 
serving visiting ships since 
1974 now that Naval Shores 
Support for the area has 
passed to the Naval Air 
Station. 

Seamen 
unite in 
Victory 

A NEW association has been 
formed for past and present 
members of the Royal Navy 
Seaman Branch following a 
social evening on board HMS 
Vietwy. 

Aim of the Seaman Specialist 
Comrades Association is to hold 
bi-annual reunions to maintain 
continuity between serving and 
retired members. (See contact 
numbers and details of next 
reunion on page 22), 


TAKING a steady hold on the hand-rail on HMS Trenchant’s fin Is Air 
Marshal Peter Squire, Deputy Chief of Defence Staff , Personnel and 
Programmes, who paid a visit to the submarine at sea. 


Accompanied by Capt 
Alistair Lyall, Captain of 
the Second Submarine 
Squadron, and welcomed 
on board by the CO, Cdr 
David Humphrey, the Air 
Marshal was given a com¬ 


prehensive tour of the 
boat and fully briefed on 
her operation by com¬ 
partment watchkeepers. 

He was particularly 
interested in the weapon 
stowage compartment, 


the weapon discharge 
system and the complexi¬ 
ty of attacks with either 
torpedoes or the Royal 
Naval Sub Harpoon mis¬ 
siles. Later the opera¬ 
tions team demonstrated 
both Tigerfish and Sub 
Harpoon tactics in exer¬ 
cise attacks against sim¬ 
ulated targets, 

A highly experienced 
flyer, the Air Marshal was 
delighted to be given the 
chance to steer the 5,000- 
tonne submarine, and his 
prowess at the helm tend¬ 
ed to confirm that the 
motion of a dived subma¬ 
rine is much the same as 
that of an aircraft in flight. 




Twitchers 

reach 

gold 

THIS YEAR sees the 5flth 
anniversary of the RN Bird 
Watching Society, 

The Society, which started 
recording sightings during ocean 
voyages and visits in 1946, has 
now grown into a highly respect¬ 
ed organisation. Contributing to 
knowledge of the environment 
by offering seafarers the oppor¬ 
tunity to include iheir records. 
The society now includes navies 
and merchant services world¬ 
wide, And a Commander in the 
Romanian Navy joined during 
1995. 

The RNBWS annual jour¬ 
nal. *Sea Swallow,’ which 
includes records from its mem¬ 
bers, will this year be launched 
hy the society's Patron, HRH 
Tne Duke of Edinburgh, at a 
Jubilee AGM al the Royal 
Geographical Society in 
London, on 6th December. 
There is a special prize for the 
best article from a new contribu¬ 
tor to the journal. 

New members are always 
welcome, and further details are 
available from, the Hon 
Secretary, Col Peter Smith RM, 
at 19, Downiands Way, South 
Wonston, Winchester, Hants, 
S02I 3HS. 


THE LIVES of four Belgian trawlermen were saved by a Navy rescue helicopter during a 
hazardous operation in which there were fears at one stage that the aircraft winch wire 
was about to break. 


POLISH Navy Training Slop 
Orp Iskra visited Portsmouth 
last month, three days late alter 
batlling from the Azores against 
contrary winds. 

n n n 


Namesake ships visiting 
Scotland’s chief cities 


Braving rough sc a a, winds 
of 55 knots and weather- 
induced mishap, the Sea 
King crew from RN air sta¬ 
tion Culdrose nevertheless 
plucked the men from their 
wave-battered liferaft and 
flew them to safety. 

The feat came days after 
another aircrewman from 
Culdrose had left the com para- 
live safety of his winch wire to 
jump into the sea to save the life 
of a drowning man. 

The Belgians, including a 
father and two sons, abandoned 
their sinking, 90ft vessel about 
40 miles off Newquay. The Sea 
King, of 771 Naval Air 
Squadron, was scrambled at 5 
am and by the time it reached 
the scene 45 minuted later, the 
trawler had sunk. 


Heavy sea 


SCOTLAND’S premier warships, the Type 42 destroyers HMS Glasgow and Edinburgh, 
are renewing their ties with the cities whose names they bear. 


/ to** 1 


was Mrs Anne Heseltinc, who 
launched the ship at Birkenhead in 
1963. 

She has now sailed for a period of 
operations that will include a visit 
to Edinburgh before she sails for 
the Gulf to take part in the 
Armilla Patrol. 


areas. 

Guest of honour al the ceremony 


HMS Glasgow paid a fsix.-day 
visit last month, having lately 


returned from a six month 
patrol in the Adriatic. 
Meanwhile HMS Edinburgh was 
rededicated in Portsmouth after a 
major refit in Rosyth followed by 
trials in the Channel exercise 


Quarters 

sold 

ALMOST 150 married 
quarters have been sold 
to two housing associa¬ 
tions acting on behalf of 
Plymouth City Council. 

The 147 properties on 
the Furse Park estate at 
Barne Barton are empty 
and surplus to require¬ 
ments. Manager of the 
Defence Housing Estate 
in Plymouth, Lt Col 
Ronald Overd, said the 
sale conditions include 
nominating rights, which 
means that any home¬ 
less ex-Service people 
nominated in the area by 
the DHE. would be 
housed by the city coun¬ 
cil. 


SAR crews 


flu 

Options 


uangerous days 
for Culdrose 


Air Marshal 
takes flight 
in Trenchant 
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WREN SEA SHORTAGE TACKLED AS . . . 


More female 
senior rates 
are 'grown' 

WITHOUT discrimination, it is once again time to turn Drafty’s attention principally 
to women only 1 matters. 



So what does Women’s Sea 
Service Co-ordination actually 
involve? 

Well, l here are two facets to 
the job, firstly that of being 
responsible for ensuring that the 
Fleet is manned with the most 
effective mix of appropriately 
trained male and female ratings 
and secondly, to be the main 
point of contact for information 
regarding the rules and regula¬ 
tions and entitlement to materni¬ 
ty leave and allowances* 

The first part of the job 
requires WSSC to liaise with 
other drafting sections to make 
sure that when women are due to 
be relieved at sea there is suitable 
relief and that accommodation 
will be available. 

There may be occasions when 
a female Ls being sent to sea in a 
particular billet for the first lime 


WSSC is Lt Cdr Bob 
Carr on Centurion 
extension 2648 


and this will require liaison with 
the the ship to ensure the indi¬ 
vidual can be fitted-in. This is 
particularly true of artificers who 
ideally need to serve on the same 
ship throughout their training 
and Ihercffore need to be able to 
serve on board as junior and 
senior rates* 

Early days 

Many of you will be aware that 
wc still have too few female 
senior rates at sea. We are 'grow¬ 
ing' more, particularly in the 
technical branches, but it is still 
relatively early days yet for those 
who joined with a sea liability to 
have been advanced to Petty 
Officer. 


SHIPOI 

MON 

POSTCARD SUBS 

'■ THE 

TH 

CRIPTION 

Build an exciting and 
interesting collection 
of photographs of t 
ships of the Royal ‘ 
Navy 


THIS MONTH'S 
FEATURED SHIP IS HMS 
HECLA AN OCEAN 
SURVEY VESSEL 

NAVY NEWS, HMS 
NELSON, 

QUEEN STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH 

POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy 
News. Payment by Credit 
Card (UK & Abroad). Please 
use coupon on page 4 

/ year's 
subscription 

ONLY £1 0.50 

£12.50 Surface Mail Abroad 


CREDIT CARD NEWS 



The above Credit Cards will be accepted on all Navy News orders OVER £4. Please fill in 
coupon and attach lo order. 

Please debit my ,*****,«,*..,,..**„,.... .card 


My order is all ached tor 
Cardholders Name: .. 


Cardholders Address: 


Card Number 

Amount 



T 

_ 


Expiry Dale 

i 

Cardholders Signature Telephone Number 






The termoil of redundancy is 
now about half way through. This 
has been an additional turbu¬ 
lence factor but we continue to 
maintain just under 600 sea¬ 
going billets for females with 
Grafton and Somerset the latest 
to have women on board. 

The inflexible accommodation 
In our current class of ships 
means that the balance between 
male and female numbers in dif¬ 
ferent branches is one which has 
to be managed carefully and con¬ 
strains Drafty in his daily juggling 
act. 

No apologies for reiterating 
some of the rules and regualtions 
and in some cases teaching 
Granny etc., etc***. Despite what 
the old dinosaur apparently still 
thinks, Servicewomen who 
be com e p regna nt a re not 
required to leave the Service, 
nothing could be further from 
the truth. 

It is the woman's duty to 
ensure that her Commanding 
Officer is aware at the earliest 
opportunity that she is pregnant, 
thus allowing the Navy to make 
all necessary provisions for her 
health and safety. 

Danger 

Working in ships can be a dan- 
crous business and once you 
now you are pregnant you 
should not work or go on board 
ship. 

Please remember that it is 
your duty - in law - to make sure 
that your employer knows when 
you are pregnant, it is only then 
that the MOD can lake the nec¬ 
essary precautions to protect you 
and your child. 

A pregnant Servicewoman is 
entitled to continue working 
right until the week that her baby 
is due and where she is unable 
(for health or safety reasons) to 
work in her normal environment 
alternative employment will be 
found. 

Only in very exceptional cir¬ 
cumstances and where suitable 
alternative employment of any 
kind cannot be found* may a 
Servicewoman he sent on leave 


(MOD approval is required.) 

What options are available 
when you find (hat you are preg¬ 
nant and thispregnancy has been 
confirmed? The choices are sim¬ 
ple, you may leave the Service or 
you may have your baby and 
return to work. 

Rules 

However, while the choice is 
simple, the rules are more com¬ 
plicated. 

The Release Centres at HMS 
Nelson, HMS Drake and HMS 
Neptune (who are the designated 
units for maternity leave arrange¬ 
ments) have at least one individ¬ 
ual who has an in-depth knowl¬ 
edge of maternity leave rules and 
you should seek advice from your 
nearest centre. 

WSSC is, however, always 


available if necessary, He may 
not know the answer but he wil 
know someone who does! 

A word of caution. You should 
be aware that in choosing to 
return to work you must meet all 
the requirements of service life, 
including duties, being drafted 
non preference (when necessary) 
and to be drafted to sea if you are 
liable for, and due, sea service. 

Many of those in branches in 
which time ashore is short may 
find themselves at, or close to, 
the top of the sea roster* 

You will recieve your entitle¬ 
ment to drafting notice, but in 
planning your return to work you 
should take note of this and 
ensure that all the necessary 
child care arrangements are in 
place well before you are due to 
join your ship. 


You should also remember 
that in the build-up period to sea- 
time you may have to undergo 
some PJTs. 

The planned Joint Service 
DO giving general publication of 
the information is still awaited 
and has again been reviewed to 
ensure commonality and equality 
of treatment across (he three 
Services; an issue date is not yet 
available. 

Contact point 

Only one, and in the chair 
since June last year when Lt Cdr 
Bale travelled north to be the 
harbourmaster at Scrabster. 
WSSC is now Lt Cdr Bob Carr on 
Centurion ext 2648 - there is an 
answerphonc attached to this 
extension so please fed free to 
leave a message. 



Home celebrates 
80th anniversary 

PRINCESS Alexandra and Dame Vera Lynn were among 
500 guests at a prestigious reception at Mansion House 
to mark the 80th anniversary of the Royal Star and 
Garter home for disabled sailors, soldiers and airmen. 

The Princess, who is President of the Home and Patron of 
Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service, was accom¬ 
panied by Sir Angus Ogflvy* 

The home's Chairman, Sir John Stlfrbon, spoke about the 
history home at Richmond, Surrey, and emphasised the con¬ 
tinuing need for the special care h provided. 

Palkiands veteran Simon Weston also spoke, thanking the 
many supporters and volunteers who did so much to keep the 
. home going. 



Dame Vera Lynn with Princess Alexandra at the 


reception^ 
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FACTS AND 
FIGURES 



Pennant no: A133, Length: 
260ft. Beam: 49ft, Draught: 
16ft, Displacement: 2,733 
tons. Cruising speed: In 
excess of 12 knots. 
Operating range: 12,000 
miles. Ship's company: 
121 } including 13 officers. 
Armament: 2 Oerfikon 
20mm guns. Aircraft: One 
Westland Lynx HAS 3 can 
be carried. Motto: 0e Fumo 
in Flammam - From smoke 
to flame. Badge: Four red 
fJames on a black ground. 


HISTORY OF DARING AND FORTITUDE 


NAMED after a volcano in Iceland, the first HMS Hecla was a bomb vessel commissioned in 1798. 
She was at Copenhagen in 18(11 as part of Nelson's force and gained a Battle Honour. 


A second bomb vessel fol¬ 
lowed in the name in 1815. After 
the Napoleonic Wars she was 
converted for surveying duties 
and became the flagship of t'dr 
William Edward Parry during his 
search for the Northwest 
Passage. 

Her epic voyages included an 
almost successful attempt to 
reach the North Pole in 1827 — 
the final trek over the ice by 
sledge failed - and the firs! pas- 
sage west of II0 degrees west, for 
which the ship's company 
received £5jO(K). She was the first 
RN vessel to overwinter in the 
Arctic. 

Third ship of the name was a 
six-gun paddle sloop. As a mem- 
her of the Bailie Fleet she took 
part in the bombardment of the 
fortress at Bormarsund in 1854. 

First issue 

During this action acting Mate 
Charles Lucas won the first 
Victoria Cross to he awarded for 
his bravery in throwing a live 
shell overboard, and thus pre¬ 


venting considerable loss of life. 

Lucas, who weni on to reach 
the rank of Rear Admiral, was 
later to lose his medals in a train, 
hut he bought replacements, 
which arc displayed in the 
National Maritime Museum. 

Capt Arthur Knyvci Wilson - 
who was First Sea Lord 1909- 
1912 - commanded the fourth 
Hecla. a former merchantman 
converted u> a torpedo depot 
ship in 1878. 

Spectator 

In 1883 some of Hecla's ship's 
company Formed a Naval brigade 
to support the Army at the Battle 
of El Teh. Wilson, officially a 
spectator, took the place of a fall¬ 
en Army officer and fought to 
such effect that he was awarded 
the Victoria Cross, one of the few 
Naval VCs to be won in a land 
battle. 

During the Second World War 
a 12,000-ton depot ship bore the 
name Hecla. Built by J, Brown. 
Clydebank, she was launched in 
March 1940, On the night of 


November 11, 1942. en route to 
Gibraltar, she was struck by two 
torpedoes. Early the next morn¬ 
ing she was attacked again, virtu¬ 
ally scaling her fate. 

The ship’s company were in 
the process of abandoning ship 
assisted by HMS Marne when 
both vessels were hit by further 
torpedoes, 

Hecla sank and Marne had her 
stern blown off. but she stayed 
afloat and, with HMS Ven¬ 
omous, which fought off U-boat 
attacks, continued to pick up sur¬ 
vivors throughout the night. Of 
the 838 persons on hoard Hecla, 
547 were rescued. 

Survivors 

Some of those survivors were 
among a party from the HMS 
Hecla (1940-1942) Survivors' 
Association to pay a visit recently 
to the latest ship of the name. 

A repair ship built by 
lkihlehem, Fairfield, USA, was 
to follow in the name Hecla. She 
was launched in July 1944 for the 
Royal Navy, but actually retained 



A depot ship launched in 
1940, the wartime HMS 
Hecla was sunk by U-boat 
torpedoes in 1942. 

by the US Navy as the X an thus. 

The seven Battle Honours 
awarded to HM ships Hecla are 
Copenhagen 1801, Algiers 181b, 
Baltic 1854, Alexandria 1882, 
Falkland* 1982, Kuwait 1991 and 
Persian Gulf 1991, 


Rostcanfe of our Ships ot the Royal 
Navy are amiable al 65p each (mi™ 
mum order El .95) Irom Navy News. HMS 
Nelson. Portsmouth POl 3HH An order 
tor 12 cards oosls £7 and a standing 
Order lor the supply ot each ol 12 cards 
on publication costs £10.50. or £12.50 
overseas. Prices include postage and 
packing, and orders will be dispatched 
on receipt ol stamps, postal order, 
cheque Of credit card details Our posl 
card senes began in 1956. 


Persistent Hecla! 



THIS month HMS Hecla 
will deploy to the Indian 
Ocean for her final major 
survey before decommis¬ 
sioning after 31 years of 
active service. 

Apart from the Royal 
Yacht Britannia, she is the 
longest serving operational 
ship in the Fleet. 

HMS Hecla, built by Yarrow 
Shipbuilders at Blythswmid, was 
the first of a class of four ocean 
survey vessels - only she and 
HMS Herald remain in Royal 
Navy service. She was launched 
in December 1964 and complet¬ 
ed the following September, 

Hecla's task is to conduct 
bathymetric and geophysical sur¬ 
veys in sparsely surveyed areas of 
the world in suppon of a quest to 
map the sea floor accurately and 
increase our knowledge of the 
world's major oceans. 

She and her sister vessel, 
launched ten years later, are fit¬ 
ted with a sophisticated real-time 
automated data logging system 
which records and plots depth, 
gravity and magnetic parameters 
against time. When out of range 
of shore-based position-fixing 
equipments, satellite and inertial 
navigation systems are used. 

A range of digital echo 
sounders is fitted and the towed, 
high-definition side scan sonar 
will detect dangers out to 300 
metres from the ship, giving full 
seabed coverage. 

The ships have wet and dry 
laboratories, oceanographic win¬ 


ches and two nine-melre survey¬ 
ing hoats. All instruments, posi¬ 
tion-fixing systems and echo- 
sounders are calibrated before 
surveying commences and are 
checked as the round-the-clock 
surveying progresses. 

Hecla is propelled by a diesel 
electric system using three 
Paxman diesels and two electric 
motors, giving her a maximum 
speed of 13 knots. Single screw, 
the ship has a bow thrust unit for¬ 
ward for added manoeuvrability. 

Million miles 

Since launching Hecla has 
conducted bathymetric and 
oceanographic surveys in the 
North and South Atlantic, West 
Indies, the Gulf and, most 
recently, the Indian Ocean, Last 
May she clocked up her millionth 
nautical mile. 

In her time Hecla has been 
converted as a hospital ship and 
into a Command ship for mine 
countermeasures operations. 

In mid-April 1982 she received 
orders in Gibraltar to prepare as 
a casualty evacuation ferry and 
sail for lhe Falkland Islands. 

Six days later, having complet¬ 
ed routine maintenance, installed 
a satellite communication sys¬ 
tem, embarked a Wasp helicopter 
and crew, landed quantities of 
stores to free space as emergency 
living quarters, embarked addi¬ 
tional medical personnel and 
stores, and undergone a paint job 
to provide the necessary red 
crosses on a white background. 


Hecla sailed from the Rock. 

Now a hospital ship under the 
terms of the Geneva Convention, 
she flew the Red Cross flag at the 
masthead and the Union Flag in 
place of the White Ensign. 

Hecla headed south at full 
speed to join the main hospital 
ship, converted school cruise ves¬ 
sel ss Uganda, which had a large 
team of RN doctors, medical 
ratings and Queen Alexandra's 
Royal Naval Nursing Service 
nurses on hoard, HM ships 
Hydra and Herald completed the 
‘ Red Cross Squadron". 

Hecla, Hydra and Herald car¬ 
ried those fit enough to be moved 
from ss Uganda to Montevideo 
for repatriation by RAF VC 10s 
equipped as air ambulances, 

Heda made three such trips, 
transporting, among others, 
Welsh Guardsmen burnt in the 
bombing of RFA Sir CJ ala had. 
Royal Marines and soldiers of 
the Parachute Regiment injured 
during the advance from San 
Carlos, and 24 Argentinians. 

Crash course 

Her ship’s company, having 
had a crash course in first aid and 
nursing, helped where they could 
to make the four or five-day 
transfer easier for the wounded. 
Their messdecks converted into 
wards, they slept in storerooms, 
offices and other spaces. 

Wiih that episode nearly a 
decade behind her, Hecla sailed 
from Devon pan in January 1991 
to lake over from HMS Herald 


in the Gulf as MCM command 
and support ship to the vessels of 
the Second Mine Counter-mea¬ 
sures Squadron 

Rendezvousing with Herald 
just as the liberation of Kuwait 
was complete, Hecla’s role as 
command unit saw her survey 
chart room converted into an 
MCM operations room and the 
ship's company closely involved 
in what became the largest mine 
clearance operation since the 
Second World War, 

They were tasked with provid¬ 
ing the latest information at daily 
briefs on weather, engineering 
and logistics. 

In her support role Hecla was 
a vital mother ship, allowing the 
MCM Vs to come alongside for 
refueling and restocking, and 
enabling their ship's companies 
to make the most of their well- 
earned stand-offs. 

By the end of July, with over 
1,200 mines destroyed and a 
chart of cleared areas produced 
to 95 per cent accuracy, Hecla 
could return home with the dis¬ 
tinction of being the last British 
warship involved in the Gulf War 
to leave the Persian Gulf. She 
reached Devon port after 251 
days away. 

Following her final surveying 
operation in the Indian Ocean 
HMS Hecla is due to he decom¬ 
missioned in January 1997, She 
wilt be replaced by the 13,000- 
ton HMS Scott, the biggest and 
most sophisticated survey ship 
ever built for the Royal Navy, 
which is scheduled to join the 
Fleet at the end of next year. 
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...CUSTOMERS 

have trusted Natocars over the past 
30 years to supply their new car. 

Fortunately, many more cars than 
this have been bought from Natocars 
because so many customers come back 
time and again - some well on their 
way to double figures! 

So, why do Natocars’ customers 
display such loyalty? They tell us it’s 
because we are caring, competitive 
and they feel secure and want for 
nothing. 

They would, wouldn’t they, you might 
say because they’re looking for an 
even better deal next time - and they 
get it! 

So, what’s missing? Simply, everyone 
who has not yet found out about 
today’s Natocars, 

Just pick up the phone, clip the 
coupon or drop us a line and find out 
why there Is no standard service at 
Natocars - Only first class! 

Call us direct on - 01278 455555. 
Fax: 01278 450396 or clip the coupon. 


tc NATOCARS 

Natocars Ltd. * Wylds Rd, • Bridgwater 
Somerset • TA6 4DG 


Please tell me more about Natocars 1 services 
\ and discount car prices. 


JRank:_ 

b Surname: 
Address: 


Initials: 


fTeL * work: 

. home:,.__ 


Fax: 


NATOCARS 

Natocars Lid. * Wylds Rd ,* Bridgwater * Sonter&el 
TA64DG'Tel: OJ 27*455555 
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Recruiting - a 
major force in 


the 1920 s 


THE NAVY's current 
recruiting drive through 
Jobcentres makes quite a 
contrast with the tech* 
niques my father employed 
in Cambridge back in the 
1920s, 

Major Harry Fleming t RM‘s 
area as Recruiting Officer cov¬ 
ered most of East Anglia - but 
the men were examined and 
recruited at our own home, 
which was a very small ter¬ 
raced house. 

On the ground floor was the 
front room with piano and wind¬ 
up gramophone and behind this a 
middle room which my father used 
as his office. 

His desk was a harrack room 
table on two iron trestles. The 
whole lot, ink welts and all, would 
go down easily if you leaned on 
one end. 

There were two boards on the 
front of the house, displaying pic¬ 
tures of ships and sailors. 

My father used to help the men 
all he could to pass their examina¬ 
tion - so much so that I often won¬ 
dered if he was working on com¬ 
mission! 

In one test he would remove a 
cloth from his desk to reveal a 
number of objects - a kev, pen, 
coin, matches etc. - which he 
would then cover again and ask 
the lad to write down as many as 
he could remember. 

If he did not do very well, my 
father would uncover the articles 
again and say 'Have another go, 
son." 

He tested the candidates' eye¬ 
sight in the garden. He would hold 
up lhe card with the letters on and 
the man would cover up one eye at 
a time and read them off. If he had 
trouble with the bottom line. 


father would walk a few feet clos¬ 
er: “Try again, son." 

When measuring a man’s 
height, if he was on the short side 



• Major Harry Fleming T RM 


he would fix the bar at the mini¬ 
mum height and bend it down 
hard to touch the lop of his head 
sayingfThere you are, you can 
feel drat, can't you?" 

1 le used to talk about getting up 
early in the morning as if it were 
the most important thing in the 
world. What he didn’l tell people 
was that he also went to bed for a 


nap in the afternoon, lying on the 
bed with the Daily Telegraph over 
his face, t often had the unenvi¬ 
able task of waking him up when a 
candidate called. I d run up the 
stairs, knock on his door and 
shout: “Wake up. Dad - there’s a 
man come to join the Navy!" 

The house was run like a ship. 
Everything had to be spot on. He 
used to keep his cigarettes on the 
comer of the shelf, exactly half an 
inch away from the edge. If they 
were slightly moved, he wanted to 
know who did it and expected an 
explanation, 

A man in uniform in Cambridge 
then was an unusual sight and he 
became a well-known figure, 
always known as “the Major”. He 
always carried a black stick with a 
silver knob handle and when cross¬ 
ing the road would not stop for the 
traffic. He would hold the stick up 
and walk straight across and it 
would stop for him. 

In 1937, just after he had been 
given a smart office in the centre 
of Cambridge, he was replaced by 
a younger man. He became 
Landlord of the Sun Inn at 
Water beach and finally Head 
Lodge Porter at Jesus College. - 
C, Fleming, Sundown, IOW " 

Asking for 
a miracle 

\ AM a psychologisi and former 
teacher and the author of several 
hooks tin family bonds, maternal 
instinct and bereavement. 


I am now writing a book on 
miracles, t have tn the past come 
across some amazing stories of 
sailors who have escaped almost 
certain death by what seems to 
be almost divine intervention as 
well as tales of sailors who 
appear at the point of death at a 
relation's bedside hundreds of 
miles away. 

I would be grateful for any sto¬ 
ries of this kind to reach me by 
the end of this month, - 

Cassandra Eason t Fairhaven, 
Black ridge Rd. Freshwater Bay, 
IOW. 

Incidental 

error 

I HAVE to take issue with you 
concerning the item “Strike up 
the Band" (January issue). 

No-one from the Royal 
Marines Band Service has ever 
been awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross, although a num¬ 
ber have been awarded the 
DSM 

I believe I am correct in stat¬ 
ing that Bandmaster Fred 
Harwood of HMS London was 
the last to receive it, for services 
connected with the Vangste 
Incident in 1949. 

Not being a commissioned 
officer, Fred could not have been 
eligible for the DSC. - Capt T. 
Freestone,RM, Canterbury, 

Vets will 
visit Vis 


YOUR centre page heading 
‘Power for Peace’ last month 
dearly revived memories of the 
commitment of British Naval 
forces in that area of the Adriatic 
some 50 years ago. 

The island of Vis being the 
main base from which 
Commando and RN operations 
were launched, it was with sin¬ 
cere gratitude to read of the visit 
by Gen David Pennefaiher to 
honour those who died in the 
campaign of 1944/45. 

Coastal Forces and 
Commando veterans will also be 
visiting Vis in May to pay our 
tribute to their memory. - 
PBiekmore,, Romford, 
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CoNingwood the 
better man? 

THERE SEEMS to be a widespread opinion that Admiral Nelson 
could do no wrong, to judge from recent articles in Navy News 

After much study 1 conclude that Admiral Col ling wood, his 
second-in-command at Trafalgar, was the better admiral. He is 
reputed to have served five years at sea for the benefit of our 
country after Nelson's death without ever going ashore and died 
of overwork at sea while in command of the Fleet. 

He did not have the pleasure in these latter years of seeing his 
children but was happily married at death * and faithful. - 
M.RCocker. Cteveleys, 

# Cuthbert Collingwood, from the Howard portrait , 


Nearly a 
brush 
with the 
Chinese 


REGARDING Lt Cdr Brian Witts’ piece on badges and 
crests (December issue), I don’t think the Ships Naming 
Committee was involved in this one. 


In September 1946 
HMLC1(L)!2 was commis¬ 
sioned at Hong Kong. 
Officially we were going on a 
secret mission to Chungking 
to assist General Chiang 
Kai-shek, the Chinese 
Nationalist leader to move 
his Government seat to 
Nanking because of the 
threat from Communist 
forces. 

However, as a cover a press 
release was issued stating that 
we were going to a village called 
I Chang on the Yangtse River to 
collect pigs' brisites. Apparently 
the Navy used to produce its own 
shaving brushes using these! 

To give weight to this story, 
the craft was named Taj So, 
roughly translated as “To Shave” 
or “Shave Off", and a crest was 
made consisting of a shaving 
brush Boating in the sea sur¬ 
rounded by four barber s poles. 

Unfortunately we broke down 
while navigating the infamous 
Yangtse gorges and never com¬ 
pleted our journey nor collected 


LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent's name and address ; 
nof necessarily for 
publication . 


any pigs' bristles, - W. Kirby. 
Kings Lynn. 

Die-hard 

duds 

SO H.WJ.Caten's woolly pully 
is still going strong (January 
issue). Do I hear you say “they 
don't make 'em like that any¬ 
more? Then try this for size. 

1 still have two Purser's 
Guernseys, issued to me as a sea¬ 
man in 1942. and with the excep¬ 
tion of one small moth hole in 
one, they are still in excellent 
condition and defying east winds 
with contempt. 

Perhaps I had better not say 
anything about the duffelcoal l 
acquired in post-King Alfred ser¬ 
vice or the codline that secures it 
round my waist in the January 
snow - they were vintage 
Pussers, - Lt Cdr R.Bassett, 
Gravesend. 

I TOO was issued with a woolly 
pully, which was part of my D.R. 
kit, sadly long gone. 

Bui I was also issued with a pair 
of “long johns" made of the 
same woollen knit. Very protec¬ 
tive in a very cold climate - but 
needless to say I never wore 
them out! - Iris Hale, Spalding, 
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■3IG GUNS FOR TEXAS AT SALERNO 




THE MONITOR in last month's Picture 
Puzzle could well be HMS Roberts, 
which was a sister ship of HMS 
Abercrombie. 

1 took this photograph ot the latter on D- 
Day Salerno 9/IQ September 1943.This was 
in the American sector and Abercrombie Is 
firing in support of the 36th Texas Division , 

On this occasion i had ten crew of a 
Landing Craft Support-eight Royal Marines 
and two Naval ratings. We had a fierce battle 
with a German four-barrelled 20mm gun - 
but we managed to knock it out and open 
the beach. Two of my crew were awarded 
DSMs* 

Shortly after I took this photograph HMS 
Abercrombie was mined. - H.M,Irwin, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne. 



Too busy 
gassing 


Bill’s still 


REGARDING last month’s Id¬ 
ler about differing Service gas 
masks, early in 1942 1 was a 
Combined Ops AB returning to 
the landing craft base at Troon, 

On the packed train I got 
pretty chummy with a comely 
ATS girl who got off at Crewe. 
Later, on parade in HMS 
Dun dona Id, the order was given 
to don gas masks. 

1 found the friendly young 
female squaddie and 1 had inad¬ 
vertantly exchanged gas masks. 
To wear hers, with tne shorter 
Army issue breathing tube, 
meant l was bent over like 
Quasimodo, but I got away with 
it. 

The gas mask went with me 
through several major landings 
in the Med. D-Day and Far East 
service, a souvenir of a train 
journey to remember, — 
D.Satherley, Warwick. 

Cut down 
to size? 

IN THE January issue 1 read 
that AB Matthew Jones of HMS 
Southampton had returned 
from a deployment having lost 
more than a fifth of his 22 stone 
weight, 

1 commend his weight loss 
and congratulate him on raising 
£1300 for a child suffering from 
cerebral palsy. 

However, anyone who weighs 
22 stone can only be described 
as obese and this is a disgrace to 
the Service in these days of 
health and fitness. - Ex MAA 
G.Painter, Sydenham, 


on watch 
over the 
Arch ... 


WHAT resounding news that 
flogged off after all. 

It belongs to the people of 
Great Britain, a part of our 
heritage. 

I can proudly say I was part of 
the Royal Marines Guard at the 
Admiralty in 1940 in four sand¬ 
bag positions-at the entrance U> 
Spring Gardens; the courtyard, 
Whitehall entrance; 

Horseguards Parade diagonally 
facing the Brigade of Guards 
memorial; and on top of the 
Arch itself, where we kept watch 
for parachuting Germans and 
incendiaries. 

The most anxious lime was 
when the whole of Whitehall was 
at stand lo T from 13-19 
September 1940, when Hitler 
said he would he marching 
through the Arch to 
Buckingham Palace, 

On 17 September my home in 


LAST month's article about Cdr Norman Holbrook, the 
first submariner VC, brought back memories of a visit 
to our daughter and family in New South Wales in 
1990. 

I took this photograph of a model of B11 which com¬ 
memorates Holbrook at Holbrook, Holbrookshire* 
NSW - the name of the town was changed in his hon¬ 
our from Germantown. - W.G.Ellis, Goole. 


Admiralty Arch is not being 

Lambeth Walk was completely 
bombed out. My family survived, 
hut I could not get my run ashore 
until the 2(lih and it came as a 
big shock. 

Leave Admiralty Arch alone - 
1 helped defend it as a 20-year- 
old, - Bill Harlowe, Byfleet; 

Churchill 
not lent 


HMS CHURCHILL was not 
obtained under lease-lend terms 
(January issue). She was one of 
50 old USN destroyers obtained 
in exchange for US use of British 
bases in the Western hemi¬ 
sphere. 

Under this agreement .these 
vessels passed into British own¬ 
ership. Warships acquired under 
lease lend terms remained the 
property of the US Navy and 
the surviving vessels were hand¬ 
ed hack to the United States at 
the end of the war. - K.CIabon, 
Portsmouth. 

THE ARTICLE on the wartime 
HMS Churchill had a particular 
point of interest for us in that 
one of our life members served 
in her, 

Harold Deardon also had a 
distinguished career in sub¬ 
marines. - J.Pennington, 
Swinton Conservative Club, 
Manchester. 




Letters 



Sounding off... 

OVER recent years I have noticed with some amusement and 
regret the mispronunciation by TV and radio reporters of the 
word “Ensign , 


LEFT 
OUT 
OF IT 

I WAS sadly disappoint¬ 
ed to read in the report of 
the naming of Thrasher", 
the new submarine train¬ 
er at HMS Drake, that the 
names of the other five 
members of HMS 
Thrasher's first patrol 
crew were not mentioned 
as attending along with 
our second cox’n who 
came to support their old 
skipper. 

They were Admiral Ian 
Macintosh, who was our 
First Lieutenant, L.Hone, 
J,Dwyer, D.Sourbutts and 
myself, - P.Smith, 
Devizes. 


I have always understood that 
it is the ‘"While EnsV* that is 
flown by HM ships while the 
often used word "ensign” 
(ensinc) is a military rank. 

The mind boggles at the 
l hough l of a white faced Second 
Lieutenant being hoisted at sun¬ 
rise and hauled down at sunset. - 
Rev H.A.R.Edged, Norwich, 

Vets will 
visit Vis 

YOUR centre page heading 
‘Power for Peace" last month 


dearly revived memories of the 

commitment of British Naval 
forces in that area of the Adriatic 
some 50 years ago. 

The island of Vis being the 
main base from which 
Commando and RN operations 
were launched, it was with sin¬ 
cere gratitude to read of the visit 
by Gen David Pennefather to 
honour those who died in the 
campaign of 1944/45. 

Coastal Forces and 
Commando veterans will also he 
visiting Vis in May to pay our 
tribute to their memory. - 
P.Bickmore, Chairman, Coastal 
Forces Veterans Association, 
Romford. 




Navy News Readers can enjoy savings 
of up to £34 on RAC Membership. 

And a free car.* 


The FREE RAC Accident Service means that your 
RAC Approved Accident Repairer will provide you 
with a free courtesy car while they repair yours, 
and also give you a 2 year guarantee on the work 
RAC membership wilt also help keep you moving 
if your vehicle breaks down - our patrols fix more 
than 8Q^b of vehicles on the spot Callouts are 
qurefc and like our labour, absolutely free And. 
simply by ringing the number below, you can 
save up to £34 on joining 
To ioin or for further details call FREE on: 

0800 581077 

quoting your code GE 0008 If you are already a 
member of the RAC you can enjoy discounted 
rates at your next membership renewal 
Calf 0345 331133 for details, quoting CE 0008 

* Free Courtesy Car from your RAC Approved Accident Repairer. 

Hu* (oB&rCijnTint Cw cuwd i*» GerMStfsetiort with an* ocfrrp HXC fiflw tocenam senser 

hrwla 4M di HWOtodfc *SKS-£* Liwernwnr* Pttsri-srtcltiae Pwravnt Tdarf the 

CLiAdwa- Utt VAT raftec ifWuwnor MfrtPH fee 4 .ippGcifcte Alf nfc-CHtH coftYtf jC 

tune ioE pafeficarsmn. Full: nnerotvihip deurf* (WC Ttimn Or 



IT SAYS 

YOU'VE ARRIVED 
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AWS ARE OUT FOR THE EDITOR OF NAVY NEWS 



A PRINTED retraction or else the claws stay out, 
threatened the anonymous letter complaining that 
Navy News had given the nickname "The Flying 
Tigers” to the wrong Naval Air Squadron last month. 

"We recommend that a formal apology is made in the next 
issue. Or else!” warned the tetter, fiendishly pieced together 
from words and letters cut from newspapers. 

Look, all we said was that four of 845's Sea King heli¬ 
copters had exchanged their all-white United Nations livery 
for a camouflage pattern of white and green tiger stripes, 
befitting their role as part of NATO's Implementation Force in 
Bosnia! 

We do know 814 anti-submarine warfare squadron are the 
real Flying Tigers and wouldn't dream of suggesting other¬ 
wise. So just settle down, guys, okay? 



New kid 
puddles 
through 


"HE’LL he kneeling in it in a minute!" Oscar shares a joke wit It 
his kid sister Teresa just as Capt Roger Parker and Lt Cdr Phil 
Shapiro congratulate each other on how well it’s all going,.. 


The occasion was the return to 
HMS Excel lent of a ceremonial 
goal after a gap of 34 years. For 
the star of tne show, Oscar, the 
excitement proved so great he 
couldn’t quite contain himself! 

Back In I960 a nanny goat pre¬ 
sented as a leaving present to 
Admiral Sir John Hamilton 
failed to settle at her new home 
at HMiS Daedalus and was 
returned U> Whale Island, which 
then boasted a menagerie of crit¬ 
ters unwanted, unsuitable or 
unmanageable. 

She was adopted hy the 
Regulating School and looked a 
picture in her emroidered jacket 
on formal occasions. Although 
she died in 1963, the Regulators 


have cherished the hope that a 
successor might follow in her 
hoofprints. 

Enter Oscar - who in the 
absence of the menagerie has his 
sister Teresa to keep him compa- 
ny when he’s not on duty. 

They were hred by Mrs Linda 
Barnett, of Wickham, Hamp¬ 
shire, and donated to HMS 
Excellent by Naval outfitters 
Jack Blair. 

Company director Mr David 
1 Lector-While, presented the 
goats to C apt Parker. Captain of 
HMS Excellent, and Lt Cdr 
Shapiro, Officer in Charge of the 
Regulating School, Jack Blair 
also provied a splendid ceremo¬ 
nial coat lor Oscar. 



Dung roamin': Oscar and Teresa, now of HMS Excellent, flanked by Cap! Parker and Lt Cdr Shapiro. 


A j ubilee 
year for 
705 Sq n 

THE Royal Navy's basic 
helicopter training squad¬ 
ron, 705, will celebrate Its 
Diamond Jubilee in June, 
Now based at RN air sta¬ 
tion Culdrose, the squadron 
was formed in 1936 and flew 
Swordfish at the beginning 
of World War II. It was dis¬ 
banded after the war then 
reformed in 1947 and 
equipped with Sikorsky 
Hoverfly helicopters. 

The celebratory events 
planned for June 6-7 may 
mark 705's last anniversary, 
if plans go ahead to estab¬ 
lish a tri-Service helicopter 
school at RAF Shawbury. 

Ex-members of the squad¬ 
ron who wish to attend the 
events should write to Lt Cdr 
Neil Tonkin, 705 Naval Air 
Squadron, RNAS Culdrose, 
Helston, Cornwall TR12 7RH. 






SWEATSHIRT 

Available in sizes: S.M.L.& XL. 

£12.95 £13.70 

U K. Surface Mail Abroad 

Surface 

T-SHIRTS UK. Mail 

Abroad 

CTi lids: 22"-32" £4.00 £4.30 

Adults: II.L. A XL £4.75 £5.10 
XXL £6.00 £6,50 

AVAILABLE FROM NAVY NEWS, 

HMS NELSON. PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH 
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS. TO 
ACCOMPANY ORDERS, ARE TO BE 
MADE PAYABLE TO NAVY HEWS. 

For orders from outside UK payment cad 
be made by Chequei'lnternational Money 
Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank 




A GIFT FOR MOTHERS DAY,^,^, 
Fresh Flowers From Guernsey 

A box of beautiful Sowers, direct from our nursery sent in an attractive box delivered by 1st 
class post.(Last posting Tuesday 12th March fur Mothers Day). 

10 Spray Carnations £10.50 
20 Freesias £1L00 

10 Spray Carnations A 10 Freesias £14.00 
10 Carnations A 20 Freesias £16.00 


Phone our order line or write for colour brochure Si price list 


ORDER UNE 01481-5252H 
Fax 01481-56522 ES 3 


Bellefleur 


Dept 3, Bdtefleur Nursery, f?0. Box 259, Osier,Guernsey GYJ3QP 


Sailing Into Spring 


Don’t forget Mothers Day-March 17th 


@/wtolate& 

fam @onmt4M 

Send our delicious Belgian Chocolates - made 
in Cornwall - fo the one you love with your 
message handwritten by us. 


L 


The Perfect Gift 

Sent /n attractive 
heart shaped box for: 


PRICE: 
standard £22,50 
super £32.50 


7 


Cheque to accompany 
order made payable to : 

Chocolates from 
Cornwall 

FO Box 16, ST Ives, 
Cornwall. TR6 2YE 


Mothers Day March 17th 

(orders by 11th march) 

Anniversaries A Birthdays 


to order: 

Stale delivery name A 
addiass and your rm&sage 
(15 words man) 


FLOWERS BY POST 

Mothers ^ Carnations & Fem.£8.00 

35 Freesias & Fem ..£10.00 

n k j 10 Cams \5 Freesias &. Fem . .£10.50 

pecia S Mixed F | 0wers .£ 1 o.oo - £ 20.00 

Payment by Cheque, Visa or Musicrctmi (inc Expiry Date) to address below 

TMC LOWER MARKET, ST, PETER PORT 

□A Sf jT DmI I II GUERNSEY, C-L GY1 1HE 

I ^ V-' W V wA LAAU L Tetepho n e/Fax 01401 724502 

FLORIST 


Jarvis International Hotel 


WE WANT YOU! 


hotd your I 

the Jarvis International Hotel, Solihull, Birmingham, West Midlands 
The Jarvis International Hotel has the following to offer: 

★ Situated in the Head of England ★ 

* 130 Bedrooms, Inc 10 Town Houses ★ 

★ Gatherings of 30-150 welcome * 

W Superbly appointed, self-contained Event Suites * 

* 'Themed' menus a speciality * Easy access to Motorways * 

★ Special reunion accommodation rates * 

W Within walking distance of a pedestrianised shopping area ★ 
R.S.V.P. 

Marianne Collins, Jarvis international Hotel 
The Square, Solihull, West Midlands B91 3RF 
Tel: 0121 7112121 Fax: 0121 711 3374 


A 

'Ttc&o 


This matching pair is a must for 
every Jack and Jill this Spring 

ORDER BOTH TOGETHER 
AND GET A FREE GIFT 
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upward 


turn 


pieting an engineering task 


• Admiral Sir Michael Boyce chats to divers beside the Pasley Pool. Named in honour of the father of British military diving, General 
Sir Charles Pasley, the tank provides a controlled environment in which a variety of diver tasks can be practised. 


This relocated occupants of the 
situ to Horsea Island and Whale 
Island. At the latter the D1)S has 
a new jetty, classrooms and an out- 
board motor repair facility. 

The Diving School trains Navy 
career divers, plus ship's divers and 
ship's diving officers. Army com¬ 
pressed air divers and advanced 
divers arc also trained. This joint 
Service school is independently 
commanded and works directly to 
Flag Officer Training "and 
Recruitment, 

Fleet Diving HQ now occupies 
Reclaim Building at Horse a, a 
large new complex housing the 
three Fleet Diving Units, Southern 
Diving Unit 2 and the staff of the 
Superintendent of Diving. 

Able to operate all over the 
world, components of the Fleet 
Diving Group work in support of 
maritime counter terrorist opera¬ 
tions, investigate mines, and assess 
and repair battle damage, 'the 
newly-formed Southern Diving 
Unit 2 also provides explosive ord¬ 
nance disposal in the south of the 
UK and underwater engineering 
support to the local base comman¬ 
der. 

Admiral Boyce said Reclaim 
Block would he the enw of other 


• Diving tasks in the north of 
the Uk will now he carried out by 
the new Northern Diving Group 
formed at Clyde Naval Base last 
month. 

The NDG takes round-the- 
clock responsibility for explosive 
ordnance disposal - 6,1 JOB incendi¬ 
ary devices have lately bee washed 
up on Scottish shores - and diving 
tasks north of the Dee-1 lumber 
line, including the Highlands and 




mm 


life? lit/ JBSgl' 


‘"It is absolutely essential that 
the Fleet Diving Units are at the 
best possible readiness at all limes, 
for operations within the UK and 
worldwide, and this building pro¬ 
vides them with the ergonomic 
facilities to achieve that," Ke said. 


M odernisation of existing facilities 

Horse a Island and a substantial amount of i 
building have combined to give the Dele 
Diving School and Fleet Diving Headquarters a new b 


At the official opening, 
Which came at the end of a 15- 
m o n i h consi r uct i o n proje c i. 
the Second Sea Lord and 
Commander in Chief Naval 
Home Command, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce* said the facili¬ 
ty, purpose-designed for diving 
training and as an operating 
base for operational diving 
units* was magnificent, 

have loured the site and can 
say that diving now has a superb 
centre of excellence that is a world 
beater," he said. 

Royal Navy diving training was 
formerly conducted as a depart¬ 
ment of the School of Maritime 


O pe ra i t on s (H M S Dry a d) 
located at HMS Ne 
G unwharf site. The 

Engineers also carried out 
diving trai n ine at Gunwharf, 
a se pa ra t e and i nde pe n d e n l I) 
nianded Army establishment 

As the result of a detisk 
combine RN and RE diving 
ingthe Defence Diving Soho 
mally came into being 
September. 

The Fleet Diving HQ, eoi 
ing the Superintendent of t 
the Fleet Diving Group an 
former Portsmouth «ieii 
Clearance Diving Unit, was also 
located at Gumvharl, the planned 
closure of which gave rise to the 
GUNORG Project. 



THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS 
HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET 
PORTSMOUTH. POI 3HH. 

Cheques payable to Navy News. For orders from outside the UK 
payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ 
sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by credit card (UK or 
abroad) please use the coupon on page 4. 


NAVY NEWS 

CALENDAR 


THE POWER OF THE SEA 


The Royal Navy is operating its most modern fleet of 
any period since the First World War. The 1996 Navy 
News Calendar takes a look at the power they 
project at sea today — and compares past with 
present. 


PRICE: 

INCLUDING P&P 

£4.50 £5.25 

UK 


SURFACE MAIL 
ABROAD 


A COLLECTORS PIECE CALENDAR 
OF SPLENDID COLOUR PICTURES 


CASH PRIZES 
TO BE WON 

A question similar to 
those shown below 
appears on each leaf of 
the 1996 calendar. All 
you have to do is put 
your nautical thinking 
caps on and enter this 
fun competition. 

Full details of how to 
enter will appear in the 
calendar and also each 
month in Navy News. 


In 1970 who were the new 
’Snow Commandos’ defending 
NATO’s northern flank? 

What was the platform for the first 
RN Sea King helicopter deck 
landing on a British ship at sea? 
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Helping Hands 


High flyers 
help to 
Save The 
Children 


THE GAZELLE Display 
Team at RN air station 
Cuidrose have proved 
to be top flight fund¬ 
raisers by presenting 
£1,200 to the Save The 
Children charity. 

The money was col¬ 
lected from some of the 
three million people who 
enjoyed the team's aero* 
batic displays last sea¬ 
son. 

A sale of Cuidrose 
memorabilia boosted the 
final sum which was pre¬ 
sented to Save The 
Children Area Manager Val 
Royston by Lt Cdr Mark 
Osman, CO of 705 Sqn, 
and solo display pilot Lt 
Andy Greenall. 

Jubilee 

Val said: "We cannot 
thank 705 Squadron 
enough and we are 
delighted that the RNAS 
Cuidrose Display Team 
will be helping us again in 
1996, their Diamond 
Jubilee year. 

“We are looking for¬ 
ward to working with them 
to raise funds for our work 
in over 50 countries 
world-wide, including the 
UK.” 


Runners brave 
gales for new 
leukaemia unit 

THIRTY Plymouth-based sailors took part in a 100-mile relay to raise cash for a 
new unit to treat myeloid leukaemia at Torbay HospitaL 

, who’s wife Nadine suffers from 


The race was organised by OM Clayton Gilbert from Mountwisc, 
the chronic form of the disease. 

It raised over £1,000 for a n n n 

£1.5 million appeal fund, estab¬ 
lished to pay for the specialist 
unit by friends and family of 17- 
year-ofd Ricky Grant, from 
Paignton, who lost a brave battle 
against the illness in 1993, 

The run took place at the 
Brickfields Sports Ground and 
was started by Flag Officer 
Plymouth, Vice Admiral Sir Roy 
Newman, 



Gale Force 

The event took participants 
just two hours to complete by 
clocking-up a combined I OIL 
mile total despite very 
unfavourable weather. 

OM Gilbert said: “We had 
an excellent response and the 
event was a great success. The 
only problem we had was with 
the weather - the winds were 
gale-force!” 


The stamina of Royal Navy 
rowers was pul to the test in a 
24-hour challenge to help 
raise money for the British 
Olympic Appeal. 

The event, organised by 
HMS Cambridge and hosted 
by HMS Drake, saw teams 
attempting to row 6,490km, 
the distance from Plymouth 
to Atlanta, USA, venue of the 
1996 Olympics. 

The 1,930km that were 
rowed raised more than 
£1,000 for the fund. Special 
mention goes to HMS 
Cornwall's team of five who 
sustained their efforts with¬ 
out sleep throughout the 
event, 

□ □ □ 

A charity triathlon organised 
by H14 Naval Air Squadron dur- 


THE ROYAL NAVAL BENEVOLENT TRUST 


73 years of help to past and present 
ratings in the Royal Navy, other ranks in 
the Royal Marines, and their 
dependants. 


The RNBT gives £35,000 each week: 

GRANTS: for those in need to meet a wide variety of circumstances. Some examples are: 


* Accommodation 

* Basic needs (food, clothing etc) 

* Medical treatment and disability aids 

* Respite and recuperative holidays 


* Child care 

* House repairs 

* Removal expenses 

* Training courses for second careers 


ANNUITIES: offer a modest, regular supplement to income for elderly people 
who are in particular need. 


The RNBT also provides: 

RESIDENTIAL HOME: for elderh ex-naval men, situated one mile from the centre of 
Gillingham, Kent w ith line views of the River Medway. A Tull and varied programme of 
social activities is arranged throughout the year both at the home and elsewhere. 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT: The RNBT has agreements with various other organisations to 
provide them with financial support when they assist beneficiaries of the Trust. These 

organisations include: 

* Children’s Homes * Hospices 

* Training Colleges for the Disabled * Residential and Nursing Homes 


For lurther information, or to offer support, contact the RNBT at: 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 
Castaway House, 3J1 Twyford Avenue, 
Portsmouth, P02 HPE. 
01705-660296 & 725841 


The Administrator Pembroke House. 
11 Ox l ord Road, Gillingham, 
Kent, ME7 4BS, 

01634-852431 


BY THE NAVY — FOR THE NAVY 


ing HMS Invincible’s Adriatic 
deployment generated £995 for 
Si Julia's Hospice Hayle. the 
squadron’s adopted charity. 

Rear Admiral Peter Frank/yn 
took part in the gruelling row, 
cycle and ski and presented 
prizes to the fastest finishers and 
most successful fund raisers. 

□ □ □ 

Two members of HMS 
Vanguard’s port crew lost six 
stone in a sponsored slim, 
raising £750 for autistic chil¬ 
dren. 

The slimmers, OPO John 
Maclean and PO Tim Clifton, 
visited the Scottish Centre of 
Autism in YorkhNI to deliver a 
huge selection of toys bought 
from the proceeds. 

They were accompanied by 
Cdr Peter Wilkinson and LS 
Anthony Wiltshire, whos 
young son Thomas uses the 
centre, 

□ □ □ 

849 Squadron A Flight raised 
almost £700 for the Children’s 
Ward at Treliske Hospital, Truro, 
during their five-month Adriatic 
deployment. 

The squadron, who provided 
airborne radar surveillance 
around ships on operational 
deployment, raised the cash 
through sponsored events which 
even included a heard growing 
competition, 

□ □ □ 


Passage to India 

HMS CoJIlngwood’s Lt Gareth Jones lead a multi¬ 
national expedition to the Nilgiri Hill area of Southern 
India to build a day care centre at a junior school. 

The building was constructed by assembling a geodesic 
dome frame which was then encased In a concrete shell. 

The project was organised by the Round Square 
Independent Schools organisation, which aims to develop 
youngsters through demanding community projects. 


The ship's company of RFA 
Diligence raised £350 for chil¬ 
dren in Queen Alexandra 
Hospital, Portsmouth, 

They were each issued with a 
“Toucan Club” membership card 
and were fined 50p whenever 
they Failed to produce it when 
challenged. 


HMS Sultan raised £500 to 
send a youngster to Lourdes 
with the Handicapped 
Children's Pilgrimage Trust, 
Sultan's CO, Capt Malcolm 
Shirley, presented the money 
to the Trust's Director, Capt 
Anthony McEwen, 

□ □ □ 

Walkers from HMS Somerset 
presented £500 to the Trull Road 
Children’s Centre, Taunton. 
They money was raised on a 
sponsored trek along the West 
Highland Way, 


Trafalgar 
crew visit 
Derriford 


MEN from the nuclear 
powered submarine HMS 
Trafalgar visited their 
namesake ward at 
Derriford Hospital to see 
how their fund-raising 
efforts had paid off, 

Trafalgar's CO, Cdr John 
Gower, presented a video 
recorder to the ward to 
mark the end of an exten¬ 
sive refit of an annex room 
where all the fixtures and 
fittings were paid for by 
the submarine crew. 


On your marks! 


FIVE volunteers from HMS Walney cycled 
260 miles from the ship’s new base at 
Faslane to Barrow to raise cash for 
Furness General HospitaL 

The journey took three and a half days to 
complete and raised money to buy a special 
adjustable bed for the hospital's casualty 
department. 


The team were flagged away by Clyde Naval 
Base Commander, Commodore Brian Perowne, 
while HMS Walney sailed for routine survey 
work. 

On their arrival at the hospital the road- 
weary cyclists were welcomed by casualty ward 
staff, Rear Admiral Pearney and Lt Cdr J Stuart 
Johnson, the CO of HMS Walney. 



Clyde Naval Base Commander Commodore Brian Perowne flags away cyclists Chris Stewart, Casey 
Waldock, Robbie Roberts, Si Marston and Jason Stayt, as HMS Walney slips from the quayside at 
Faslane, Picture; HMS Neptune Photographic Depat [me nl 
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Mixed 
fortune 
since 
1780 _ 


FIVE ships have borne 
the name Daedalus in the 
Royal Navy since 1780, 
when the first was com¬ 
missioned as a fifth rate 
ship of the line. 

She served for 31 years, 
winning Battle Honours 
Egypt 1801 and San 
Domingo 1808, before being 
broken up in 1811. During 
the 1790*95 a hired naval 
store vessel also called 
Daedalus accompanied Cdr 
Vancouver on his voyage of 
discovery. 

The third ship was a 44- 
gun prize ship captured at 
Lissa in 1811, and renamed 
Daedalus, She served under 
the White Ensign until her 
career ended abruptly in 
1813 when she was wrecked 
off Ceylon. 

In 1826, another fifth rate 
ship was commissioned and 
saw service until 1661, 
becoming the RNR drill ship 
in Bristol until 1911. The last 
vessel to bear the name was 
an ex-floating battery, refit¬ 
ted in 1915 as a depot ship 
for the new Royal Naval Air 
Service. The ship later 
reverted to a hulk. 

HMS Daedalus next reap¬ 
peared on shore in April 
1916 as the Royal Naval Air 
Service training establish¬ 
ment at Cranwell where 
RNAS officers learned to fly. 
The name was discontinued 
with the formation of the 
Royal Air Force in 1918. 

In 1939 the RAF handed 
Lee-on-Solent air station 
back to the Navy and the site 
was commissioned as HMS 
Daedalus. 


BIACKDURN 

COLL03E 


(a) Short Courses at the Naval Bases 


(b) Distance Learning Schemes 


(c) One week to five week courses at Blackburn College 


Free one day Diagnostic Assessment courses are held at all 
major Naval areas monthly by an ex Chief Artificer 


For further information contact Phil Dodd or 
Barbara Clarkson 01254 29 2357 or Mobile 0973 655605 


Faculty of Technology,Blackburn College, 


Feilden, St Blackburn, Lane’s BB2 1LH 


HNC/HND/I.Eng 

Leaving the Navy in the next 12 months? 

Do you need better civilian qualifications? 

If you are a Senior rate in the Engineering branch and 
already have a BTEC National Certificate (ONC) or 
equivalent 

Blackburn College provides a programme by which you can 

* Obtain BTEC HNC Engineering in 3 months 

* Obtain BTEC Higher National Diploma in 6 months 

* Obtain Incorporated Engineering Status 

This can be done completely by a process called 
Accreditation of Prior Learning 

without necessarily having to do one or more of the 
fol lowing 


HMS Daedalus closes its gates tor the last time this 
month, ending an 80-year association with Naval 
aviation. 

The establishment^ School of Air Engineering and Sea 
Survival becomes a department of HMS Sultan's Marine 
Engineering School and will be based in a new block named 


Daedalus Building. 

The Central Air Medical 
Board, Air Medical School, 
Naval Air Medical Board and 
the Sea Survival Equipment 
School have also been trans¬ 
ferred to Sultan and the Mobile 
Air Support Unit front Daedalus 
will he based at RNAY 
Dee t lands. 

The reorganisation is the 
final step of a process set in 
motion by the Options For 
Change defence review, and to 
mark the closure on March 29, 
the ship’s company of HMS 
Daedalus will march out of the 
airfield with Cap! David 
Newberry taking the salute. 

The Air Engineering and Sea 
Survival School is responsible for 
alt career training for mechanics, 
artificers and air engineer offi¬ 
cers. 

The first of Daedalus's 15 
Wessex V helicopters, alt ex 845 
and 848 Commando Squadron, 
left for Sultan in December. 

By the end of March the 
remaining Wessex aircraft, two 
Sea Kings, two Harrier GR3s 
and a Lynx airframe will be on 
site to form the backbone of air 
engineering mechanics initial 
training. 

Further Wessex Ills and Vs 
will he used in support of train¬ 
ing for battle damage repair, 
advanced airframe repairs and 
practical wiring training. 

Origins 


by swopping the tail section for a 
I ransom and adding an engine! 

Between the wars the estab¬ 
lishment was the responsibility 
of the RAF and it was not until 
May 24, 1939 that it was 

relumed to Admiralty control 
and commissioned as HMS 
Daedalus. 

During World War It 
Daedalus was the home of a 
number of different squadrons 
operating with a huge range of 
aircraft including Walrus, 
Swordfis h, Sea fox, Anson, 
Fulmer. Sea Gladiator and Moth 
aircraft and did not escape 
German air attack. 

On August 16, 194(1, 20 
German Ju87s approached the 
Isle of Wight and made straight 
for Lee-on-Solent. Despite a des¬ 
perate effort by 213 Squadron 
who’s Hurricanes flew at top 
speed from Exeter to help the 
hard pressed No 11 Group, 
severe damage was caused with 
three hangars and 42 aircraft 
destroyed. 

On November 23, 1948. eight 
Daedalus Wrens were killed 
when their billet in Mansfield 
House, Lee-on-Solent. was 
bombed. The attack was part of a 
heavy three-wave assault along 
the South Coast, with other air¬ 
craft attacking Portsmouth and 
Gosport. The girls wer" t ~ - - J 
together in Haslar 
cemetery. 


Right: WAFUs 
stand easy. This 
wartime photo¬ 
graph from HMS 
Daedalus's 
archives did not 
escape the cen* 
sor and the 
sailor’s cap tal¬ 
lies have been 
concealed. 

Below: Air 
Engineers hard at 
work in one of 
the original 
hangars. 


Daedalus’s association with 
Naval aviation can be traced 
back to June 1917 when a tem¬ 
porary air station was opened at 
Lee-on-Solent to allow the sea¬ 
plane training school at Calshot 
to expand. 

it was set up with temporary 
hangars and makeshift accom¬ 
modation. Many of the men 
lived under canvas while the offi¬ 
cers travelled each day from 
their billets at Warsash. Houses 
in the small town were requisi¬ 
tioned as classrooms, messes and 
offices and the first seaplane 
training course began in August 
1917, operating with 6-H Shorts 
827 sea planes. 

By the lime the Armistice 
was declared the unit was part of 
the Air Ministry and had a 
strength of 31 staff officers, 95 
pupils and 550 men, with 36 air¬ 
craft in use. 

After the war these aircraft 
were sold off at Burs led on for 
the princely sum of £5 each. 
Many were converted into boats 


This wind tunnel from the former Royal Naval Engineering 
College at Manadon is one of the facilities transferred to the Air 
Engineering and Sea Survival Department at HMS Sultan 


their wings 


uaedalus staff spread 


Daedalus Building, the new home of the Air Engineering and Sea Survival School at HMS Sultan. 
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People in the News 



TAKING THE PLUNGE 


WITH THE water temperature hovering around the freez¬ 
ing mark, NN Julie Inkpen's venture through the ice could 
almost be seen as getting in out of the cold... the air tern- 
perature in Norway that day was down at minus 6 degrees 
C! 


Julie is a member of the 
Medical Squadron of the 
Commando Logistics Regi¬ 
ment, and being slightly mad 
(s el (‘designated) she volun¬ 
teered for the ‘'Through the 
Ice" training exercise requir¬ 
ed of Royals - though not of 
Naval nurses - during winter 
training in Norway. 

The exercise aims to prove 
that it is possible to climb out 
again should you be so unfor¬ 
tunate as to drop through a 
frozen surface into icy water 
below. As well as gaining that 
reassurance , trainees are 
rewarded with a tot? 

3 Commando Brigade RM 
were due to be heading home 
from their Arctic and moun¬ 
tain training in Norway short¬ 
ly after Navy News went to 
press. 

Together with Brigade HQ 
and the Logistics Regt, other 
formations involved were HQ 
and Signals Sqn, 539 Assault 
Sqn, 59 Independent Sqn 
Royal Engineers (an integral 


part of the Brigade), elements 
of 29 Cdo Royal Artillery, Cdo 
Aviation Sqn {846 and 847 
Sqns) and, for the first time In 
Norway as part of the 
Brigade, a squadron of the 
Household Cavalry Regiment 
and their Scimitar reconnais¬ 
sance vehicles. 


Demanding 

Meanwhile, in waters al¬ 
most balmy by comparison, 
Lt Claire Furlong (HMS Lan¬ 
caster) and S. Lt Sarah Leach 
{University of Plymouth) were 
carrying out continuation 
training off Devon port. 

Both qualified as ship’s 
divers in the past two years 
but this was the first lime 
they had dived together. They 
agreed the course was physi¬ 
cally demanding, but they 
intend to perservere with div¬ 
ing and encourage other 
female officers and ratings to 
give it a try. 



NN Julie Inkpen manages to ward off the cold while going 
“through the ice" in Norway. A warming tot awaited her and the 
Royal Marines tor whom the exercise was devised. 


Queen grants 
honour to top 
RC chaplain 


THE Queen has granted 
the Navy’s Principal 
Roman Catholic Chap¬ 
lain, Mgr Noel Mullin, the 
title Honorary Chaplain 
to Her Majesty. 

It is the first time a 
Catholic military chaplain 
has been given this honour 
in the UK. 

Bishop of the Forces, the 
Rt Rev Francis Walmsley, 
welcomed the appointment 
as an honour for all 
Catholics in the Royal Navy. 

Welcomed 

“The news will be wel¬ 
comed by Mgr Mudin’s 
Anglican, Church of Scot¬ 
land and Free Church col¬ 
leagues, too.., 

“I know also that the 
chaplains and their flocks in 
the Army and the Air Force 


will join me in congratulat¬ 
ing Mgr Mullin;'' he said. 

The Monsignor is a priest 
of the diocese of Lancaster. 
Having joined the Naval 
chaplaincy in 1978, he 
became Principal RC 
Chaplain in 1993. He is 
attached to the staff of the 
Second Sea Lord. 

He said, “Chaplaincy in 
the Royal Navy has always 
enjoyed good inter-church 
relations. More recently 
there has been an even 
greater impetus to work 
ecumenically. 

“I believe that this honour, 
bestowed by Her Majesty on 
a Catholic priest, is a recog¬ 
nition of that inter-church 
co-operation and commit¬ 
ment to each other." 

• The only other case of a 
Catholic chaplain being 
appointed an Honorary 
Chaplain to Her Majesty was 
in Australia 20 years ago. 



Ship's divers S/Lt Sarah Leach and Lt Claire Furlong during continuation training at Devonport. 


WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 1X65 to 
alleviate distress among seafarers, both serving and 
retired, and their widows. 

Today, the Society provides full nursing care, as 
well as residential and sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural Surrey and in Eastbourne. 
Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availablity of 
accommodation, please contact the General 
Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY ,m. 

Weston Acres, Woodmanstt'rnc 1 Lane,. Banstead, Surrey SM7 3H8. 

Tel: 01737 J5223L Reg. Charity 20977b. 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to 
achieve our charitable objects. Please help us 
now with your gift , and remember the Society 
in your With 



Still Waters! 



WHILST all around him 
was changing on board the 
Type 23 frigate HMS Iron 
Duke, CPO Muddy Waters 
added an element of con¬ 
stancy. 

He joined her in build at 
Yarrows’ yard in Glasgow 
In December 1990, as a 
petty officer under train¬ 
ing, and left five years later 
- last of the "originals*' to 
go and having passed for 
charge chief. 

During his four years 
and 357 days on board 
Muddy served the ship 
admirably, often standing 
in as chief tif, under four 
COs, three Marine Engin¬ 
eering Officers and three 
deputy MEOs. 

He helped see the vessel 
through basic operational 
sea training, area capabili¬ 
ty training, two NATO exer¬ 
cises, towed array patrol 
duties, Royal Yacht escort 
duties and a South Atlantic 
deployment. 

Having joined Iron Duke 
in build, he left midway 
through her first docking 
period. 


RHYME OF THE NOT SO 
ANCIENT MARINER... 


LISTENERS to a BBC 
Radio Scotland programme 
were invited to compose a 
poem in the style of Rahhie 
Burns on issues which would 
have interested the poet had 
he been alive today,.. 

And that challenge was right 
up the street of Capl Erie 
Thompson - who this month 
becomes the new Commodore 
and Director of Clyde Naval 
Base - as he has been honing his 
skill at writing humorous verse 
over the past decade. 

His winning entry was based 
on “Tam O'Shamer" and called 
1 Al ly Sha n ter 1 n teI li ng a foot - 
hailing tale of Rangers and 
Celtic the poem also contained a 
message against drinking and 
driving. Cap! Thompson's prize 
was a hoi Lie of Scotch. 

A regular speaker al Royal 
Navy Burns' suppers, he has a 
knack of creating witty poems 
about the Service in the style of 
Burns hut in a language his 
mainly Sassenach audience can 
understand. His talent as an 
after dinner speaker also earns 
charity cash as he donates his fee 
to good causes. 



Qapt Eric Thompson, poet and Commodore Clyde Naval Base. 

He said, “l always knew 1 laugh: it's nice to know l can 

could make my Naval friends amuse others as well." 


Flying start to careers 



LWAC Helen Edwards and LAC Dave Hurren, joint winners of 
the Steven Mulcahy Trophy, at RN air station Portland. 


LAC DAVE Hurren (Edin¬ 
burgh Flight) and LWAC 
Helen Edwards (Montrose 
Fit) have shared the Steven 
Mulcahy Trophy, for achiev¬ 
ing consistently high grades 
during the Leading Aircraft 
Controller qualifying course. 

The 18-week course, held at 
the Royal Naval School of 
Helicopter Control, RN air sta¬ 
tion Portland, gives theoretical 
and practical training in the tac¬ 
tical control of helicopters and 
fixed wing aircraft at sea. 

The Trophy commemorates 
PO Steven Mulcahy. an instruc¬ 
tor at the school, who was killed 
in a mad accident. 

• Aircraft Control is a side¬ 
ways entry branch and is perma¬ 
nently recruiting. Those interest¬ 
ed in joining are invited to con¬ 
tact. in writing or by telephone, 
the Chief Instructor RNSHC 
RNAS Portland, Dorset DT5 
I BO. Tel: 93875 5476. 

Or contact your Divisional 
Officer - entry details are con¬ 
tained in HR 1066 art. 1526. 
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CROSS PURPOSES IN 
FORMER YUGOSLAVIA 

COLONEL Tim Cross, Commander of Logistic Support for 
British Forces in the former Yugoslavia, mel up with his son, 
Alex, a Royal Navy sub-lieutenant, in the central Bosnian town 


of Gornji Vakuf. 

Alex was able to draw on his 
father’s experience to see how 
Eriiish troops are supplied, 
transported and fed as they 
advance into new areas in the 
north and west of the country, 

A student of electronic and 
electrical engineering at Lough¬ 
borough University, Alex was 
reunited with his father during a 
two week stint based on board 

WEM(O) 

PETER Mills saw his 
career rocket him from 
WEM(O) to WEO in less 
than 18 months - surely 
one of the Navy's fastest 
career progressions. 

Shortly after joining HMS 
Aron in April 1994 and being 
made responsible for main¬ 
taining the ship's 1942-vin- 
tage 40.60 gun, he was rated 
Acting LWEM(O), 

The ship then lost her 
Weapon Engineering Officer 
without replacement six 
weeks before operational sea 
training and Peter was made 
Local Acting POWEM(O). 

He led his department well 
through OST, achieving a 
good assessment and gain* 
ing much experience. In 
recognition, he was awarded 
a Commodore Mine Warfare 
Efficiency Prize, presented 
by the Northern Ireland 


the aircraft earner HMS 
Illustrious to learn about the 
Naval operation in the Adriatic. 

During his sea time he also 
visited the Royal Logistic Corps 
vessel Arakan, which, as an 
Army ship, comes under his 
father’s control. 

After he graduates, Alex is 
hoping to become a submarine 
weapons engineer. 

TO WEO 



Squadron Commander, Cdr 
Tim Sewell, 

All good things come to an 
end, however, and with the 
arrival of the new WEO-prop- 
er LAPOWEM Mills became 
LWEM(O) Mills once more. 

Still, with a record like his, 
he should soon be heading 
on up again. 


NINTH GLASGOW LAUNCHED 



Just look at 
us now . . . 



BACK in the late 60s LSA Knocker White and SAs 
Fincher Martin and Bunny Austin all served together on 
board HMS Eagle, under the command of Flag Officer 
Aircraft Carriers, during her Far East deployment. 

Now, 28 years later, they are back together, all Warrant Officers 
(SA) in Naval Air Command. Pictured (l-r) with HMS Eagle's 
anchor outside the Fleet Air Arm Museum are Bunny, Knocker 
and Pincher. ____ 


CDR Tony Rlx (left), CO of the full-size ship of the name, 
toasts the launch of the newest HMS Glasgow, the ninth. 


The vessel, a 1:98 scale 
model of the Type 42 destroy¬ 
er, was constructed by LWEM 
Bruno Brookes (right) during 
HMS Glasgow’s deployment 
to the Adriatic. 

Powered by two eiectrrc 
motors, the model is fully 
radio-co ntrolfed. Although 
some of its parts were 
bought, supply problems in 
the Adriatic forced Bruno to 
make many others himself. 


He used 13ft of balsa wood, 
8ft of marine plywood and 
three litres of fibreglass resin. 
The Sea Dart was one of the 
most intricate parts to con¬ 
struct, containing 42 pieces of 
balsa wood and being able to 
elevate and rotate. 

Also pictured wishing the 
model well are Weapon 
Engineering Officer Lt Cdr 
George Ramshaw and Lt 
Richard Fletcher. 



& FLOWERS 

FRESH FLOWERS SENT DAILY 

Order early IfYlotkcr’s Oay, Wlarch 17th 


Dusty Pink Roses, l*ink 
Carnations Freesias/Fcrn 
(30 Flowers) 

ONLY £17.50 


Yellow Roses, 
Yellow Carnations 
Freesias/Fern (30 flowers) 

£17.50 


12 ROSES Red/Pink (large)..£13.85 

24 ROSES Red/Pink (large).£1830 

12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed ..£12.50 

40 FREES!A Mixed with fern... £14.75 

1 BOUQUET Special mixed 50 flowers plus fern.02.50 

BOUQUET Carnations, Freest As/Ferns (30 Rowers).it 6.50 

BOUQUET Spray Cama lions, Freesias/ Fern (20 flowers) .,.£11.50 

A selection of beautiful hand made "Cuddlics” 

British Safety Standard Sent hi all BFPO addresses 
Prices + order forms available upon request 
All prices include PP and VAT 
NR: Peak period—flowers may be met! from other sources 

VISA/ACCESS/AM EXP C ARDS ACCEPTED line Expiry Dale) 
Please make cheque or PO payable lo: 

JOY'S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Has 
Capclk-s, St Sampson, (luernsuy, (>LGY2 4WB 
Telephone (014441) 46708 Fax: (014441) 4340ti J 



Navy celebrates with Arthur 


EX-PC) Arthur Abbott, who 
began his working life as a 
railway engineering appren¬ 
tice before joining the Royal 
Navy in 1915, has celebrated 
his 100th birthday. 

1 le stayed in the Service until 
1937, but after two years working 
in Devonport Dockyard continu- 
ing his Navy trade in armoury, he 
was recalled for war service in 
1939, Afterwards he returned to 
work in the dockyard until his 
retirement. 

Arthur’s Navy career took him 
around the world. His ships 
included Vivid, Valiant. Resol¬ 
ution, Cairo, Impregnable, 
Maidstone. Wren and Hermes, 

Among those joining him at 
his Plymouth nursing home to 
mark his UMHh birthday, were 
the Captain of HMS Drake,Capl 
Chris Waite, WO Bryan Elms, 
POW Sally Matthews and 
LWren Elaine Kellie. 


POW Sally Matthews and LWren Elaine Kellie help Ex-PO Arthur 
A bbott celeb ra te h i s ce ntena ry. piciuw^ la{ phot) Andy wwi * 


Veterans Medals 
available! 


Lost Your 
Medals? 


We can replace 
them NOW! 

• FULL SIZE A MINIATURES 

• MOUNTING SERVICE A RIBBONS 


for ex-military £ civilian 
services, are you entitled to any of 
the following? 

• GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 

• VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 

• MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

• SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 

• BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

Send for brochure £ 
application forms, 
or an S.A.E.for replacement list 

Telephone: (01752) 872672 Fax: (01752) 872723 

TOAD HALL* NEWTON FERRERS - PLYMOUTH • DEVON • PL8 1DH 
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Get Wise on DCIs 


Climb leader plans Himalayan conquest 


A 12-STRONG team of Service 
mountaineers led by a Royal 
Marines major will next year 
attempt to make the first ascent 
from Nepal of a towering peak less 
than 5,00Gft below the height of 
Everest. 

The mountain, Gimmigela 1 
(24,114ft) has been climbed only once 
before, two years ago, by a Japanese 
team ascending from the Indian side, it 
has never been climbed from the 


Internet 

link-up 

warning 

USERS of Ministry of 
Defence computers are 
being warned about the 
security risk of connecting 
them to the Internet. 

MOD systems accessing the 
Internet should be dedicated la 
the purpose - typically, a stand¬ 
alone personal computer - and 
process only unclassified infor¬ 
mation. 

In exceptional cases, if there 
is a need to connect to the 
Internet an existing MOD sys¬ 
tem which processes Restricted 
information, an accredited "fire- 
waJP must be used. (A firewall is 
a software and hardware mecha¬ 
nism which protects the internal 
network from an external sys¬ 
tem). 

The direct or indirect connec¬ 
tion of any IT system processing 
or holding information at 
Confidential level and above is 
prohibited. Also prohibited is 
the loading of software which 
allows data link watches to 
down load information. 

DC! Gen 4/96 and 44/96 


Nepalese side because until the end of 
1994 the Nepalese government did not 
make it available for mountaineering. 

Expedition leader is Major Patrick 
Parsons of the Commando Logistic 
Regt who will form his team from 
among applicants in all three Armed 
Services. 

Gimmigela 1, also known as The 
Twins, is situated in a remote part of 
north-east Nepal and is rarely visited. 
To approach ft the expedition faces a 
two-week trek through the foothills of 


the Himalayas to base camp at Pang 
Pema. 

Very little has been documented 
about climbing on the mountain, and 
the proposed route is expected to be 
difficult and challenging. Service 
mountaineers with Himalayan experi¬ 
ence will be given due priority during 
the selection process, but one of the 
objectives of the exped is to introduce 
proven alpine climbers to the bigger 
ranges. 

Ideally, applicants should have at 


least two alpine mountaineering sea¬ 
sons to their credit. A base camp man¬ 
ager and medical officer will be 
required in addition to the climbing 
members. 

Each member has to make a person¬ 
al contribution of £800 to the exped. 

Applications should be made to 
Major Parsons at RM Barracks 
Chivenor, Barnstaple, N. Devon, EX31 
4AZ (tel Chivenor Military ext 7002). 

DO JS 6/96 


Computer speeds 
gas attack alert 


BRITISH SERVICE personnel threatened by chemical 
or biological weapons will get a speedier warning via a 
new computer system. 

BRACIS - the Biological, Radiological and Chemical 
Information System - is being introduced into units down to 
ship, commando and battalion level as well as joint and single- 
service HQs. 


The software and supporting 
hardware is replacing time con¬ 
suming manual methods which 
can result in errors arising from 
the need quickly to reconcile dif¬ 
ferent and often incomplete 
reports under conditions of high 
physical and psychological stress. 

Speed and accuracy of hazard 
prediction will be improved by 
the new system. 

The Directorate of Nuclear, 
Biological and Chemical 



BUYING A NEW CAR? 
Make it a Peugeot 

Special Forces discount of up to £2,000 

available on whole Peugeot range at 

TMS Ltd 


We at RANGERS TMS LTD (a Peugeot main dealership) operate a scheme 
entitled P»raorwt Homo Us* for the purchase of Tax Paid Peugeot cars. To 
qualify for this scheme you need to be a serving member of HM Forces. We 
provide a comprehensive range of services to our customers, including: 

A convenient and generous trade-in facility 
Finance at Competitive Rates or Car Insurance 

Rangers TMS Ltd 

Bulford Road, Durrington, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP4 SDL 
Telephone: (01980) €53434 Fax: (01980) 654256 


ROYAL NAVY HI RUGBY UNION 


ROYAL NAVY 

(Inter Service Champions) 
versus 

ARMY 

at 

Twickenham 
Saturday 30 March 1996 
KO 3pm 

Meet new and old acquaintances 
in the West Car Park 

NOT JUST A RUGBY MATCH BUT A SOCIAL OCCASION 

Tickets £10 (Children £5) 

also special rates for Schools and Sea Cadets Units 
from 

RNRU Ticket Secretary 01705 724193 
(Military 9380 24193) or write to: 

HMS TEMERAIRE, Burnaby Road, Portsmouth P01 2HB 

ALSO ROYAL NA VY versus ROYAL AfR FORCE 
Wednesday 10 April 1996 at Twickenham KO 3pm . 
Tickets as above 


Countermeasures says: “The 
rapid prediction of the extent and 
duration of these hazards will be 
crucial to the subsequent conduct 
of operations and would ensure 
... timely warning of risk, 

“This in turn will reduce the 
need to apply burdensome defen¬ 
sive techniques, such as the pre¬ 
cautionary wearing of respirators 
over extended periods of time.” 

Deliveries of the new equip¬ 
ment began in April and consist 
of a software programme and 
hardware. RN ships which 
already have suitable hardware 
arc receiving only the software. 

Mapping 

The BRACIS system consists 
of a hazard prediction pro¬ 
gramme, mapping which may be 
adjusted to the needs of specific 
users and a commander's guide. 

It will: progressively define in 
time and space the spread of bio¬ 
logical aerosols, nuclear fall-out 
and chemical vapours; estimate 
the time of arrival and departure 
of airborne hazards: estimate liq¬ 
uid chemical persistency and 
radioactive decay rates; and cal¬ 
culate the absorbed radiation 
dose resulting from exposure. 

The commander's guide can 
include information on chemical 
and biological agents, medical 
treatment, work rates and water 
consumption rates in a variety of 
climates while wearing protective 
equipment, and the usable life of 
such equipment. DCI JS 11/96 

Radon 

checks 

DEFENCE workplaces and mar¬ 
ried quarters arc being moni¬ 
tored for naturally occuring 
radon gas in areas known to be 
affected. 

Radon, a radioactive gas pro¬ 
duced from the decay of urani¬ 
um, is given off in several areas of 
Britain, including Cornwall and 
the Highlands of Scotland. 

A build-up of the gas poses a 
risk to health, so Commanding 
Officers arc being reminded of 
their responsibility to monitor 
workplaces and Service homes 
where there is a potential for 
exposure - especially in poorly 
ventilated areas. 

An action level of 400 bec- 
querels of radon per cubic metre 
of air has been set for the work- 

E lace, with the level for homes 
eing half that. In the ease of 
workplaces, radon concentration 
in 95 per cent of them have been 
found to be below the action 
level. DCI Gen 16/96 


Attack Warnings 
'BRACIS'wiilbe 
'more accurate 

AND QUICKER THAW 
OLD- STYLE TORECAST 



Old Bett-n-Braces prefers to rely on his canary and litmus 
paperT 

Help with course costs 

SERVICE personnel who attend certain courses run by civilian 
bodies may claim up to 84) per eent of the cost from the Ministry 
of Defence. 

journeys a week for 
p to 100 miles in each 


ting up 
which 


Under the Individual Refund 
Scheme the partial reimburse¬ 
ment applies to courses lasting 
to a year and longer and 
lead to a nationally recognised 
educational or vocational award. 
In addition, travel costs may be 
authorised up to a maximum of 


THIS regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting 
conditions of service. In 
the event of action being 
taken the full original text 
should be studied. 


five return _ 
distances up I 
direction - provided the weekly 
mileage total does not exceed 31X) 
and that budget funds are avail¬ 
able. 

Refunds may he claimed for 
external courses. Open 
University courses, distance¬ 
learning, resettlement prepara¬ 
tion courses, external examina¬ 
tions and NVQ courses. 

Before embarking on a course 
for which a refund may he 
claimed, the applicant must be 
interviewed by the local educa¬ 
tion officer or equivalent. 

DCI JS 13/96 



Wanted - 
watchers 
on the 
shore... 


THE ROYAL Navy is 
seeking more observers 
to take part in a world¬ 
wide intelligence network 
to monitor the move¬ 
ment of foreign merchant 
ships. 

Reporters for Operation 
Hornbeam - originally con¬ 
ceived to monitor the move¬ 
ments of Soviet Bloc ship¬ 
ping around UK waters - are 
drawn mainly from civil mar¬ 
itime organisations. Customs 
and Excise HM Coastguard 
and members of the RNR. 

To reflect the changing 
times, Hornbeam was 
extended in lTO to collect 
data on a wider range of 
shipping, an initiative that 
has proved highly successful 
in combating such ills as ter¬ 
rorism, drug trafficking and 
embargo breaking. 

The aim of Hornbeam is 
to contribute to the monitor¬ 
ing of '"vessels of interest"’ - 
all foreign registered ships of 
over 100gross tons using UK 
ports anchorages and, where 
possible, offshore territorial 
waters. 

Big task 

Reports on smaller ships 
are only required if their 
conduct or movements are 
unusual. 

Hornbeam cells are situat¬ 
ed at Maritime HQ 
Plymouth and at the HO of 
Flag Officer Scotland, 
Northern England and 
Northern Ireland. Reports 
by observers are made to 
these cells via 24-hour BT 
Freephone and Freefax sys¬ 
tems. 

The massive task of main¬ 
taining a database on the 
world 1 * merchant ship move¬ 
ments is being conducted in 
dose co-operation with the 
USA. 

Anyone who considers 
they could make a useful 
contribution to Operation 
Hornbeam should contact 
the OIC Hornbeam (South), 
MHO Plymouth, Richmond 
Walk, Plymouth PL1 4SG, or 
the OIC Hornbeam (North), 
HM Naval Base Faslane, 
Dumbartonshire, G84 8HL. 

DCI Gen 52/96 


College 

winner 

THE HERBERT Lott prize for 
the most outstanding student on 
the RN Staff College course in 
1995 has gone to a submariner, 
Cdr Philip Mathias, The Herbert 
Lott award for the best maritime 
studies paper was won by Cdr 
Ian Jess, and the Pelican Prize 
for the most ousianding foreign 
student went to Lt Car A. K. 
Chawla of the Indian navy. 

DCI Geri 49/96 


Paintball gamers to use MOD land 


THE MINISTRY of Defence is 
prepared to allow civilians to 
conduct paintballing games 
on its land. 

MOD recognises that paint- 
balling can complement certain 
types of military training and can 
be a means of generating income 
from the Defence estate through 
licensing to civilian clubs. 

Licences may be granted at the 
discretion of training area com¬ 
mandants in consultation with the 
Defence Land Agents. Licensed 
clubs must have public liability 
insurance and must be members 
of the European Paintball Sports 
Federation, 

DCI Gen 15/96 



We can only use Pusser's GreyV 
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Options 

Up for bidding - the new oiler to come 
after the Olwens 


TENDERS for design and build of up to two new 27,000 tonne oil tankers for the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary were invited by the Ministry of Defence last month. 


Two companies, BAE SEMA who are teaming 
with Kvaerner Govan Ltd, and GEC Marine's 
VSEL are being asked to bid for the new “aux¬ 
iliary oilers” to replace the ageing Olwen class 
fleet tankers, in service since the mid 1960s. 

Expected to be operational by the end of the 
century, they will be double hulled tankers 
capable of replenishing a pair of naval ships a! 
sea at a time and will have a flight deck and 
hangar for a single Merlin helicopter. 

They will be built largely to commercial 
standards with some military features, having 
a range of 8,000 miles, a top speed of 18 knots 


and offering provision of dieso, avcat, fresh 
water and a limited stores capability. 

A number of new features will include diesel 
electric propulsion, integrated bridge design 
and a membrane inert gas plant. 

Self defence 

The ship will have a limited self defence 
capability, military communications fitted and 
limited command and control facilities. 

There will be accommodation for 80 RFA 
and 22 RN personnel. 


Submariners 



museum 
has 200 
friends 


VITAL de humidifying equipment for HMS Alliance has 
been funded by the newly formed Society of Friends of 
the Royal Navy Submarine Museum. 


Naafi’s 
best and 
worst 

NAAFI returned 113.1m u> live 
Armed Forces Iasi year, despite 
its being, in financial terms, the 
toughest faced in the corpora¬ 
tion's 74-vciir history 7 . 

Sc rvice men i\ rul wo m c n 
received £5.74m in rebate from 
sale?». £5.76m income from gam¬ 
ing machines and E744JWH) from 
amusement machines. 

Naafi says that, when hiking 
troop cuts into accounl it is 
returning more money per head 
than ever before. 

Obligation to pay rebate on its 
sales meant that for the first 
time it recorded a deficit - of 
£4.263m. 

This reflects the costs of start¬ 
ing up the food supply to the 
Armed Forces contract, taken 
over in October 1994, Naali s 
core trade - shops, dubs and 
financial services continued to 
trade profitably. 

• Homeplan, a new home 
contents insurance scheme, has 
been launched by Naafi, 
Underwritten by General 
Accident* the overall sum 
insured under the standard 
twkti in oiMHK), with premiums 
based on a home's Location and 
number of bed room s.Tei 11115 
935 41 KKI for details. 


Captain George Hay hoe, 
secretary of the Friends who 
a I re a dy T rui ni be r o ve r 2( H£ 
told Navy News they had 
asked for a priority list of 
projects needing help. 

“The museum attracted 
54,500 visitors last year and is an 
important element of the 
Gosport and Portsmouth 
Millenium Project which pre¬ 
sents an exciting challenege for 
the Director ami his small staff,” 
he said. 

Formed under the presidency 
of Lady Fieldhouse with Rear 
Admiral John Hcrvev as chair¬ 
man. the Friends aimed to give 
the museum much more than 
moral support, as well as pre¬ 
serving the heritage of the 
Submarine Service in general. 

Privileges 

Membership - for as little as 
£10 a year - was open to all and 
carried special privileges such as 
unlimited free entry, with a 
guest, to the museum complex at 
fjMS Dolphin, Gosport, and 
organised tours and visits . 

Yo u ngest member w as 
George Chapman, whose father 
was serving in 1 IMS Victorious 
and who celebrated his fourth 
birthday with a party in I IMS 
Alliance last month. 

First annual meeting of the 
Friends will be held ai ihe 
Museum on July 5 and will be 
followed by a reception on board 

I IMS Alliance. For details of 
membership, write to Captain 

II ay hoe. c/o RN Submarine 
Museum, Haslar Jellv Road, 
Gosport PQ12 2AS. 


Looking at Clyde's new look 

DEFENCE Secretary Michael Portillo visited the new Clyde 
Naval Base and the RN Armaments Depot at CoulporL 
He called on board HMS Sandown, one of the minehunters 
now based at Faslane, and inspected the shiplrft, the new 
Northern Diving Group (see page 9) and the Submarine 
Command Team Trainer before spending the rest of the day 
at sea in a Vanguard class Trident submarine. 


• An artist's impression ot the new auxiliary oiler due to enter service at the turn of the century. 


GOSPORT ■ HANTS 

I A DEAL OF 
A LIFETIME! 



100 % 

PART EXCHANGE 

AND 

MORTGAGE PAID 
TILL JAN ’97! 


W hat better way to start the New Year, 
than in a brand new Barratt home? 
Our superb award-winning Premier 
Collection homes offer many attractive 
features such as en-suite bathriH>ms, utility 
rooms, family Mens', cloakrooms and so 
much more! 

And now, we Ye offering a great ‘Deal Of 
A Lifetime' - with your mortgage paid 
till January '97! 


100% PART EXCHANGE 


Our I K »nie Exchange Service means 
that we will consider either buying your 
present house through our famous 7 Day 
Part Exchange Service - or we w ill sell 
it for you through our Agency Selling 
Service, which i> tree, and gives you lull 
market value for your old house. 

It's a great way to buy and sell in one 
easy move. Ask for details. 


HELP FOR FIRST-TIME BUYERS 

Many lirst-riitiv buyers think they could 
never afford a home o! their own* but now 
they l all thanks la the Kirr.iu NO 
DEPOSIT AND MOVE-IN SC IIEME 
We'll aUi pay up in £500 towards ymir 
buying expenses. 


B A R R A T T 

. ( /?/vA/ivv.V 'P/'ctHivr f/(mtw 





EXCLUSIVE 
ARMED FORCES/MOD 
DISCOUNT. 
SAVE UP TO £2,000. 


YOU’LL HAVE TO MOVE FAST - THIS IS A LIMITED PERIOD OFFER/ 


If y<xTre a member ol the Forces, ur 
Mt 50 personnel, you will enjoy a 
special discount. Ask for details. 


King's Acre, 

off Grange Road, Gosport. 

Accburned cottage-style houses with 2 
and ^ bedrooms, fitted kitchens, central 
heating, double glazing and gardens. 

From £56,495, 

Sales office and show village open every 
day from 10am to 6pm. 

Telephone; 01705 522096 


Brand new Barratt development 

NOW OPEN! 


Broad Oak Lodge, 
Whiteley nr Fareham. 

1 in. 1 bedroom hnuws from 

i!62,995. 

Telephone: 01489 880554 


Blake’s Harbourside, Ham Lane, 
off Elson Road, Gosport. 

2 and } bedroom cottage-style houses from 

£59,995. 

Showhorne open from 10am to 6pm Thursday 
lu Sunday inclusive. (Monday 2pm to 6pm). 

Telephone: 01705 505529 lir 
Sales Hotline: 01705 275511 
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‘What I say is, if you want quality you've got to pay for it! 1 



Getting the 
message 
across 


IN HIS video message to the Fleet, previewed in 
this 500th edition of Navy News (see page 29) 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock Slater says most 
people are unaware of how much work the Navy 
does for the country - and of how hard it works 

It is a sad fact of life in this era of super-fast 
communications that the Navy paradoxically has 
more of an uphill struggle to get that message 
across - to get any message across - than ever 
before. 

Because an ever-growing variety of images and 
sound bites is vying for the attention of a public 
whose attention span is growing ever shorter. 

Civil war in Europe and violence in its streets 
concentrates the public mind only in fits and starts 
- until it is diverted by the latest development in 
one of the TV soaps 

Meanwhile Ihe Navy’s work goes on as it must, 
noticed or not. the fictional and off-screen doings 
of the denizens of Albert Square notwithstanding. 

Growing public 

Over the past 42 years Navy News has been 
carrying reports of that work to a steadily growing 
public of its own - one that has grown as the Navy 
itself has reduced, in manpower if not in the power 
of its hardware 

A public presently half a million strong, world 
wide 

In the latter part of that period the Navy s com¬ 
mitments [ now being kepi with 40 per cent fewer 
destroyers and frigates than it had five years ago) 
in the Adriatic, the Gulf, the West Indies, the South 
Atlantic, the Antarctic and the Far East - not to 
mention its contribution to NATO that was for long 
its chief preoccupation in the light of the Soviet 
threat - have received consistent coverage in 
Navy News during ail Ihe times when the rest of 
the media lost interest 

Vigilance 

It has paid close attention, too. to the Navy s 
work in humanitarian relief and rescue operations 
which seldom get the recognition they deserve 
elsewhere. 

For the latter, this months issue has reports of 
lives saved in home waters, the Carribean and the 
Adriatic, thanks to the vigilance of RN units. 

Publicity can be an expensive business, ol 
course Our own message to the Navy is to let us 
know your message - and we will carry it on to our 
readers free of charge. 

Each month some of them are actually pre 
pared to pay less than the price of a third of a pint 
to read it. 



TO MARK its 500th 
issue Navy News is 
instituting an annual 
PR Unit of the Year 1 tro¬ 
phy together with a 
£100 prize for the ship 
or establishment it con¬ 
siders to have made 
the best sustained con¬ 
tribution to the paper 
The winner will be 
announced in the 
autumn. 


• One of our first readers - note the blue cap worn in winter 
until 1956. Who was this seasoned H Stripey‘ from HMS 
Cawsand Bay photographed catching up on the Navy News of 
December 1954? 


500 


editions - and 


500,000 readers 


A s many as half a million people around the world 
will be reading this month's Navy News - the 500th 
edition. 


PRIZE 


Although its prime function 
is to serve as the newspaper 
of theSenior Service, it dearly 
reaches a much wider audi¬ 
ence, Indeed, recent market 
research has shown that fully 
40 per cent of its readership 
has no RN connection whatso¬ 
ever, past or present 
A couple of years ago the 
then First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Benjamin Bathurst noted: 
"Navy News' readership has 
grown as the Navy’s comple¬ 
ment has reduced. This sug¬ 
gests to me that the level of 
interest in our affairs outside 
the serving Navy shows no 
sign of waning . , " 

When Navy News first 
appeared in 1954 - the serving 
strength of the Fleet was then 
139,000, nearly three times the 
present total - it was purely 
the Portsmouth Navy News . 

In less than two years it 
grew to serve the whole of the 
RN and under the dynamic edi¬ 
torship of the late Bill 
Wilkinson MBE (1965-76} cir¬ 


culation soared from 25,000 to 
over 70,000. 

it continued to grow under 
his successor, John Tucker 
GBE, (1976-93) occasionally 
topping the 100,000 mark, and 
has remained at around its 
regular peak of 60,000 ever 
since the Falklands War of 
1962.The high pass-on rate 
indicates a readership app- 
proaching 500,000. 

Since it first entered the 
British Association of 
Industrial Editors (now the 
British Association of 
Communicators in Business) 
competition in 1972 Navy News 
has collected a total of 68 
awards without missing a sin¬ 
gle year - a unique achieve¬ 
ment 

HIGH 

PROFILE 


• The Prince of Wales visits Navy News' new offices at HMS Nefson,Portsmouth. March 10 T 1995. 
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y air lifeline in snow-bound Scotland . 
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and Marines save skier’s life in Norway 


RESCUERS 
IN ACH0N 
TOREAT 
CHAOS OF 
COLD WAR 

AS ARCTIC weather brought Scotland to a stand¬ 
still, Royal Navy helcopters there experienced their 
busiest days of the winter as calls for help came in 
thick and fast. 



Passing among trees like snow castles, members of HQ & 
Signals Sqn Winter Warfare Course move through a training area 
during deployment in Norway, Picture: PO(PHOT) Andy Chetty 


• 3 

_ 


And while Sea King heli¬ 
copters from HM3 Gan net were 
flying missions of mercy across 
huge snow drifts, Royal Marines 
in Norway, exercising in similar 
temperatures - but much less 
snow - saved the life of a skier 
whose leg had been severed in 
an horrific accident at the ski 
resort of Hemsedal, 

The Norwegian s limb had been 
sliced oft above the knee when he hit 
a barrier at speed after a collision 
with another Norwegian skier. The 


accident was witnessed by three 
Royal Marines who managed to 
place a tourniquet on the leg to con¬ 
trol the bleeding, one of them skiing 
to the resort rescue centre to sum¬ 
mon help. 

Mne Neil Colclough of Bp 
Company 42 Cdo, and Mnes Neil 
Ledger and Dave Morgan of Comms 
Troop, HQ & Signals, were highly 
praised by the ski resort and local 
police for taking swift and effective 
action to save the injured man’s 
life. 

Meanwhile, maximum advantage 


was taken by 3 Commando Brigade 
of the Arctic training facilities in 
and around the Valdres Valley, 
Among the visitors to see the Royal 
Marines go through their paces 
were C-in-C Fleet, Admiral Sir Peter 
Abbott, the Commandant General 
RM, U Gen Sir Robin Ross, and Maj 
Gen Constantin Goga of the 
Romanian Mountain Brigade. 

While temperatures averaged 
minus 20C, there was surprisingly 
little snowfall for the time of year - 
which could not be said for Britain. 

There the emergency services 


were brought to a standstill in the 
worst blizzards to hit southern 
Scotland for quarter of a century. 

Helicopters of 819 Naval Air 
Squadron at Gannet replaced the 
paralysed ambulance service to fly 
a woman, 26 weeks pregnant with 
twins, from Stranraer to Glasgow 
for urgent hospital treatment after 
complications set in. 

While in the air the crew was 
directed to Ayr hospital to pick up a 
four-week-old baby in an incubator. 
He was suffering from heart prob¬ 
lems and was flown to a special 


baby unit at the Queen Mother’s 
Hospital at Yorkhill, Glasgow. 

As a second 819 aircraft headed 
south to Kirkcudbright to find a 
downed electricity cable for 
Scottish Power, the other Sea King 
was back in action taking a woman 
suffering from back injuries to spe¬ 
cialist treatment at Edinburgh's 
Western General Hospital. 

However, heavy snow and visibil¬ 
ity of less than three-quarters of a 
mile prevented the helicopter from 
reaching the east coast, so instead 
it took the patient to Glasgow. 


Final parade for 
Plymouth Colour 


IN A SOLEMN ceremony a I 
Dev on port, the last Sov¬ 
ereign's Colour to he held hy 
the naval base was laid up in 
the Church of Si Nicholas, 
HMS Drake. 

The laying up fallowed the 
announcement last year that the 
post of Mag Officer Plymouth 
would he abolished on Febmurv 
14 , 

The Colour, which was pre¬ 
sented to the then Rag Officer 
Plymouth hy Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother in 1953. was 
paraded for the last time at cere¬ 
monial divisions in the drill shed 
at I IMS Drake. 

The Lord Lieutenants of 
13cvon and Cornwall represented 
the Queen. Former Plymouth 
Rag Officers, MPs and local dig- 
mi uric* also attended. 

Special guest 

One of the guests - Plymouth 
pub landlord Michael Neale - 
had been specially sought out as 
the seven-year-old boy who in 
1953 gave the Queen Mother wi a 
bouquet at the Colour presenta¬ 
tion almost 43 years ago. 

The service was conducted by 
RN chaplains the Revs, S, J. 
Golding, A. Wl P. Pudner and 
Richard Madders. 

The hau li ne down of t he flag of 
FO Plymouth on February" 14 
prompted the following signal 
from the First Sea Lord. Admiral 
Sir Jock Stater: 

"This marks the end of nearly 
27 years of this outstandingly suc¬ 
cessful focus for the Royal Navy’s 
operations in the South West 
since C-in-C Plymouth hauled 
down his flag. 

"HMS Scylla, the last ship to 



The Flag of Flag Officer Plymouth is hauled down for the last time by SE Sharon Brown. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Gary Hay 


be built in Devon port dockyard, 
put to sea in 1969, the year the 
flag (of FO Plymouth) was first 
raised. Since then nuclear sub¬ 
marines and modern escorts have 
made Plymouth their home, soon 
to be joined by new amphibious 
ships, 

"1 pay tribute to the impressive 


achievements of a taut organisa¬ 
tion - both uniformed and civil¬ 
ian - w hich ably supports ships, 
submarines, Service men and 
women and their families, 

"As a new chapter opens and 
the mantle of the Area Flag 
Officer is passed to the Flag 
Officer Sea Training and the 


Naval Base Commander, I am 
confident that the same tradi¬ 
tions. high standards and dedica¬ 
tion which have characterised 
this command will be continued 
far many years to come." 

• The Queen's Colour held by 
Portsmouth will be laid up on 
March 29. 


DON’T MISS A 
SINGLE ISSUE 

Subscribe 

t0 Navy News 

The Newspaper of the Royal Navy 

ORDER NOW AND~ 

BEAT INFLATION! 

There will be an increase in 
the cover price from 1st April 
1996. All orders received 
before this date will be HELD 
at current prices 


Every month filled with the latest news, views, sport, 
full colour pictures, promotions, reunions, jobs, 
accommodation, education etc., etc. 

For a UK subscription just send name, address and cheque/P.O for 

£12.00 for 12 months or £33.00 for three years 

For subscribers overseas (including Republic of Ireland, Europe, 
Canada, U.S.A. and Australia) the remittance for surface mail 
delivery is £15.50 for 12 months or £39.00 for three years 

Payment by Cheque/In tema tional Money 
Orders in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank 

Post your order and remittance 
Business Manager, Navy News, 

HMS Nelson, 

Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone: 01705 826040 

NAME . 

ADDRESS . 


Tel: .Postcode 


PLEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 



Month you wish to start . ..... 

Existing subscribers wifi be notified when their subscription is due for renewal 
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Above: Start gales ware 
controlled by a state-of- 
the-art time keeping 
system activated 
automatically by the 
competitor at the start 
and finish of each run 

Right: HMS Cochrane's 
team model the latest 
Scottish ski wear 

Below: A group of 
beginners on the nursery 
slopes with their 
instructor Tommy 
Wallace, Beginners 
are encouraged to 
return each year to 
improve their skiing and 
to compete at 
increasingly high levels. 


HUNDREDS of Navy skiers descended on the 
French resort of Valloire for the 1996 Alpine 
Championships. 

The annual event attracts more competitors than any 
other in the RN sporting calendar, with dozens of major 
and minor ships and establishments taking part. 

The races are designed to cater for skiers of every abili¬ 
ty, from expert to complete beginner, with the aim of 
encouraging as many competitors as possible to progress 
and return each year 

Race week began with the 
individual Giant Slalom with- 
winner Lt Jeff Choat of 750 
NAS shaving two seconds off 
the time of his nearest com¬ 
petitor, RN Squad Captain 
Keith Mills. 

HM3 Heron was able to 
draw on some very experi¬ 
enced skiers for the Major 
Team Giant Slalom, and a 
solid team performance gave 
them the edge over runners- 
up Seahawk and Nelson. 

750 NAS established their 
domination of the minor ships 
events with a comfortable vic¬ 
tory In the Minor Team Giant 
Slalom, with RMR Bristol and 
FONA In second and third 
place. 

The RNWSA Club teams 
raced in the same event with 
veterans Capt Robin Kerr, Capt 
Gordon Wilson, Mrs Fleur 
Rutherford and Mrs J de 
Halpert taking the honours. 

HMS Nelson capitalised on 
two Heron disqualifications 
and the excellent form of CPO 
Nick Griffin to secure the 
Major Team Giant Slalom and 
the Overall Major Team title. 

Battle 

The Inter Command Races 

C raved to be another exciting 
attle between Naval Air 
Command and the Royal 
Marines. 

Naval Air Command's Lt Jeff 
Choat set the pace in the 
Command Super Giant Slalom, 
descending the 495m vertical 
drop between start and finish 
in just 96 seconds, but with 
four Royal Marines finishing 
within in the next five places 
the event was theirs. 

The Royal Marines were 
stretched by a fall in the first 
run of the Slalom and Naval Air 

deep end 


0 RN ALPINE SKI jfc 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
0 VALLOIRE, 1996 0 


Command's even skiers held 
the advantage through run two 
to win. 

But the Royal Marines suc¬ 
cess in the earlier Super G still 
gave them an overall points 
advantage as they went into 
the Command Giant Slalom, 
their strongest event. 

Marines Sgt Ross Barbour 
lound peak form In the race 
where ail ten fastest finishers 
came from RM and NAC 
teams. 


Respectable times from 
Captain Keith Mills, CSgt Dave 
O'Connor and Mne Jimmy Gent 
made sure of victory in the 
Giant Slalom. The result 
allowed the Royal Marines to 
wrest back the overall Inter 
Command Champions title 
which was lost to Naval Air 
Command at last year's cham¬ 
pionships in Qrcieres Merlette . 

Plymouth Command were 
third overall with Scotland 
close behind. 


Ladies Overall Champion POWPT Carole Strong skied for 
Plymouth in the Command Super G, finishing in 112.8 seconds. 


Report by Dominic Haftal 
Pictures: ftiigel HuKtaMe 


The low down on t 


In at 


THE ALPINE Ski Championships are open to 
all serving personnel and more than 140 at 
this year s event arrived with little or no ski¬ 
ing experience. 

But after a week with the RNWSA’s team of dad* 

I icated instructors, 64 were ready for their first 
race, a 20-gate slalom. 

Navy News Assistant Editor Dominic Blake was 
in Valloire to cover the Championships, and 
entered the novice's event at the end of race 
week. 

He said: "The race is a fantastic experience and 
a very exciting way to put all you have learned to 
the test, it also makes you appreciate the skill of 
the senior competitors - it isn't as easy as it 
looks!" 

The team 

The team of instructors, WO(SC) Tommy 
Wallace, Lt Cdr Bob James, Mrs Lynne James, 
POWEM Paul Haltas, WOfCK) Gary Cooper and Lt 
Jim Norris, were available to anyone In need of 
tuition. 

WO Wallace said: "We are hoping that the peo¬ 
ple we are teaching will get a bug for racing and 
that they will keep coming back. After a couple of 
seasons they really get Into it" 

And he was particularly grateful to dry slope 
instructor Lynne James who gave up her holiday 
to help the team cope with the number of begin¬ 
ners. "Lynne has been absolutely excellent" he 
said. "She offered to step in and it was very much 
appreciated." 



RNWSA Instructors WQ{SC) Tommy Wallace, Mrs Lynne James, Lt Cdr Bob James, W( 
POWEM Paul Hallas.They are pictured with the two Citroen Synergls sponsored by Woods 


Race 
to nc 

THE RESORT of Valloire 
was given the 'thumps up’ 
by competitors after its 
first year as host of the 
RNWSA Championships. 

Experienced racers said 
that conditions in the resort 
were the best they they had 
encountered. 

Navy individual champion 
Jeff Choat said: "The pistes 
have been excellent. They are 
very hard so the number one 
racer gets almost Ihe same 
conditions as the guy that's 
going out 130th. 

"In softer snow the piste 
ruts up after about 20 or 30 
runs where everyone is turn- 


mmm 
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RESULTS 
IN FULL 


>rs warm 
»w venue 


Lt Jeff Cheat, 1996 Overall 
Champion, likely to captain 
next years RN squad team. 


The Carole Wilson Salver for 
Ladies Overall Champion 
POWPT Carole Strong, run¬ 
ner-up LWWTR Andrea Hart. 

Expert Individual Giant 
Slalom (Men) LT Jeff Choat. 
runner-up Capt Keith Mills. 

Expert Individual Giant 
Slalom (Lad ies) LWWT R 
Andrea Hart, runner-up 
POWPT Carole Strong 

The Andrew Baird Salver tor 
Combined Event Non expert 
(Men) Lt Arthur Mitchell, run¬ 
ner-up GMEA Roily Schofield. 

Thorley Trophy presented for 
the last time to Combined 
Event Non expert (Ladies) Lt 
Kate Lewis, runner-up S/Lt 
Sarah White 

Advanced individual Giant 
Slalom (Men) Lt Arthur 
Mitchell, runner-up Lt Debs 
Bhattacharya 

Advanced Individual Giant 
Slalom (Ladies) S/L! Ellie 
Squire, runner-up Lt Kate 
Lewis 

Upper Intermediate Giant 
Slalom (Men) Lt Jerry Butler, 
runner-up LREGTaff Pugh 

Lower intermediate Giant 
Slalom Lt Mark Ogiivie, run¬ 
ner-up PO(EW) Phi! Elston 
(with apologies to Mr Freddie 
Freestone who recorded a 
faster time but had to be recat¬ 
egorised). 

Lower intermediate Giant 
Slalom (Ladies) LWSA Emma 
Walkden. runner-up Julie 
Freeman 

Basic Individual Giant 
Slalom (Men) Lt Phil 
Carpenter, runner-up Lt Andy 
Naylor 

Basic Individual Giant 
Slalom (Ladies) Miss Pat Tidy, 
runner-up POWPT Elaine 
David 

Beginner (Men) OM(AW) 
Alec Neele (awarded a pair of 
Fischer skis and the 
Midshipman James Trophy) 
runner-up POME A Ian Sutton 

Beginner (Ladies) LWWTR 
Sharon Brown (awarded 
Fischer skis) runner-up Helen 
Tram let! 

Novice (Men) LMEA Gary 
Jackson (awarded Fischer 
skis) runner-up LCK John 
Murray 

Novice (Ladies) LWRN Mo 
Milne (awarded Fischer skis) 
runner-up LWAEA Tracey 
Parkes 

Junior, James O'Brien 

Veteran (Men) CPO Nick 
Griffin, runner-up Lt Mark 
Low. 

Veteran (Ladies) Lt Cdr Liz 
Spencer, runner-up Miss Sue 
Miflward. 

Super Veteran Capt Mike 
Johnson T runner-up CPOMEA 

Alan Bulfer. 

Debutants Award, Mr Frank 
Allen (presented with Fischer 
skis). 


Inter Command 

Christchurch Insurance Cup 
for Intercommand Champions 
the Royal Marines, runners-up 
Naval Air Command. 

The President’s Cup 
{Intercommand Giant Slalom) 
Royal Marines, runners-up 
Naval Air Command. 

The Trevor Jones Shield 
(Intercommand Slalom) Naval 
Air Command, runners-up 
Royal Marines 

The St Vincent Cup 
{Intercommand Super Giant 
Slalom Royal Marines, run¬ 
ners-up Naval Air Command. 

Iniercommand Giant Slalom 
Sgt Ross Barbour, runner-up 
Lt Jeff Cheat 

Intercommand Slalom Lt 
Jeff Cheat, runner-up Sgt 
Ross Barbour 

Intercom mand Super Giant 
Slalom Lt Jeff Cheat (winning 
the Richard Madely Trophy) 
runner-up Sgt Ross Barbour. 


Team events 

The Chairman's Bowl tor the 
Overall Major A Team HMS 
Nelson, runners-up HMS 
Seahawk. 

The Skiworid Bowl tor the 
Overall Minor A Team 750 
NAS, runners-up FONA, 

Major A Team Giant Slalom 
HMS Heron (winning the Tail 
Tankard, runner-up HMS 

Seahawk. 

Minor A Team Giant Slalom 
750 NAS (to be awarded the 
Du Pon Trophy) runners-up 

RMR Bristol 

Major A Team Slalom HMS 
Nelson (winning the Bareges 
Cup), runners-up HMS 

Seahawk. 

Minor A Team Slalom 750 
NAS (winning the Ordere 
Merlette Trophy) runners-up 

FONA 

Major B Team Giant Slalom 
Tankard HMS Heron, runners- 
up HMS Nelson 

Minor B Team Giant Slalom 
Tankard RMR Bristol, runners- 
up 750 NAS 

RN Winter Sports 

Association Club Team award, 
Beauties and the Beasts - Mrs 

F Rutherford, Mrs J De 
Halpert, Capt Robin Kerr, 
Capt Gordon Wilson 

Individuals 

Prest Plate for Men's Overall 
Champion U Jeff Choat, run¬ 
ner-up Sgt Ross Barbour. 


Left: Captain Keith 
Milts who ted the 
Royal Marines to vie* 
lory in the inter 
Command Racing. 
This was his last’ 
season as Captain 
of the Royal Navy 
Squad. 

Right: Visitors from 
the Australian Army 
Men and Womens 
Squad added colour 
to the 1995 
Championships, but 
they raced for hon¬ 
ours only 

Below: Lt A1 Goode 
opens Portsmouth 
Command's bid for 
the Giant Slalom 


Anxious moments; CSgt Dave O’Connor and Lt Kate Lewis 
wail tor their times to be announced during the team slalom 


Fond farewells 

THE 1996 Championships were the last for three stalwarts 
of Navy Skiing. 

It was the final year as President of the RN Winter Sports 
Association tor Vice Admiral Malcolm Rutherford, who presided 
over the past three championships and is the founder member of 
the skFmountaineering branch of the association. He hands over 
to Rear Admiral Johnfrewby. 

Lt Neil Riches from HMS Dryad steps down as Championship 
Organiser after six years in the demanding post and many more as 
a command-level skier and committee member Lt Riches was 
instrumental in computerising the race results and in making the 
championships much more accessible by recruiting SkiWorid to 
deal with all travel arrangements. He hands over to Lt Cdr Richard 
Ellis from MOD London, 

Finally, RN Squad Captain Capt Keith Mills is leaving the Royal 
Marines this year He has set a record by representing Navy skiing 
at all levels for ten successive years. He looks likely to be replaced 
as Navy Squad Captain by Lt Jeff Choat. 


Thank you 

THE SKI championships 
could not have been 
staged without major 
input from Christchurch 
Insurance Brokers who 
were the chief sponsors 
of the 1996 event. 

The organisers would 
also like to thank Woods 
Car Renta! for the use of 
two Citroen Synergies, 
the Sports Lottery for 
assisted travel the resort 
of Velfotre for lift passes 
and accommodation and 
SkiWorfd for donating six 
sets of skis for prizes. 


ing in the same place, but 
here it s actually icy so every¬ 
one gets the same,” 

The courses themselves 
were expertly managed by the 
Ecole Ski du France team who 
went on to stage the Super G 
World Cup at Valloire. 

Away from the race area 
there are 150 kilometres of 
piste to suit all abilities and 
over 100 snow cannon to help 
keep the slopes open. 

The resort of Valloire 
arranged accommodation 
and lift passes for all the 
RNWSA Committee members 
and is expected to remain the 
venue for the championships 
until at least 1998. 


ne; 

For full 
details of 

Kt year’s 



watch out for 
the RNWSA 
notice in 
September 
or October’s 
DCIs or contact 
SkiWorid on 
0171 602 0722. 


THE RN WINTER Sports Association Committee 
worked flat out, both on and off the piste, often late 
into the night, to ensure the competition ran like 
clockwork. They are (from back row left to right) 
championship organiser Lt Neil Riches, Hill Team 
Fred Whitworth, LCK John Murray, Dr Salty Murray, 
Lt Cdr Duncan Reid, Technical Delegate Maud 


Instone, Race Secretary Lt Cdr Andrea Crook, Lt 
Cdr Larry Young, Cdr David Morris, WO Henry 
Cooper, Cdr Mark Rothwell, (Irony Cdr Andy 
Gregory, Lt Andy Hepworth, Lt Cdr Richard Ellis, 
CPO Steve Bui ley, and CCMEA Ray Were. Missing 
are Membership Secretary Lt Cdr Mike Blowers 
and Results Coordinator Li Dickie Smith. 





































flu 

Options 


VY NEWS, MARCH 1996 



At Your Leisure 



Submarine CO’s 
wife receives 
uncanny signal 
de profundis... 


TWO NEW picture albums of naval action in World War 
\[ have rather missed the boat now all the anniversaries 
have passed, though both have something new to offer. 


The Imperial War Mu¬ 
seum Book of the War at 
Sea - The Royal Navy in 
the Second World War 

(£25) is surprisingly let clown 
by its illustrations, many of 
which arc already familiar 
images and which include a 
mixed bag of paintings repro¬ 
duced in colour. 

Il succeeds by letting the par¬ 
ticipants tell ihdr own suiries, 
with the benefit of the Museum's 
vast archive of writings and 
recordings expertly linked by 
Julian Thompson. 

The stark simplicity of these, 
stripped of any literary preten¬ 
sion, bring home the horrors with 
particular force - as with these 
descriptions of depth charging: 

l< We went to silent routine and 
started creeping away. We'd got 


about half a mile away, and one 
of the stokers dropped a bloody 
reat wheel spanner, it could 
ave been heard miles away from 
up top. The whole lot came 
charging down. You could hear 
the chuffle of the screws coming 
over. We were at about 300 ft and 
stopped. 

Snowmen 

I actually heard the splash of 
the depth charges going in, and 
the click of the hydrostatic pistols 
just before they went off. We all 
looked like snowmen, covered 
with the white cork from the 
deck he ad." (PO lan Nethercott). 

"My worst experience was 
being depth-charged when we 
were pushed down 4tK)ft, 100ft 
lower than the design depth. A 
lot of damage was done, includ- 


t 



A destroyer rescuing survivors , 1942 by Richard Eurich is one of 20 war paintings reproduced in colour in the Imperial War 
Museum's Book of The War at Sea , Other artists whose work is featured include Eric Ravilious and Edward Ardizzone. 


ing all the compasses. . . 

‘When you are depth charged, 
you wonder if you are going to 
come out of it. [ thought of my 
family. At 2 o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing, my wife was woken by my 
photograph falling off the chest 


of drawers in her bedroom. She 
was very shocked and immediate¬ 
ly said, ‘Aston is in trouble 1 . Later 
I compared dales and times with 
my wife, and it was exactly the 
same time." (Lt Cdr Aston Piper 
RNVR, CO of Unsparing), 


Paul Kemp's A Pictorial 
History of the Sea War 1939- 
1945 (Arms & Armour £20) 
scores with a better - and much 
bigger - selection of closely cap¬ 
tioned photographs derived from 
archives around the world. 


He has sensibly eschewed 
many of the better known ones 
and "his choice is well served by 
some excellent design work - half 
the battle in making this sort of 
hook - jump off the coffee table. 

-JFA 


WHY THE JAPANESE KNOW 
WHO THEIR FRIENDS ARE! 


VICE-ADMIRAL Sir Hugh 
Mackenzie, whose memoirs 
u The Sword of Damocles n 
were reviewed in Ncny News 
Iasi month, was famously the 
victim of friendly fire. 

His wartime command HMS 
Thrasher has a claim to having 
been the mosi damaged British 
submarine of the Second World 
War after three depth charges 
dropped around her by a 
Swordfish of the Fleet Air Arm's 
815 Squadron on July 2h, 1942, 
caused a list of injuries covering 
two densely typed sheets of 
foolscap. 

The fact that the boat survived 
this hammering testified both to 
her excellent construction and to 


the fact that the 25tHb depth 
charge was not big enough, 
Mackenzie's Flotilla Captain 
Capt S.M,Raw observed. 

Sanctuary 

The prolific Raul Kemp has 
found no trace of the proceed¬ 
ings of the subsequent inquiry, 
hut notes that the aircrew had 
not been advised that Thrasher 
was operating in the middle of a 
submarine "sanctuary" where a 
total bombing restriction was in 
force and that following the loss 
of the submarine depot ship 
I IMS Medway a month earlier 
Rear Admiral Philip Vian had 
ordered a maximum effort in 


anti-submarine ope rat io ns. 

In fact much of the informa¬ 
tion in Friend or Foe, published 
by Leo Cooper at £18.95, has not 
appeared in print before. 

The author has been helped 
by growing pressure on govern¬ 
ments to release hitherto classi¬ 
fied documents and has assem¬ 
bled over a hundred instances of 
engagements between ships, sub¬ 
marines and aircraft on the same 
side between 1939-45. 

Own goals 

This period is perhaps unfairly 
spotlighted since "own goals" in 
warfare are as old as warfare 
itself. 


It replaces the two-part 
1947-1902 volume, now the 
end of the Cold War has 
forced many navies - includ¬ 
ing the RN - to reassess their 
principal roles and the disin¬ 
tegration of the Soviet Union 
has allowed a flood of new 
information to reach the West, 
Thus, in the present volume 
every entry from Albania to 
Zimbabwe has come under 


fresh scrutiny. Coverage is 
broad and deep, extending 
down to minor patrol and 
landing craft in even the 
smallest navies. 

That said, though, fleet 
support and replenishment 
ships have had to be omitted 
for reasons of space despite 
their enhanced post-war 
importance.., 

These are specifically 


"fighting ships", then - only a 
few auxiliaries with specific 
combat value are included 
and non-naval maritime 
forces (coast guard, army, 
police or fishery protection 
services) are left out unless 
they enjoy a close relation¬ 
ship, like the US Coast Guard, 
with the national navy. 

“ JFA 


MORE/vavy ^4“ ' 

IN THE ^e*VS 19S4-W* 



From Suez to Sarajevo — more of the 
Royal Navy’s story in the Post War Era 


Following the success of ‘The Navy in 
the News’ a second volume was 
published to mark the 40th anniversary 
of the newspaper of the Royal Navy — 
once again drawing on its unique file of 
the Senior Service at work in the post 
war era. 243 items — with an 
introduction by HRH 
The Prince Of Wales. 


Navy in the News. Part 1. From Suez 
to the Gulf. Copies still available. 


PRICE: Incl. P&P 
£10.95 each part £11.95 each part 
UK. surface mail abroad. 


Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Tel: 01705 826040 
Fax: 01705 830149 


CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS TO ACCOMPANY ORDERS 
ARE TO BE MADE PAYABLE TO NAVY NEWS. 

For tx-ckrs foum outside UK payment ban be made by 
CbequcylnlemiationaJ Money Order in £ sterling ant) drawn on UK 
bank. Or for payment by credit card (UK or abroad) pi ease use the 
coupon on page 4. 


Interestingly, no record cun be 
found of the Japanese suffering 
any - and, at first sight surpris¬ 
ingly, submarine vs ship engage¬ 
ments are discovered to be the 
smallest category of friendly fire 
incidents at sea. 

Joint Zones 

Yet submarines operated 
alone and it was highly unusual 
to have surface forces operating 
in areas where their own sub¬ 
marines were on patrol - except 
in the Pacific where so-called 
Joint Zones were established. 

In such an area a target could 
only be attacked once it had 
been positively identified as hos¬ 
tile. 

- JFA 


Skulduggery 
down New 
Orleans way 

THE SCENT of Betrayal (Macmillan £15,99), David 
Donachie's fifth tale of skulduggery on the high seas 
featuring privateer Harry Ludlow, is set in New Orleans 
in 1795, 


The discovery of art aban¬ 
doned Spanish merchant 
ship plunges our hero into 
the midst of a tar-reaching 
conspiracy fuelled by jeal» 
ousy, personal ambition and 
nationalistic fervour. 

The Spanish are suspi* 
clous of Harry’s part in the 
affair and the Bucephaias 
(sic) is escorted to New 
Orleans and left under the 


guns of the harbour fori 
while the whereabouts of 
the ships cargo is investi¬ 
gated. 

They are not interested In 
the bales of cotton and bar¬ 
rels of sugar left aboard the 
deserted ship. Something 
far more valuable is missing 
and Harry is in dreadful dan¬ 
ger as a result. .. 

— JFA 


Updated evaluation of 
the world’s fighting 
ships includes lately 
released information 

CONWAY’S Alt the World s Fighting Ships 1947-1995 (Conway Maritime £75) brings up to 
date a highly praised series of reference books which cover the whole history of iron and 
steel warships. 
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Historic photos plucked from the Weddell Sea 


AUSTRALIAN photographer Frank 
Hurley was a member of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton’s famous 
Antarctic expedition of 1914-17, in 
which his ship the Endurance was 
crushed and sunk in the ice. 

His glass plate negatives almost 
went down with tier - but Hurley, brav¬ 
ing the freezing water and grinding 
ice floes, dived into the Weddell Sea 
and recovered them. 

Over 400 had to be destroyed, 
though, leaving less than 100 to tell 
the story in what has been described 
as “the finest group of news pho¬ 
tographs ever made “ 

A limited edition ot 35 of these, now 
owned by the Royal Geographical 
Society, has been issued by Atlas 
Limited Editions, each priced between 
£140-El 95. Tei 0171 4B6 4195 for 
details. 


Eerie glow 

Slides taken by Hurley were used 
by expedition member Dr Leonard 
Hussey to illustrate a lecture tour 
around Britain he made on his 
return.These have now been 
employed by Geoff Selley FRGS 
together with Hussey's original notes, 
to recreate the lecture In the authentic 
eerie glow of the magic lantern. 

He will be presenting The Greatest 
Survival Story Ever Told on board 
HMS Endurance on her return from 
her current Antarctic deployment - 
and at HMS Nelson on Nov 9. Contact 

• Frank Hurley himself appears in 
this picture from the collection, feed¬ 
ing the dogs at their kennels beside 
the ice-bound ship. 



HARRY TATE'S NAVY 

One Man's Story of the 
Royal Naval Patrol Service 
by Jimmy Brown 

ISBN 0 9522706 1 7 
"I read rt ihrough at once and found it 
rrosi interesting," Rt Hon Lord Callaghan 

“You have caplured the atmosphere of the 
Patrol Service and its quite remarkable 
spirit* Rev Eric Milton 

Tacked with humour, splendidly written" 
David Morgan, Forres Gazette 

Available from good bookshop's or signed 
copies available from 

Jimmy Brown 
6 Straihburn Gardens 
Inverurie AB51 4RY 
at cover pnce of £6,95 Sterling post free 


HMS ALBION 


1944-1973 



The Old Grey Ghost 
By Neil MtCart 

A highly readable and comprehensive 
history of this welt known ami popular 
airerah-CiUTier/commaniio ship from (he 
laying of (he keel in 1944 lo her demise 
in 1973. Over 150 photographs, some in 
colour. Foreword by Admiral of the 
Fleet Sir William Siaveky. Price £13.95 
+ £1,50 p&p (3.50 p&p overseas — 
sterling cheques) Available from 
FAN PUBLICATIONS, 

17 Wymans Lane, Cheltenham, 
GknGLSI 9QA, 

or from your total bookshop. 


SFASCOPi: BOOKS. Specialist se¬ 
condhand and nut of print Naval and 
nautical books. Write today for a 
FRFE catalogue to "Seascupc Books" 
M V Laura Vieira. PO Box 406. 
Miiitfoionv. Kent. ME36 OXF. 

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service, locating out of 
print titles on all subjects. No obliga¬ 
tion or SAE required. Contact: 6 Cler- 
kenwell Cottages, Haddenham, 
Bucks, HP 17 8BJ. (01844) 292083, 

“HJWS, GANGES (The final fare¬ 
well).. video, Ideal birthday/surprise 
present. Documentary' includes all 
aspects of GANGES before demoli¬ 
tion. One tear-jerking hour of nostal¬ 
gia. produced bv JOHN DOUGLAS 
author H M S. GANGES (Roll on mv 
dozen') A H M,S. GANGES (Talcs of 
the TR.GG/S.) 

5.A.E. details Douglas Hse. Pen- 
marth Redruth. Cornwall TR lb bNX 


BOND IS BACK 



James Bond (Pierce Brosnan) gets to grips with Natalya (Isabella Scorupco) In GotdenEye * 


WHEN the first James Bund movie was released (in 1962 - Dr No), Kennedy hadn't been shot, the 
Beatles hadn't made the charts and Erie Cantona's parents hadn't even met. 


The world turns and here we 
are now with GoldenEye seeing 
the advent of Janies the Fifth, or 
Sivth if you count an even earlier 
American TV incarnation, in the 
person of Pierce Brosnan. 

Apart from appearing u touch 
wiry, putting him at a disadvan¬ 
tage in scenes involving major 
thumping. Pierce Is perhaps the 
most satisfactory 1)07 since the 
original - lean, sardonic, with the 
requisite touch of top-drawer 
ruth less ness. 

As someone said of Humphrey 
Bogart; “He looks at an enemy as 
though he means it, and when he 
looks at a woman he looks as 
though he means that, as well,*' 

None of the traditional ingre¬ 
dients is omitted; the cheeky pre¬ 
credit sequence, spectacular 
enough for any other movie's big 
finish, the scenes at HO. with M 
stating the mission and Q ("Now 
ay attention. Double-Oh 
even”) doling out the exploding 


Screen 

Scene 


biros, the Luscious lovelies, sweet 
and sour, the villains despatched 
to the accompaniment of a brisk 
one-liner. 

All in all. it seems a good bet 
that Bond will still be around to 
combat the perils of the new mib 
lenium, 

A general rule in movie-watch¬ 
ing; if a character is alleged to 
have died violently but the movie 
makers neglect to show you the 
bullet-riddled corpse, be pre¬ 
pared for the character's dramat¬ 
ic reappearance about two-thirds 
of the way through the picture. 

The weary old ploy is to he 
found in GoldenEye and it crops 
up again in Assassins the new 


Sylvester Stallone movie, which 
is the RNFC's other 16mm 
release this month. 

This is ihe talc of two hit-men, 
a nice sad one (Stallone), who’s 
supposed to be the best, and a 
nasty, hyperactive one (Antonio 
Banderas), who aims to replace 
him. 

So it's Italy v Spain for the title 
No I with a Bullet and, needless 
to say, this is no film for support¬ 
ing players: passing heal cops, 
next-door neighbours, taxi divers 
- all are skittled out of the frame 
almost as soon as they enter it. by 
the virtually constant hail of 
small arms lire. 

Stallone as the killer with the 
heart of gold tends to his image 
by combining bulging biceps with 
a soulful, reproachful gaze. 
Banderas, as hi'* manic rival 
ought, at the very least. Lo try 
switching Lo decaffeinated col- 

fcc - - Bob Baker 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 
98/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL. 
Telephone: 091 26S 6333 



Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Llskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


HOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Scud for free Gat* of used tnd 
amiquarion books from our huge slock 
on Sav»] & M e rd unit Shipping 

\. FISHER NAUTICAL 

[tunlswiMPd, Si. Helena. L.Jinc 
Si real, |tnssiKrks, Sussex ItNft KSI> 
TtlA’«Oi273 8W273 


DO YOU HAVE A 
BOOK TO PUBLISH? 

The© lodcji kxkpcnira publisJn 
nny be ati c lo bdp you. 

THE PENTLAND PRC55 

Edinburgh - cahbcukc dukhan ■ uia 

Wiii* Edioiil Office INN) 

1 Htffus Gene, S<xah Qaidi, 
Bishop Anckl wL Durtuun DLH 6XB 


AUTHORS 

Let Us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 
465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 

Member at The Publishers Association 


NAVAUMARITIME BOOKS. Our 

free monthly analogues offer a con¬ 
stantly changing and interest] ng selec¬ 
tion of scarce, secondhand and out-of- 
prmt hooks covering all aspects of 
naval, mercantile, and seafaring acti¬ 
vities, We arc also interested in pur¬ 
chasing large or small colleciions of 
maritime literature and ephemera. 
Gerald Lee Maritime Books. 73 Clay- 
hall Avenue. Ilford, Essex, IQ 5 QPN. 
Phone'Fax 0181-550-7317. 


IJOY SEAMAN R.N. 
THE TRUE STORY 

The full story of Boys Training 
in the Royal Navy from 179(1 
— 1976. Including training in 
the days of sail and the Boys 
Training Establishments. The 
tough training, discipline 
leading to the best sailors in the 
world. Publication Mid March. 

For your copy of this lxx>k 
write to 

Tom Robson, l Skeldaie Grove, 
Rnnkhum Road, Darlington, 
Co. Durham DU OGW 
Price £1035 +£IM P&F 
Overseas £4.00 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction, Nonfiction. Biography, 
Retnjious. Poetry. Childrens' 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 

Wr ile or send your manuscript lo 

MINERVA PRESS 

J QUITWOHPTON ROAD, LONDON SWI 30Q 


The Forer.tost Book on Navy Songs 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES" 

Traditional song & Verse of The 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 

Compiled by CYRIL TAWNEY 

'A slice ot nostalgia of immense 
appeal” * NAVY NEWS 

Price (tnc. p.Ap): E 12.50 gJK/BFPQ 
Only. E! sow he re add £ 4 , 50 ), 

(All overseas payments in Sterling t?y iWQ 
or cheque drawn on a British bank, please| 

Orders lo NEPTUNE (NN) 

S2t hfeanwood Road, LEEDS LS6 44W. 


CALLING ALL 
AUTHORS 

□ □□ 

Reach almost 1/2 million 
readers through the 
pages of Navy News. 

TO ADVERTISE 
TEL: 01705 724226 
FAX: 01705 830149 
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Reunions 


MARCH 

PNC A The Royal Naval Communications 
Association will held Iheir third AGM m the 
senior rales mess. HMS President, al 14QQ 
on March 9 Serving and ex-serving commu¬ 
nicators should contact Sam Mac^arlane on 
01634 684317 lor details 

LCA 524 Flotilla serving on Empire 
Arquebus al Normandy, D-Day 1944. previ¬ 
ously LCA 60th on SS Duchess of Bedford 
and LCA 10th on HMS Princess Astnd. 
Members wishing to attend the second 
reunion on March 15 at HQS Wellington 
should contact Reg Hodgson, Lowndge. 
Knowl Hill Common. Heading RGlQ 9YD Tel 
01628 822512. 

Undine'Urchin Associahon reunion. 
March 22-25 al Butfins Grand Hofei. 
Llandudno Many new faces are attending, if 
you ate interested contact Stan De AIM Tel 
01476 860832 

HMS While sand Bay Association nqld 
their flth reunion al the Royal Sailors' Home 
Club. Portsmouth on March 23. For details 
contact Geoff Nightingale. 266 Galley Hifl. 
Gadebndge, Hem-el Hempstead, Herts HPi 
3LD Tel 01442 63405 

Grapple 251 h reunion tor officers who 
served on Christmas Island, the RAF Club, 
126 Piccadilly. London. March 23 For details 
contact Mr DM BrockelE, Basil St Hotel, 
Kmghtsbridge. London SW3 1AH 

HMS Wren Atlantic. Russian convoys. D 
Day operations m the West Channel Persian 
Gull The 3rd reunion will be held March 23- 
24 Would officers and men not already in 
touch please contact Ron Young on 01373 
822619 

Sussex Naval Heserves Association 

invites all those who belonged to HMS 


Over to you 


Royal Naval School Verdaia, Malta 

1958-60 Teacher Mrs EG McMaeking, Derek 
Granger. and school fiends (especially 
from class 3C2 and 3C2J) are asked to con 
(acl Mr David Pickefl. 19 Wheeler St. 
Maidstone. Kent ME 14 UU let GT 622 
681889 

HMS Adventure and all other mine laying 
unrls operating Irom Millford Haven. 
Pembrokeshire, in War and peacetime a 
weekend pilgrimage lo the recently dedicated 
minelayers memonai is planned for May. All inter 
esled should send a SAE lo Gwyn Evans. 66 
Beverley Grove. Blackpool FY4 2BE Tel 01253 
346885 

HMS Venus An old shipmate from the 1950s 
is looking lor photographs of Venus, and any 
interesting details ll you can help, please contact 
Bnan HaH go Mrs Pat Kerry, 117 Liverpool Rd. 
Upton by Cheshire CK2 IBB 


Sussex RNR. Hove. Sussex, lo a reunion on 
March 30 at the TA Centre. Dyke Rd. Hove, 
from 1930 Entry is by invitation only. Please 
contact JJ Black Em 3 Trowtock Way, 
Tedding ton, Middlesex TWi 1 9QZ. 

APRIL 

Fa si Minelayers Association The SE 

Branch meef al 12 nooh on April 2 at the 
British Legion Club. Bragan;a Si, 
Kennmgion, London Contact Ray Moore. 89 
Walling Rd, Norwich NR7 9TG. Tel 01603 
437652 

HMS Vindtir The third annual reunion 
lunch will be held at the Union Jack Club. 
Waterloo. London, 1100 lo 1600 April 24. For 
details please Send a SAE to Chris Tye. 5 
Begonia Ave, Gillingham, Kent Tel 01634 
232884 

HMS Kenya Assoctelion holds a reunion 
in Plymoulh, April 12-13. Any ex Kenya s Irom 
1940-62 will be more than welcome Please 
contact Bill Boardman.Tel 01 Si 487 0093 as 
soon as possible 

HMS Charybdis and HMS Umbourno. 

lost October 23 1943. The Charybdis 
Association holds its AGM and gala dinner at 
the Apollo Hotel. Birmingham on April 13. 
Details from Mr Neil Wood, The Fingerposl. 
Cleobury Rd. Far FoteSl. nr Kidderminster 
DY14 9TA Tel 01299 266048 

H MS B u rn ham Assoc ial ion 1940*44 

holds ilS 16th reunion al Burnham on Sea 
Apni 19 21 For details contact Sam 
Langford. 50 Drew Gardens, Green ford. 
Middlesex UB6 7GG Tel 0181 902 9001 

HMS Lesnder reunion. April 20. al Ihe 
Royal Fleet Club. Monce Square. Devonport. 
Plymouth For details, contact Danny Neve. 
25a Haddington Rd, stoke Plymoulh PL2 
iRR Tel 01752 562973 


R FA Engsdine Do you have a photograph or 
negative of the shp in San Carlos Waler during 
Ihe Falklands War"* Ex RFA SIG Tim Walker 
needs one lb paint an accurate waler cotour II 

K ean help, conlact him at 6 Mesdowscle. 

gevfieatte. Nr Market Drayton, Shropshire 
TF94RB 

HMS Constance D71 Do you know wtiere 
Ihe ship's belt s and any other artifacts rescued 
before she was scraped m t956? Please contact 
Ernie Bakterson. 43 Cud Place, Sleaford. Uncs 
NG34 7HR Tel 01529 413410 

Sea Cadet Cornwell who Took part in the VJ 
March, to sought try Mr JR Carpenter, Flat 3. 
Guardian Gaud, Westwood Rd, Rsdswood, 
Southampton S017 IWH 

War Graves Mr H Calterson has pho¬ 
tographs ol the graves of Ihe following 
men reefing in Malaysia and Singapore 
and would like to pass Them on to rela- 


Military ball and reunion. April 20. al Ihe 

Oakley Centre. Wesl Street. Crewe. Brass 
bands, grand muster ol colours and stan¬ 
dards. five hours of entertainment. All pro 
ceeds to Service charitas For details, con¬ 
lact J Davis, 6 Mavor Court. Crewe CW1 
3BL Tel 01270 257092 

RNR Poslal branch, ihrrd reunion and 
dinner, April 20 al the Wellbeck Hotel, 
Blackpool For details, contact David 
Dennis, 1 Crolt Rise, Menston llkley. West 
Yorks LS29 6LU. Tel 01943 875608 

HMS Decoy 1967-71 A reunion will be 
held at Ihe Sandringham Hotel, South sea. 
April 26-27 For details contacl D H 
Braifhwaite. 9 Moorland Drive, Birkenshaw, 
Bradford BDtl 2BU Tel 01274 684799 

HMS Consort Association A reunion 
will be held al Devonporl April 26-28, 
Details Irom John Brewer. 31 Leg is Walk. 
Plymoulh PL6 7DE Tel 01752 783064 
HMS Highlander A reunion will be held 
at Ihe Claremont Hotel, 324;326 Hagley Si, 
Birmingham, April 26-28 Any survivors of 
HMS Laneasina rescued by Highlander will 
be warmly welcomed Contact Ken 
Chaplin. 15 Great Eastern Rd. Hockley. 
Essex SS5 4BX Tel 01702 202725 

HMS Lance (G87) A reunion will be 
held 3.1 Ihe Civil Service Club, Great 
Scotland Yard. London, on April 27. Ail ex- 
Lancers welcome, Contacl J Bennett HI 
King Charles Rd. Surbiton 0161 399 0996. 

RN DEM5 Association The Southern 
branch holds its 12th reunion al the RNA 
Club, Hanworth. Middlesex, on April 27 
Details from Charles Colhs, 2 Neil Close, 
Ashford, Middlesex TWI 5 iNT. Tel 01784 
256268. 


lives AB j Mac C Glrvan HMS Abingdon. 
STO WL Flynn. HMS Terror. AB J 
Dempsey, HMS Prince of Wales. AB RN 
Coomes HMS Highflyer, CODER EGF 
Carr. HMS Bragar^a. AB J Anderson. 
HMS Repulse STO R Burns HMS 
Hariland Point. MNE EJ Nevard. 45 RM 
Commando. MNE J Storey and A/SGT 
WRN Rowe of 42 Commando, and U M 
Dowling MNE RA Clarke. A/CPL LG 
Ireland and MNE C Alexander of 40 
Commando. Please send a 6 x 4-mch SAE 
to Harry Catterson. 27 Rissingtcm Walk, 
Thornaby. Stockton on-Tees TS17 90J 
Tel 01642 881770 

Captain Stephen Radcilffe commander 
of HMS Drake, torpedoed Rathlin Island. 
1917. An author is Seeking living relatives. 
Please contacl Thomas J Cecil, Ralhlm 
island. Bailycastte. Co Antrim. N Ireland 
BT54 6RT Tel 012657 63915 



LET US HELP ORGANISE YOUR 
NEXT REUNION 


We Offer ... 

♦ Selection of banqueting/meeting venues for 

up to 2000 delegates. 

♦ Range of accommodation from Guest House 

to 4 star hotel - At competitive rates 

♦ Beautiful Coastal Location 

♦ Excellent range of day trips 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE.... 



Join the many Naval organisations who have already 
discovered North Yorkshire’s warm welcome and 
hospitality. For more details 

CALL OUR CONFERENCE HOT-LINE 

01723 369151 


The Sherborne RNA Hospital reunion 
and buffet lunch will be held at The Crown 
Inn. Greenhill, Sherborne, on April 27 from 
1230, All slafl and former patients very wel¬ 
come. For lickels please send a SAE and a 
cheque for £9.75 to Mrs D Scheie held. The 
Bungalow. Wall mg Sr, Hocklifle. Leighton 
Buzzard. Bedfordshire LU7 §NF Tel 01525 
210867, 

MAY 

HMS Khedive (062} A reunion will be 
held in May Ship's company, air staff, 899 
Squadron (1944} 808 Squadron " 

- i-ii-i—nrEmt 


Embleton Tel 01924 


ranks. Details Irom Peter 
400208. 

HMS Tenby As sad alien (J34 and F65) 

The next lamp swinging contest will be held 
May 3 5 al ihe Trecam Hotel, Babbacombe, 
Torquay, Devon. Details irom Phil Rowe on 
0161 7477325 

HMS Duke of York mini reunion week¬ 
end m Blackpool, May 3-5, Contact Mr R 
Draper. Rose Collage. 103 Orchard Park. 
Elton, Chester CH2 4NQ Tel 01928 725175. 

National Standard Bearers competition 
and reunion weekend. May 10-12, al 
Bridlington. For details contacl Mike Cooper. 
No 11 Area RNA. on 01274 632986 

HMS Com us comrades reunion in York, 
May 11. Details Irom Chair man/Secretary Mr 
D Towney-Jones Tel Q1705 464800 or 
Treasurer G Harper on 01302 708135. 

HMS Opportune 1942-45 A reunion will 
be held May 13-16 at the Siretion Hotel, 
Blackpool. For details please send a SAE to 
Len Phillips. 8 Redgate. The Pippins, 
Norfbwich, Cheshire CWfi 4TG. Tel 01606 
79880. 

CINCIBERLANT 1992-95 A reunion al a 
caravan park is planned for May 17-19 for 
families and singles Replies urgently 
required So that accommodation can be 
booked. Contact Andy Hunstone on 01705 
798412 or Steve Render thy on 01705 
591956 

IS Exmoulh LNTS Association The 

third reunion will be held May 18-19 at 
Lydney. Details from John Goddard. 88 
Rareridge Lane. Bishop's Waliham. 
Southampton S032 VDX Tel 01489 894826 

JUNE 

RN Radar Branch The PR| Association 
plans a reunion in June/July open to all serv¬ 
ing and ex-serving officers and sen tor rates 
of the radar branch For information, conlact 
CPOWREN Liz McMurchie. PRI Association. 
HMS Dryad. Soulhwick, Hants PG176EJ Tel 
01705 284280. 

RAF Leuchars (829 Squadron) A 

reunion is to be held In June in Ihe Yeovil 
area For details send a SAE to CPO 
Mumlord or LAEM Black al RMS Heron. 
Ifchester, Somerset BA22 8HT 

Gunnery Instructors Association The 

reunion dinner will be held in Fern ham: Hall. 
Fareham. June 1. For deteiis. contacl Adi 
Chambers. 20 Montague Rd, North End. 
Portsmouth P02 ONF Tel 01705 645420. 

HMS SI Vincent - Blake 104 (June 5, 
1946 entry) A reunion is planned lor June 4. 
For details contacl Alan Dobson, 5 Anne 
Mount. 44 Madeley Rd, London W5 2LU, Tel 
0181 997 6495 or email 

1 00564 1027@oompuserve.com. 

RNAS Culdrose celebrates its diamond 
jubilee on June 6 and 7, Ex-Squadron mem¬ 
bers who would like details ol even is should 
contacl U Cdr Neil Tonkin, RNAS Culdrose. 
Helston, Cornwall TR12 7HR. 

886 (PR) NAS, Ceylon 1941-46 The sec 

ond reunion weekend will be held at ihe 
Cedars Hotel. Loughborough, Leicestershire 
Juno 7-9. For details, contacl Joe Kelly on 
01902 822612. Norman Perrtman on 01934 
820553. Maunce Smith on 01472 816440 or 
write lo 28 Ash wood Drive. Humberston. 
Grimsby DN36 4TX. 

HM Rescue Tugs Veterans Association 

(T124T) hold the mth reunion at Fleetwood. 
June 7-9. For more information conlact L 
Sutton on 01482 212996 or J Williams on 
01482 508984 

North Russia Club A reunion will be held 
on June 6 at HMS Nelson. Portsmouth Ex 
crew members of HMS Belfast welcome. C10 
per head includes bullet meal and entertain¬ 
ment, Contact Mervyn Williams 67 Owe Rd. 
Southampton SOI 6 5FT Tel 01703 906402 

HMS Diadem Association A reunion is 
planned for June 8 at The Queens Hotel. 
Southsea Any old shipmates who are not 
members of ihe association are asked to 



PICTURE PUZZLE 


THE WINNER of the Navy News Mystery Picture com¬ 
petition No, 11 which appeared in our January issue 
is Mr B Elliott of Biyth, Northumberland, 

His entry was drawn at random from replies which named 
the photograph as that of the cruiser AehiUes which served 
in the Royal Navy, as a New Zealand ship, and then with the 
Indian navy as the Delhi. She was finally paid off and 
scrapped in 1976. Mr Elliott receives our cash prize of £25, 

A further prize is offered for a correct solution to this 
month's puzzle. Tell us: 


I.Ttie name of the ship 
2 + The significance of 
the sail 

Complete the coupon 
below and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy 
News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. 

Coupons giving correct answers 


to the questions will go into a prize 
draw to establish, a single winner 
Ciosmg date for entries is April 15. 

More than cute entry con be Sub¬ 
mitted, but photocopies cannot be 
accepted Do not include anything 
else in your envelope no corre¬ 
spondence can be entered into and 
no entry relumed 

The winner will be announced in 
our Mayl edition. The competition 13 
not open 10 Navy News employees 
or th&ir families. 


The name of the ship is,„,...... 

The significance of the sails is..„.. 

MYSTERY PICTURE 13 

Name.... 

Address...*__ 


conlact Peter Efomand, 17 Greyslone Ave, 
Bognor Regis. Wesf Sussex PQ21 5EA. Tel 
91243 864680 

Bridlington. The Combined Ex Services 
Association ol SndJingion hold their annual 
conference and reunion weekend June 14- 
16. Tickets are 66.50 Contact the ticket Sec 
rotary. 17 Hustler Rd. Bridlington YOl6 5RN 

Portsmouth Command Field Guns 
Crew annua! reunion will be held m HMS 
Excellent, Whale Island, Portsmoulh, on 
June 22, Full details from Peter Ruddock 


Calling old shipmates 


J 


HMS Hardy 1969-71 Mr M Longbohom 
would tike to hear Irom Chiel Stoker Jumper 
Collins and ex-POME and ex-MElS Sam 
Cook, Sharkey Ward, Tony Donohoe, Jock 
Doyle. Dave Ashworth. Jock Strachan and 
LME Bob Bayltss Contacl him al 31 Boiler 
St, Gnmsby, South Humberside DN32 8BL 
Tel 01472 361546 or via Scouse Sheldon al 
39 Centaur St, Fonsmoulh 01705 343612 

HMS Narvik under Commander Erie 
Steam during the Christmas Island Grapple 
Squadron bomb tests. January lo April 
1959. Ofo Shipmates, officers and crew who 
are interested in a reunion should contact 
Phil Tilteard, 44 Bishop's Oak Ride. 
Tonbridge. Kem TNiO 3PB Tet 01732 
351807 

HMS Cabbala Lawrence Whyte would 
like to hear Irom WREN/TEL Edna Mason, 
Please write to him al 12 Camphitl Ave, 
Glasgow GL41 3AY, 

Royal Marines Condor, Arbroath All 

Royal Marmes gunners. Royal Engineers. 
RN and RAF personnel who served in 
Condor are invited to a 25-year reunion. For 
details, please send a SAE to Mr Davy 
McCaige. 21 Priory Crescent. Arbroath 

HMS Javelin Mediterranean 1942-43 

Former AB Bob Nieklin, from G Windmill Rd. 
Etwall Derby DE65 6JX kept a diary of 
events on board and woukJ like to hear from 
old shipmates particularly Fletch and Smithy 
(from Stornaway \ Tel 0t2B3 733722 

Stoker Fire Fighters 1943-44 If you 

served in the Stokers FF al Hornet. 
Fieldfare or RNAS Evanlon (NE Scotland) . 
please contact termer LDG STO Syd 
Farrow. 23 Bower Farm Rd Old Whittington, 
Chesterfield. Derbyshire S41 9PR Tel 
01246 45321J 


HMS Victorious Aircraft carrier. 1947-48 
Former O'S William Cheetham would like to 
hear from anyone who served in Ihe Vic at 
this lime or earlier in HMS Royal Arthur. Was 
she the fosl ship ol ihe name until the cur 
rent submarine? 34 Oak hill Drive, Broad 
Oak, Rye. East Sussex TN3i 6QT, 

HMS Tenby F65 A/S Frigate 1955 to 
1973. & Minesweeper J34 t§4i-46 Still 
searching for e* ship's company lo jorn the 
association, meet up wi(h old friends and 
new. Don I delay! For information please 
phone Jeh May on 01344 59368 

HMS Impregnable 1947-48 St Budeaux, 
Plymouth. Refer MgsS. John Oates Frank 
McCullough and Mick Coe plus twenty other 
boy seamen are looking lor Ihe ‘Rest ol the 
Best to form an association and have a 
reunion 50 years on. Contact P Moss. Lane 
End, Strait Lane, Huby LSI7 QHF Tel 01423 
734875, 

LEM (A) Dennis Buckley Irom RNAS 
Lossiemouth, possibly lived in Arbroath, 
originatty from Nottingham. LREM (A) Gerry 
Saleh Hutson (later Chief) would tike to hear 
Irom you. 33 Maple tree Ave, Horndean, 
Waterfoovilte. Hants P08 9BN Tel 01705 
591078 

Melton Mowbray RNA are seeking new 
members. They meet on ihe firsl Thursday of 
each month. For details contact Eric Morris 
Tel 01572 722433 

POWTfi TE Me Cal ley PMX 55451 ex 
HMS Prince ol Wales or Repulse ex NMAS 
Kuitabul sunk during Japanese mini-sub raid 
►n Sydney Harbour May 31 1943.Ex Writer 
Keith Smi)h would like to hear from you t32 
Pittwaler Rd. Manly, Sydney 2095. Australia 

HMSFbI / HMS North umber lend Do 

you remember Fat's three-day visit to St 


01705 753897 

OCTOBER 

1st Destroyer Flotilla (1942-45) 
Association This association was formed in 
Ihe 1970s for Ihe Hunt destroyers based in 
Portsmoulh, For some years now it has 
included those who served in all 06 ships of 
Ihe class. An October reunion is held in 
Portsmouth each year For details contacl 
John Goulder. 155 Leicester Rd, Glen Parva. 
Leicester LE2 9HP Tel 0116 277 5165 


Helena. June 1946? Ex AB W Durrani 
would like to hear Irom you or from the cur¬ 
rent RMS Northumberland who visited the 
island in January on her way to the South 
Atlantic what is it like now? Please write lo 
13 lately Close, Waltham Abbey, Essex 
EN91HQ 

you serve in 
HMS Sheba during World War II? If you 
would like to meet up agam please contact 


HMS Sheba. Aden Did yo 
War 

would like to meel up aga^n please contact 
ex LSlG Gordon Pin field, 7 Fairways. 
Medomstey Rd. Consult. Co Durham Tel 
01207 503617. 

HMS Londonderry 1960-62 Ships pho¬ 
tographer PC Barry Mills would like (c hear 
from PQ Beard QD, OS Green Top. RS 
Cahill and other shipmates from the lirst 
commission with a view to a possible 
reunion in Portsmouth 4 The Martlets. 
Shoreham by-Sea, Sussex BN43 SUN Tel 
01273 462533 

CPO Fred Le Mage Would relatives 

B lease contact his old shipmate Charles 
/inters. 165 Benedon Rd. Sheldon. 
Birmingham B26 2UR. Tel 0121 742 9636 
HMS St Kitts 15 Mess 1950-52 Where 
are you Nick Carter Jock Fergusson. Mrck 
Duddmg. Bob Gates. Roy Galley and all ihe 
rest^ Please conlact PjAnscombe. 64 
Dumplpn Park Drive, Ramsgate. Kent CTi l 
8 AP Tel 01843 594793 

1 si, 3rd, 4lh and I7lh Escort Groups 

including HM ships Alfleck. Ascension. 
Capei. Cooke. Cransioun. Dommeit. Hoste. 
Garfies and Moorsom An escort group 
association has bean formed If you would 
like details ol the next reunion in Blackpool. 
November 10-21. contact Harry Rawson. 
Northlea. Btshopswood. Nr Chard. 
Somerset TA20 3RS. Tel 01460 234583 
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Roval Naval Association 



Pompey 
club set 
for 50th 
birthday 

RUNNING costs did not 
worry a group of sailors 
when they got together 
almost 50 years ago to form 
what is now the RNA Club 
at Lake Road, Portsmouth, 
with a membership of 224. 

One of the founders. Ship* 
mate Charles Reynard, recalls 
that with just 30 members and 
borrowed furniture, the dub was 
opened in Pitt Street under the 
title of the Royal Naval Old 
Comrades Association, 

The dub premises had onee 
housed PT instructors, and per¬ 
mission to use their quarters 
was obtained by l he RNOCA 
president, Ll Cdr Panting, 

Admiral Fraser 

Months of hard work fol¬ 
lowed to convert the quarters. 
When that was complete furni- 
lure was borrowed from HMS 
Vernon to set up a bar. 

The eluh was officially opened 
in 1948 by no less a figure than 
Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, and 
quickly became a popular centre 
for post-war sailors. Many social 
events were organised, including 
children's parties and darts 
matches. 

Shipmate Reynard, who dur¬ 
ing the war served in destroyers 
escorting convoys u> Russian 
and Malta, remembers that run¬ 
ning costs were met by taking 
out units costing two shillings 
and sixpence (equivalent to 
I2.5p), with members paying an 
annual subscription of four 
shillings (2llp). 


Will Easton’s worst moment came in the cruiser Devonshire 


HOW I ESCAPED 
TURRET HFERNO 



SALTASH BRANCH member 
Will Easton (90) is among the 
few people alive who experi¬ 
enced one of the worst acci¬ 
dents on board a Royal Navy 
ship between the wars. 

Having joined the Navy in 1923, he 
was a supply assistant on board the 
County-class cruiser HMS Devon¬ 
shire in the late 1920s, when she was a 
new ship and on duty in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

On July 2b, 1929 the Devonshire was 
engaging in gunnery practice, and Will was 


Tales of 
the Sea 


in the cordite handling room deep below 
an after Hin gun turret. 

Suddenly there was a terrific explosion 
which killed an officer and 11 men out¬ 
right. wounded 13 and blew 1 the turret roof 
high into the air. 

He told Navy News: “We became rather 
worried when fragments of burning cordite 
came tumbling down to us, and we were 
soon surrounded by it. 

“We all knew what had happened to ihe 
men in the cordite room of HMS Lion 
(Beatty's flags hip) at Jutland in a similar 
situation - to save the ship from blowing up 
the order was given to flood the compart¬ 


ment. All were drowned. We were next to 
the magazine, 

“However, the one-ton hatch, which was 
screwed down from the outside, was even¬ 
tually opened and we were released. We 
were lucky!” 

They were suffering from shock and 
cordite inhalation - which in some cases at 
Jutland had proved fatal, lb counteract the 
ill-effects they were kept on the upper deck 
for five days, with food being brought up to 
them. 


Of the injured, five men died, bringing 
the total death toll to 17, 

“We buried lf> of our shipmates at ihe 
Aegean port of Volos in Greece," recalled 
Will. “But first we had to buy a plot of land 
and build a low wall around our comrades' 
graves.” 

He went on to serve in the Navy until 
the mid-Fifties, retiring as a Comm¬ 
issioned Stores Officer. During his career 
he served on board for ihe commissioning 
of 24 ships - battleships, cruisers, destroy¬ 


ers, net layers amt fishery protection sloops. 

He played soccer in Ihe Navy and dating 
ihe latter pari of liis service managed soc¬ 
cer teams for various ships and establish¬ 
ments. 

• If you are an RNA member who 
has an unusual story about your past 
service, the Editor would be pleased to 
consider it for publication. Write, 
through you branch secretary or PRO, 
to “Tales of the Sea", Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, POt 3HH, 


Get affiliated - and grow! 


BEING affiliated to a ship or 
submarine is one of the nest 
ways of keeping in touch with 
the Royal Navy and possibly 
recruiting new members, 
according to Shipmate Jan 
Thomas, editor of Vanguard, 
No. 10 Area's magazine. 

“We need to talk wilh our serv¬ 
ing shipmates to see how we may 
be able to encourage them to join 
us," he writes in his editorial in 
the journal's fifth issue, 

“The Navy lhai mosi of us 
knew is gone and the RNA musl 
adjust to meet the needs of our 
modern counterparts " 

His advice is certainly heeded 
by the Area's Atherton hranch 
which has been affililiated wilh 
HM submarine Sceptre for 11 
years and has an excellent rela¬ 
tionship with officers and men. 

Edgware & Mill Hill 

Members have been deeply 
saddened at ihe loss of Shipmate 
Alf Walker, a driving force and 
guiding lighl since he joined the 
Branch 23 years ago. He hud held 
the offices of secretary, deputy 
standard bearer. Area and 
national delegate, chairman and 
vice preside nl. 

tn 19811 he took office as No.l 
Area secretary and worked as 
unstint ingly for the Area as for 
the branch, 

Hastings 

A branch buffet and raffle had 
to be delayed due to heavy snow. 
However, the party went ahead a 
week later and was attended by 
51) shipmates and guests. 

Wakefield 

Branch chaplain. Canon 
Arthur Hesselgreaves. was pre¬ 
sented by members with a stole 
bearing the RNA insignia to 
mark his 25 years as arj 



Getting together.. * Members of Atherton branch take a tot or two with members of the crew of their 
affiliated submarine, HMS Sceptre. 


Association chaplain. He served 
Huddersfield and Dcnhy Dale 
branches for ten years before 
joining Wakefield. 


Branch 

News 


Glasgow 

The branch will hold its inau¬ 
gural meeting at 1930 on March 
21 at the Cameraman Rifle Club, 
9 Holy rood Crescent, Kelvin 
Bridge. 

AM recruits are welcome. 
Contact Shipmate Donald 
Simpson on 0131 332 2871. 

Weymouth 

There is no truth in the 
rumour that the branch has 
resorted to holding their meet¬ 
ings in a pub. 

The RNA club and branch are 
very much up and running at 25- 
27 Park Street where a welcome 
is extended to new recruits. 


MORE THAN A 
STANDARD DO 

THE NATIONAL standard bearers competition and 
reunion weekend at Bridlington on May 10-12 
promises to be an occasion not to be missed. 


To ensure its suc¬ 
cess the local authority 
is helping to fund the 
event, organised by No, 
11 Area, 

As well as the com¬ 
petition, the pro¬ 
gramme offers coach 
trips, a social and a 
dance, a church ser¬ 
vice and parade, free 
parking, free entry to 


Leisure World and a 
discount card for 
shops and restaurants. 

Those who wish to 
attend or parade their 
standards should con¬ 
tact Shipmate Mike 
Cooper, No. 11 Area 
secretary (tel. 01274 
632986) or Bill Lee, 
Bradford branch PRO 
(tel. 01274 670027). 


THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO 


New D-DAY REFLECTIONS OF OPERATION NEPTUNE ... Part 9 

Containing rare looiage NEVER before seen of huge numbers of naval craft of * 
every description, this is the only video totally concerned with the role ol 1 
the RN during this epic period, displayed in startling realism as m 8 other 
still available episodes. Russian Convoys, Bat of Atlantic, Op Torch and many 
dramatic events relating lo Ihe RN ol WWIl. Each is 60 mms duration and UK , 
price is £21.90 fine pAp). Elsewhere add E3.05. For details of Ihese past episodes plus 
free video & discount otter $AE. This is the ONLY on-going senes of OUR war at sea. 


N.V.T.C., BECK HOUSE. ESCRICK, N.YORKS Y04 6JH (01904) 728239 


PORTSMOUTH VJ 
EVENTS VIDEOS 

Videos of D-Day, VE Day, VJ Day 
50 years commemoration ceremonies. Plus Pacific Fleets 
reunion and other parades etc. 

Send S.A.E for list 

PERSONAL VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 

55 New Road, Portsmouth P02 7QN. Tel: 01705 649533 


HMS CATO 

□ □□ 

Researcher seeks information from 
anyone serving on 

HMS CATO 

between 

DECEMBER 1943 & JULY 1944 
in particular from anyone who served 
with Stoker 

JOHN ‘JACKIE’ PRICE. 

□ □□ 


Please call James Ebdon, in confidence 

on: 0171 261 3049. 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Points 


Cdr tain Davidson Arthur as 

CO. HMS Vanguard (Port) May 

14 . 

U Cdr Alastair Robbie 
Ireland as CO, HMS 
Cottesmore. May 9. 


it Cdr Stephen Robert 
Malcolm as CO. HMS Bicester. 
February 19 

It Cdr Duncan Laurence 
Potts as CO, HMS Brilliant, in 
the rank of A/Cdr. 


Promotions to Chief 


t by Caplf 

Drafting in February 1996 lor Itie following 
ratings lo be promoied Eo Chief Petty Olficer 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
(SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CPO(D) PJ McCabe |DEF EXP ORD 
SCHU 

To CPCKSEA) T I Clarke (SNON1), A J 
Clarke (Darfmoulb BRNC) 

To CPQ(M) - S J Kybert iBirmingh.iml 
K.Q Gammon j Cambridge) A T Mar Tin 
(Colling wood! 

To CPO(R) O.J Bailey (Southampton). 
I D Pysden (Raleigh) 

To CPO(Sl W McLean (Dryad) 

OPERATIONS BRANCH 
{COMMUNICATIONS GROUP) 
REGULATING AND PT 
To CPOPT D. Wylie (Neptune) 

WEAPON ENGINEERING MECHANICS 


CHIEF PETTY OFFICER ARTIFICER 

Captain Naval Drafting has tween notified 
ol (he following advancement to Chief Pelly 
Officer ArMicer which were made by 
Commanding Officers an February 

To ACPOCTj L) D.S Wyn ne Jones (RNU 
RAF EdzeH). 

To AC POME A M D Barnes (Sullan) . 
A.J. Beau mo n I (Balllaaxe). S 0 rah am 
(Neplune NT). M G Cawood {Brilliant). C.J 
Gilbert (Tireless). DC Milne l Portsmouth 
FMRO). A.J. Morgan (Southampton). NW 
Nelson (Iron Duke), S D Norris (Gloucester) 

To CPOMEA R Clarkson (Tireless). S 
Ivison (Trafalgar). K. Par Eon (Tralalgar)D R. 
Watson (Sullan) 

To ACPOAEA(M) J.G. Norris (810 SON 
Seahawk) 


THE following list shows the tola I points of Ihe 
men and women al Ihe lop ol each advance¬ 
ment roster lor Petty Oflioer and leading rate 
as ai March ^ 9% 

Intermediaries (inf) indicates lhal person 
nel can be advanced before Ihey are eligible 
to receive meril points or belore Ihe roster 
can be adjusted to lake account of (ham. This 


To CPOAEA(M) D.J. Truss (RNAS 

Cufcfrioee). 

To ACPOAEA(ft) J.F Lease {829 FLT 
246)J P Thompson (Osprey) 

To CPOAEA(H) PJ Wright (849 SON B 

FLT) 

To ACPOWEA A,L Sown {Neplune 
SMii M J. Collier (Invincible). D.R Long ley 
(DG Ships Pori land) 

To CFOWEA R M Brlduwl (York), L M 
Ciaylon (MOO DGSS Portsmouth). FC 
Freeborn {Tireless) h LJ. Frost (invincible). 
M J Harvey (ForeSl Moor). P.B. Higgins 
(NorIhumberland). D.J. Pierson (Drake CFM). 
G.J, Watkins (Collingwood) 

To CPOWCT(L) G.C. Banned 
(Invincible). 


means thal personnel are advanced in “basic 
data" order Dates shown against "Inf. ros- 
ters are the basic dales of ihe top eligible per 
sonnet. 

The number (allowing the points (or basic 
dale) is the number of men who were 
advanced during February 

CCMEAML 291. Nil; CCMEAEL 106,1; 
CCMEAMLSM 155, Nil CCMEAELSM 

1B7, Nit, CCWEAADC ln| {26,11 95) 1; 
CCWEAWDG Int (28 11 95) Nil; 
CCWEAADCSM 243. Nil; CCWEAWOOSM 
392. Nil CCAEAM 261. Nil; CCA EAR 
222, Nil, CCAEAWL 405. Nit 

PCKEW)(0) 339. Nil; LS(EW) 206. Nil: 
PCftM) 121, 4; LS(M) Int (14 6 94) 4 PO(R) 
407.2:LStR) 160. 4;PO{S) 89. Nil;LS(S) 
107 Nit. PO(O) 420. 1; LS{D) 711, 2. 
P0(MW)(G) 207. Nil LS(MW) 352. Nil; 

PO(SR) 471. Nil; LS(SR) 392 Nil: 

PO(SEA) 510. 2; POCY 516. Nil LRO(T) 
549, 1 PORS 532, 2: LRO(G) 319 1. 
PORT 453. 1; RPO 474. 4; 

PGMEM(L)(GS) Int {13 7.95) 8 

LMEM.(L)(GS) Int {26 5.95) 26: 

POMEM{M)(GS) 616. 1: LMEM{M)(GS) 
378 1; P6WEI*(0> 210. Nil: LWEM{0) 
216, 3. POWEM(RMSM) 230. 9: 

LWEM{R){SM) 195, Nil: TOGA 477. 1 
POCK(GS) 474. Nil; LCK(GS) 361. 3: 
POST'S) 707, 6 LSTD(GS) 165. 7. 

POSA(GS) 577. 3; LSA(GS) 195. 5 


Deaths 


POWTR(GS) 309, 1; LWTR{GS) 236, 2, 
POM A 413. Nil: LMA Ini (13 9 94) Nil; 
PO(SHSMKO) 419 Nil LS(SHSM) 536. 

Nil: PCHTSKSil) 346. Nil LSfTSHSM) 261. 

Nil. PORS(SM) 532, Nit. LRO{5M) 334. Nil. 
POMEM(LMSM) 414 Nil. LMEM(L)(SM) 

140 {16 7 93). Nil. POMEM{M)(SM) 741. 6. 
LMEM(M)CSM) 261. 9; POWEM(R)(5M) 

243. Nil LWEM(R)(SM) 585, Nil: 
POSAISM) 359. Nil: LSA{SM) 193. Nil. 
POWTR(SM) 206. Nil LWTR{SM} 330, Nil, 
POCK(SM) Inr. 1; LCK(SM) 633. 1: 
POSTD(SM) 601. Nil; LSTD(SM) 1167. 
Nil; POA(AH) 1194, 4 LA(AH) 1123, 1 
POA(METOC) Ini. 1; LA(METOC) Int 

(3 6 94), 2; POA(PHOT) 690 Nil: POA(SE) 
667. Nil: LA(SE) 473. 1: POACMN 542. 1; 
POAEM(M) 337, 2; LAEM{M) 526. 3: 
POAEM(R) 132, 4; LAEM(R) 466 . 6. 
POAEMfWL) 90. 6. LAEM(WL) 443 11. 
POAC Int. 3; POW(R) 465. Nil; LW(R) 
461. Nil: POW(RS) 712. Nil: LWRO 606. 
Nil: POWPT 481. Nil; RPOW 324. Nil; 
PGWCK Ini (15,6 95), Nil, LWCK 125, Nil, 
POWSTD 1164 Nil: LWSTD 411. Nil; 
POWSA 407, Nil. LWSA 284, Nil. 

POWWTR 392. Nit LWWTR 182. 2: 
POWWTR{G) 40T. Nil POW(METOC) Ini. 
1; LW(MFTOC) tn|. Nil 

POWPHOT 03. Nil; POWAEM(M) Int. 
Nil. LWAEM{M) Int. Nil; POWAEM(R) Int. 
Nil LWAEM(R) - 581, Nil; POWAEM(WL) 


7B7, Nil: LWAEMfWL) 234, Nil; POWETS 
754. Nil: LWETS 217. Nil; LWTEL 649. Nil; 
POWWA 209. 1. LWWA 415, 1 POWD^ 
HYG 399. Nil: POWDSA Ini (17 7 95). 1; 
LWDSA Int (21.7.94), t POEN(G) Ini 

(11.1.94) , Nil: LEN<G) lot (8 2.94). Nil: 
PONN 204. 2; POMA(G) 127. Nil; LMA(G) 
■ 553. Nil. 

PO(AWW) Ini. Nit: 10M{AWW) Ini 

(21.10.94) l, PCHAWT) Int, Nil LOM{AWT} 
Int (22.4 95). Nil: PO{UW) Int, Nil: 

LOM(UW) Ini (18 3.95). Nit; PO(EW) Int. 
Nil LOM(EW) - Int (9 5 95). Ni!:PO(MW) ln|, 
Nil; LOM(MW) Int (13.9 94), Nil; PO(C) Ini 
(10 1194) Nil; LOM(C) Int (21 7,95)Nil: 
PO(SSM) 320. Nil: LOM(SSM) Ini 
(24 5 95), Nil PO(TSM) 175, Nil; 
LOM(TSM) Enl (29 3 95). Nil; PQ(CSM) 
480. Nil LOM(CSM) Int (12 9 95) Nil; 
PO(WSM) 660. Nil, LOM(WSM) 549. Nit 

The Basic Dates quoted lor the female rat 
mgs in Ihe following categories. which have 
no examination lor the next higher rate, are 
applied m accordance with BFMQ66 Chapter 
22 : 

POWQA 441, Nil; POWTEL 520, Nil, 

l( should be noted lhal Ihe number of 
B13s issued m the female categories are 
those advanced from Ihe lemale Shore 
Roster. 


Swop drafts 


To CPOWEM(R) M A Blackburn 
(Noltingham), S Gray (HQ DFTS), D N 
Ashion {Netsori). S H Upton (Rateigh), N 
Ward (Comcen Soulhwick). TS Daly 
(llluslnous). 

SUPPLY ANO SECRETARIAT 

To C ROSA DB Paterson | Culdrose) 

To CPOWTR O S Connolly (Caplain 
SM2) 

SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPOfTSSM) C C FadLner (Loan 
CDA AD AC) 

To CPOMEM(M) G.J Howard (Neptune 
SMI), A DullfHI (Repulse PORT), JR 
Paterson (Trafalgar Captain SM2) 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPQA(METQC) N A Hill (Invincible) 

To CPGA(AH) S N Scarlet! (RFA 
Argus). 

To CPOACMN M Cook (845 SON 
Heron) 

To CPOAEM(H) G A Hendy (Osprey). 
G.J. Tyson (815 FLT 202 Exeter). R.M Jones 
{845 SQN Heron) 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Caplain Naval 
Drafting in February lor ihe lollowing ratings 
to be advanced lo Acling Charge Chief 
Artificer 

To ACCMEA J Me Isaac (Sultan) 

To ACC WE A I McCabe (STMA 
Colhngwood) 


WSTO Elizabeth Lancaster HMS 
Invmabte Jan. 29. aged 25. 

POME A Mall hew F order HMS Nelson 
Feb tO 


Vice Admiral Sir Stephen CarlIII ttCB, 

CB, DSO last Bnlish Chief of Naval Staff 
India (1955 58) Served 1920 59. Ships: 
Norfolk, Dunedin, Hood, Galatea, Hambleton 
(CO 1940), Farndale {CO> which sank Dalian 
submarine in 1942, Quillam (CO and Capf 
4th Destroyer Flotilla) Chief ol Stafl to 
Admiral Lord Fraser (C-m-G BPF) 1946. CO 
Excellent, Illustrious Honorary Vice Admiral 
Indian navy. Feb. 9. aged 93 

Rear Admiral Clarence (Johnny) 
Howard Johnston CB. DSO, DSC ASW 
specialist, served 1917-55, Ships Repulse. 
Barham. Tarantula. Vi$counl (CO). Malcolm 
(CO). Became one ol most successful escort 
group commanders in Battle ol Atlantic 
Director of Admiralty Anli-U boat Div. 1943. 
HMS Bermuda (CO post war), Vernon (CO), 
CoS to FO Central Europe. Aged 92. 

Edward Thomas OSE, DSC. RNVfi, 
Naval intelligence olficer on stalf of Govt 
Code and Cypher School, Blelchley: SO (Int) 
to C-in-C Home Fleet, Admiral Sir Bruce 
Fraser. 1943 Aged 77. 

Bryan Emmence. ex-CPOWTR and 
president ol RN Writers Association tor 14 
years Dec 18. 

Edwin (Ted) Percival CtKMfttt, ex-LS, 
HMS submarines Surf and Ultimalum, mem¬ 
ber N2 branch of SOCA Dec 30 

William (Bill Jock) McCurdle served 


CHARITY COMMISSION 

ROYAL NAVAL DIVISION 
MEMORIAL CHARITY 

The Charity Commissioners have 
proposed a Scheme for this Charity. 
Copies of the proposed Scheme may be 
obtained from them (ref: 
VFC-262717-01951-SC) at Woodfield 
House, Tangier, Taunton, Somerset, 
TA1 4BL. Objections and suggestions 
may be sent to them within one month 
from today the 1st day of March 1996. 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 
Patron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the Officers * CTiaritahk and Swial fellowship, us open to all Serving 
and Rcii red C;>mmissioned Officers of the RN, RM, WRNS. QARNNS and their 
Reserves, 

Formed in 1925* ARNlVs primary purpose is to assist Memlnsrs including 
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants and bursaries 
from ihe proceeds of its assets which exceed £J million, wherever them is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
.subscription (£lft per annum of £15(1 for Life) and include: 'House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with life Assurance, and 
competitive conveyancing cosls *AA Membership saving tip to £3fl per year 
"Legal & Medical Consul la lions at free or favourable rates * Trade Discounts 
of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance, travel, medical, 
jewellery, wines and many more. 

A List of Members md a Year Book arc issued, and ARNO organises; 
‘Regional Social functions and group holidays, "a list of members worldwide 
who would like lo exchange homes for holidays "Social introductions * Mail 
redirection *Swords and uniform items for sale *au ARNO credit card- 

For membership application form complete the following: 


To: Lt Cdr I. M. P. Coombcs RN, ARNO, 70 Porcbestcr Terrace, 
London W2 3TP, Please send me details and a membership application 
form. 






HM submarines on China Station and 
throughOLil WWII, including HMS Clyde. 
Malta Served post war an RNZN and SCO 
Member ol NZ branch of SOCA. Nov. 15. 

Ex-CPO Peter (Dicky) Bird, served 
1938-68. Ships. Foresight, Atharstone. 
Burghead Bay, Loch Fyne, DTS Aged 75, in 
Australia. 

K. Smith served HMS Cossack 194 9 51, 
member of HMS Cossack Association and 
Bib Destroyer Association Dec 24. aged 64. 

K. Knlverton, served HMS Gleodowei. 
member RN D.E.M.S, Association Dec, 30 
E. E. Clarke seived HMS Glondower, 
member ol RN D.E.M.S. Assocalran Jan 2. 

James Wilfred Stephenson ex AB, 
served Collingwood. Patadm, member of 
HMS Paladin Assooahon Dac. 31, aged 70 
D, J. Cork. ex-LTO, served 1940-47 
Ships: Abdiel. Galatea. Jan. 7, aged 75- 
Lt K. J. Melvin, served 1942 57 Ships: Si 
George. Collingwood!. Beltasl, King Allred. 
WoHe, BY MS and Vigo Dec 22. aged 72. 

Frederick Davies. ex-LSig Snips Tad 
oussac, Pickle 1944 & 1954. Member ol 
Algerines Association. Jan 10. 

Alex Kyle. ex-AB. Ships: Myrmidon and 
Wave 1945-47 Member or Algerines 
Association, Jan. 3. 

Dennis CHmer. ex AB HMS Lighrfool 
1944-45. Member ol Algerines Association 
Dec. 24 

S. W {Pete) Wakefield Ships: Hero. 
Gosling and HM submarine Umbra, Dec 24 
Charles W, Parsons BEM, ex CPCVCOA, 
1937 66 Ships Swiftsure. Belfast. Delight. 
Corunna, Aisne Jan. 16. aged 74. 

George Dace, ex-LA'PM. Served m 607 
NAS. HMS Theseus, Korea. Jan 28 

Gerald Hudson, ex Seaman Gunner, 
1943 46. HMS Shelfied Jan 14. aged 70 
Albert Cain ex-LTe! submanner. mam 
ber ol Blackpool and Fylde SOCA Boats 
Untiring. Unruffled. L23 Jan 6. aged 77 
LI Cdr Frank Knight RNVR. member of 
HMS Diadem Association Jan 23, aged 65 
Cyril Moore, ex-Stoker, member of 
Flower Class Corvette Association Ships 
Root rose. Belfast. Jan 10. aged 80 

Herberl Harry (Spike) Hughes, ex RM 
Musician and MAA Survivor, HMS Spartan 
(Anzio). Other ships: Repulse. Royal 
Sovereign, Emerald. RNZN 1946 84 Dec. 
22. aged 76, 

Bertram Prince King BEM, poined RN 
1924 Ships: Valiant. Windsor, EMmgham. 
Boadicea. Saladln. Crusader. Also Western 
Desert 

Douglas William Hemmings served 
1934-69 Ships - Nelson. Revenge. Victonous, 
Broadsword. Berwick Nov 18 
Fred Perkfs MBE Nov 11 
Harry Houll ex-CPO(A), served 1940-46 
and RAN 1948-54. Chairman of St Helen's 
branch, FAA Association 

A. E. W (Brumasi Elliott ex RM RN 
POM(E), served 1936-58 Ships. Orion. 
Sheffield. Pollock Bay. Jan. 8. aged 78 
William John (Bill) Russell BEM. ex 
CPO. served 1926 55 China Fleet leather 
weight champion 1930 Aged 05 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 

Cdr H. C, R. Alexander Ships: Royal 
Oak. Heda. VmdicHve 

Li W. Beamish Ships Sparrow. Jupiter. 
Transvaal. Mean. Cambridge Ang/e, Ark 
Royal. 

U Cdr J, Best Ships. Loch Lomond, 
Wellcome, Vanguard, HMNZS Philomel 
Lt Cdr (S) D. G. Sevan Ships Pembroke. 
Ceres, Fulmar, Bulwark 

Lt Cdr R. G, M- Campbell Ships Kenya 
Concord, President, Eagle 

Li Cdr (E) R G. Glenn MBE Ships 
Pre&deni Ariel. Red|acket, Illustrious 

Cdr V. Hareourl-Smiih Ships Michael- 
Royal Prince. Victorious. Victory 

LI CdF E C. HIM M VO Ships Si Angelo, 
Theseus, Britannia 

Capt (I) A. E. Johnston CBE Ships 
Achilles. Repulse. Golden Hind Vanguard 
LI A, £. L, Laws Ships Northerny IV, 
Hind Indefatigable 

Surgeon Rear Admiral R, P, Phillips CB. 

QBE, VHD. RNR Ships. Rochester. Ganges. 
Dolphin. Daedalus. 

Surgeon Cdr A W. W. Robinson Ships. 
Ark Royal. Terror. Daedalus 

Li Cdr N.W. Rockingham Ships Royal 
Oak. Suffolk. Australia. Cerberus 

Cdr J. E. Smallwood QBE Ships 
Achilles. Peregrine. Illustrious. President 
Red jacket 

Ll Cdr (E) T, J, Strong Ships Condor. 
Heron, Daedalus, Osprey 

LI Cdr. (£) D. R. Young Ships Scythian. 
Alderney 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 

The deaths nave been notified ol Ihe lol 
lowing shipmates 

Ernie Cross, president. Preston, vice 
president No 10 Area, life member Leytand. 
Veteran ol Jutland iHMS Thunderer! Also 
HMS Cairo Feb 5. aged 94 

Douglas Gordon Smith DSM Uxbridge 
Ex POCOXN RN Coastal Forces MID twice- 
served 1934 49 

Kenneth Kingsmil). chairman Joh¬ 
annesburg Ex-PO(R). served 1950-57 
Ships Armada. Cleopatra. Cassandra. 
Superb. Jan 9 


D, J. (Mick) O'Ha re. founder member and 
standard bearer, Harwich 6 Dist Ex-Mne 
Jan. 29. aged 74 

Gordon Lowery, chairman, Chichester 
and chairman No. 3 Area Dec. 11 

Bob Morgan, tounder member. Southern 
Ontario. Served 14 years. Ships. St George, 
Uganda, Arethusa. Consort, Nairana. 
Member o( Consort Association. 

William (Ginger) Corrigan St Helens. 
Ex Stoker. Ships: Vienna, Scourge 

A. Caddie, Maidstone, served 1931-53. 
Ships included Norfolk m Battle ol North 
Cape Aged 81. 

Robed (©Ob) Eagleson, e* QMS RM, 

standard bearer and branch delegate, 
Wokmg and former secretary, treasurer and 
standard bearer, RMA Guildford. Served 
194 7 70, Chatham Div Korean War veteran 
Aged 66 

Jack Walton, lieutenant rn (retd). 
Stratford-upon-Avon Jan, 18, aged 77. 

J.T, (Jack) Griff libs, Salford. Jan 8 
Thomas (Torn) Screen, ex PO Sicker, 
File member and former secretary. 
Shrewsbury, and president ol Shrewsbury 
branch of Burma Star Association. Ships 
Teviot, Icarus. Dec 21, aged 75. 

Hon Licence, Mexborough Aged 7t 
Betty Hands, ex WRNS, Ramsey (Isle ol 
Man). Jan. 11. aged 79- 

R to hard Couison welfare officer. 
Leyland Jan 2 

John Arnold (Amte) Bentley. Wakefield 

Swordfish aircrewman 194 0 46 Served 
Malta. Battle of Atlantic and Arctic in carriers 
Kestrel and Vulture. Jan. 3, aged 73. 

A, Martin, Maidstone, ex-CPO, served 
1924-56. Atlantic and Russian convoys Aged 
85 

Ronald William Onley. ex-OEA(l), 
Hastings. Served 1946-68 including Korea 
Dec. 25 

Charles Edward Ashton ex-LSig, 
Heelings Served 194 T-46 including Russian 
convoys and Burma Jan. 8. 

George Wooterd. ex LS, founder member 
Cromer, served 1937-46 Ships. WikfliTo, 
Royal Sovereign. ML 468. ML 572 (liberation 
of Channel Is ). Aged 75. 

Frederick Fuller ex-Stoker. Uxbridge. 
Served 1942-46 

Harry Close. Hartlepool Ships: Cavalier. 
Lucia; Prince ol Wales survivor. Jan. 25, aged 
75. 

Jim Hogan, Atherton. 

Peter Wakefield associate member 
Wigan SSAFA worker and ex paratrooper. 
Dec 9 

John Philip Jackson, Wallasey ex 
Seaman RN Patrol Service 
Watchman Prumelheue. Stag. MFV 1075 
Aged 72 

G, Barrel ex SB A. served in hospital 
ships in WWII Aged 76. 


PQWREN(R) A. MacMillan HMS Cannot 
ops room, ext 4285. will swop for any 
Portsmouth shore base, 

POMEM(M) Owen. WO 6 SR Mess, HMS 
Drake, drafted HMS Brave. May (mu$l be 
AD MAI NT D/MICE (rained) Will consider any 
Portsmouth Type 42 deploying or not 

STD Loft. HMS Dolphin Wardroom bar, 
dratted HMS Chiddingtold, July Will swop lor 
any big ship or Portsmouth shore draft 
MEM(L) A. Bailey HMS Drake CFM 
{ML2). exl 67126, dratted HMS Argyll. April, 
deploying. Will swop lor any Type 23 no) 
deploying 

LWEM(O) L»Werty. HMS Neplune ext 
3617. drafted HMS Edinburgh. May 14 Will 
swop for any Scotland draft 

L5(M) A, Gurney SD Pon Mess. HMS 
Invincible. BFPO 308. will swop lor any 
Plymouth ship deploying or no! 

ROI(G) Rogers. 3P Stbd Mess, HMS 
Exeter. BFPQ 278. deploying. Will swop lor 
any ship not deploying this year 

STD W. K. Coe HMS Endurance BFPO 
279. will swop lor HMS Invincible or 
Illustrious 

PQWTfi Fudge. HMS Neplune ext- 6246. 
will swop tor any Portsmouth draft 

POCA P. Leckey. HMS Heron Wardroom 
Catering Office, exl 6005. will swop tor any 
Porlsmoulh shore base or ship in refit 
CK Davies, Trafalgar Galley, HMS 
Raleigh drafted HMS Campbeltown. March. 
Will swop for any Plymouth ship nol deploy¬ 
ing 

AB(S) Woodhouse (2016). 3R Mess, 
HMS Gloucester. BFPQ 289. will swop for 
any Portsmouth billet for resettlement 

CK Wicklngton. HMS Edinburgh, BFPO 
277. will swop for any Portsmouih ship 
deploying or not. 

LSA R, J, Gregory. Fort Soulhwick (tel 
93855 5326). dratted 820 NAS HMS 
Illustrious, Aug Will swop tor any Portsmouth 
ship deploying or nol. 

MEM(M)1 Chappell. FSU 01. 
Porlsmoulh. dratted HMS Manchester. 
March 16. Will swop for any Portsmouth 
based minor war vessel except HMS Leeds 
Casile 

LfllEtl(M) G. R. Paterson. FSU, 

Portsmouth naval base ex| 25086. drafted 
HMS Lancaster, July 8. Will consider any sea 
draft m ship deploying or nol, 

LW EM{ O) B rla n Taylor. PorI sm outh 
naval base exl 22810, drafted HMS 
Chatham. April 30, Will swop tor any 
Portsmoulh ship, 

SA1 Dickson. Rosyth exl 64201, dratted 
HMS Invincible, Aug. 28 Will consider any 
Type 42 deploying or nol. 

LRO(G) Joseph LXO FQST ext 67765. 
drafted HMS Chiddingfold. Aug Will swop for 
any Plymouth ship, 

A8(M) Evans. HMS Fores) Moor, tel 


01423 567281 exl 4265, will swop tor any 
London or Portsmouth shore base 

LWEM(R) Cundell HMS Edinburgh. 
BFPO 277. will swop tor any Devonport ship. 

LWWTR Carlisle HMS Raleigh exl 
41284 or 01752 811284. drafted NP1044 
(Salisbury), May 6. Will swop lor any 

Plymouth draft, 

LSA Dedman, HMS Herald ext 53537. 
drafted HMS Collingwood, Apnl. Will swop tor 
any Plymouth area draft 

WEM(R) N. A. Jewltl Barrack Guard. 
BRNC Dartmouth, S. Devon, TQ6 QKJ, draft 
ed HMS Neplune, June 7 - WEM|R) or 
WEM(O) billel. Wilt consider any southern 
shore base, preferably Plymouth area, or any 
Devonport ship nol deploying 

CPOWEA(AD) Mined. Porlsmoulh naval 
base exl 23469, drafted Portsmouth CFM 
Will swop tor any Ply mouth area shore draft. 

LAEM{L) Wright. HMS Osprey, lei 01305 
8203 H exl 5349, drafted RFANSU. HMS 
Seahawk. juneAluly. Wilt swop for any from 
line Yeovil or Porlsmoulh draft. 

AB(EW) Fteld. HMS Newcastle (in refil), 
will swop for any sea draft in Porlsmoulh Type 
?3 

LSTD Collin. HMS Dryad exl 4460, draft 
ed HMS Heron. April 15 Will swop tor any 
Portsmouth shore base and will consider any 
Portsmouth ship not deploying 

STD Hamilton. 820 NAS (HMS 
Ifluslrious/RNAS Culdrose), deploying 97 
Will consider any Portsmouth Ship, preferable 
nol deploying. 

P0(S)(SM)(G) Robson, MCTC Col 
Chester, exl 3497, Will swop for any Plymouth 
Shore base 

A.OM(C}1 R. Cleaves. 3P Stbd Mess. 
HMS Exeter. BFPQ 278 Will consider any 
Portsmouth draft 

OM(C)1 Date. Commcen Plymouth ext 
2188. drafted Northwood. April Wilt swop lor 
any Devonport shore base or ship not 
deploying 

WWEM(R)1 M, H, Beer Health Physics 
Group, HMS Neplune exl 3598 Will consider 
Plymouth or Portsmoulh draft 

WEM(0)1 Henderson Porlsmoulh EM2 
Group, Portsmouth naval base ext 22009, will 
swop tor any Plymouth shore base 

WEM(0)1 O J. Whitehall. Portsmouth 
EM2 Group. Portsmouth naval base exl 
22009. will swop tor any Plymouth shore or 
sea draft 

STDt J + R, Kelley. 3E Mess. HMS 
Edinburgh, BFPO 277. will swop tor any 
Portsmoulh or Plymouth ship. 

LCK Ho, HMS Alderney, BFPO 203, draft 
ed HMS Dryad Catering Qftics. May 1, Will 
swop tor HMS Nelson or Heron 

CK Holloway HMS Alderney. BFPO 203, 
will swop tor any Devonport ship, preferably 
not deploying 


Deadlight sinkings 
commemorated 



British and German person nel secure U-2329 
alongside the tug Masterful before being 
towed out to be sunk by gunfore. 


THE 50TH anniversary of the last act in the 
destruction of the wartime U-boats is being 
marked by the issue of a limited edition of 
commemorative covers by Ihe RN Philatelic 
Society. 

Under the presidency of Admiral Sir 
Desmond Cass id!, the Society issued the 
covers in Douglas. Isle of Man to commem¬ 
orate Operation Deadlight - the Royal 
Navy T s disposal at sea of more than 100 of 
Hitler’s submarines. 

The vessels had surrendered to the 
British at the end of the war in Europe and 
were scuttled or sunk as targets in the 
seven*week operation which ended on 
February 15,1046. 

The boats were sent to the bottom in 
groups of four or five about 3D miles off the 
coast of Northern Ireland in an estimated 
300ft of water. As reported by Navy News in 
our November edition, a Midlands salvage 
firm now plans to raise them. 

Each postal cover will contain photo- 
cards and associated historical text. Prices 
of the five categories of cover range from £6 
to £11, some being signed by appropriate 
personalities. There will be price reductions 
for members of the RNPS. 

Orders and enquiries should be addressed to 
The Royal Naval Philatelic Society, Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard, 19 College Road, HM Naval 
Base, Portsmouth, POI 3LJ, tel. 01705 820921. 
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Accommodation 
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Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops, Fully equipped. Colour TV t fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


ChargeWEEKLY JULY & AUGUST....,E70 

per I WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS . .£60 

person ■ NIGHTLY (Oul of holiday season).....,£1Q 


^ Deposit: £10 per person 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND toilet 
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should intorrn the manageonmt 

(01705*733531} 

S.A.E. please giving dates and number 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733531 



J&opal Jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 552723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION; For Service Personnel their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility, 

ASK FOR QUOTATION , CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦ PLYMOUTH 

♦ (01752) 229705 ETB«'«< 

♦ OSMOND GUEST HOUSE ' 
4 42 PIER STREET. WEST HOE < 
X Bed & Break Iasi from £13,00 

▼ Seafront Courtesy pick-up from 
m siaiions. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
X CTV. Tea'cotfee making. Some 

▼ en-suite. Parking. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


Canterbury Bell 
\ty Guest House 


29 St Simons Road, ScMithsea, 
Portsmouth. 

Modem, Comfortable bn-Suite 
t accommodation, Alt mom* have 

I Satellite TV, Tea/Coffee making 

j facilities & are centrally healed, 

> Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
\ available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 


\ Phonc/Fax Calriona Randall <m 
(01705)351277 




West 'Wind §ue$L H ouse 

197 Portsmouth ttd, 

On Solent. POI39AA 
Warm and friendly, family run guest 
house overlooking ihe Solent, close to 
Daedalus. Sultan, Col I mg wood. 
l*olphin and ttaslar. All rooms H&C. 

Colour TV. teWcoffee making 
facilities. Private off street parking, 

TEL 01705 552550 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes ihe Royal Navy 
All rooms brighi and modem 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
healing, seafront position, No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


PLYMOUTH 

Adjacent ic the Hoe and Park. PriendFy 
family run Guest House oilers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge. TV 
Radio, TeaCollee. Licensed. Central 
healing all rooms From £13pp. 

THE FIRS 13 Pier Street. West Hoe 
Telephone (01752) 262870 


GOSPORT 

Seafarer Guest House 

9 Bury Road, Gosport 
Tel: 01705 522883 

★ Families rooms/En-suite available 

♦ Colour TV all rooms 

♦ Tea and col fee facilities all rooms 

♦ Close to Sultan, Dolphin and 
Haslar 

# Ample oar-parking 

★ ETS 2 Crowns 


0/70S 731001 


EVEKLEY GUEST HOUSE- 

SOUTHSEA — PORTSMOUTH 


0/705 731001 


Stay for a minimum of 2 nights and enjoy a special discount for Navy News Readers. 

— All prices include full English breakfast. 

Single Room £ I TOO per flight. Double Room £23.00 per nig hi £2? (with showrr'lciilct) 
Family Rooms — Price on application. 

Major credit curds accepted. 

All too ms withC.TV, — Team making. Own keys. No restrictions. Close to all amenities. 

33 Fesilng Road, South sea, Portsmouth PO40NG. 


— THE ELMS Guest House -——* 
4fl Victoria Road South. Smiihsea 

(Residents I Licence) 

We arc a small. friendly. family run Guest 
House close io Naval base, krrrws, stations, 
shop* an nighihfe, BAlB holiday or short 
slay Colour TV, icaAoffer Ijci lilies in all 
rooms, own keys. limned parking 
Paddy and John (Joe) Frskinc 
Po rt smiiu th {01705) 32192 4 


a Away Days in Plymouth" 

SmaMnewty Guasi Hoy» ov«*fc»king ihe 
Hew vod Saelroni A good b#d and 4-course 
breakfast, colour TV. tec/wtie* faaknvs, 
cfh, sr-sv»(b rooms a variable Parking 
From £2S Double £H Singles 
Tmtaphom* tor txochltw 
01752 M067S 

EDGCUMB E GUEST HOUSE 
SO P m Steal, Watt Ho* Plymouli Pit 30T 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 Th© Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free house and SAB (special 
rates naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road. Souths©a 

Fnerefy (&mly run, 2 mms. trem sea and ente- 
uinmer.ts. Close lo femes. Naval base, shops, 
ate. Own keys. Satellite TV all rooms, no reslnc- 
tons. BIB Holiday or snarl slay. Ampte private 
car-parting 

Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


SOUTHSEA 

KENILWORTH COURT 
HOLIDAY FLATS 




COHUf H0E9’ 


Established 1967 

Non smoking sell contained one 
bedroom Hats. 

3 minutes seafront 
Private car park 

01705 734205 

tor colour brochure 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Wavcrlev Road, Southsoa 
Hants P(>5 2PJ (01705) 828325 
Prop A nn Baker 
Car Park an premises 
You art guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Soulhsta Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
[heme and has all the atmosphere of Ehe 
great Naval traditions of this area. Them are 
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, 
tea and coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS QUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVE BLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and friendly run Guest House. Kfealfy 
situated lor Ihe Naval Base’’shopping 
cenlreaContinental f&ry Portibeaches etc 
Own keys, no reslnctions, colour TV, in all 
rooms & C.K Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE t TERRY (0170S) 832440 


PLYMOUTH 

HOiGATC HOUSE 


Slg #«d Th# Hoe and Birtucan area, dose 
ukng dtnanca io city contt, but nation 
Rooms g I hi tf\ standard #ih showsr &, ootou 
TV, H4C, IoVcgMm UaHm, wtrai rutfng. 
SAE lor brochure 

From El 250 11 pp Tel: 01752 561033 


Hoegate Strati, The Hoe, Plymouth ft 1 2JB 


SOUTHSEA 

/magnolia guest iiousiN 

Co intertable rooms with ten & differ 
ranking facilities. No restrictions. Full 
flee CerL Close io utt amenities, ferry 
port, shops, beach and Naval heritage. 

£13 pp ll&R 

«■( IW-, II—ta PdS IMi / 

Tvb Arras turn y 


-FAREHAM- 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 

44. Coombe Farm kvp, Fareham POlfi OTfl 

Warn and Fnemfy. Close Haslar. Sultan. 
Coftngwood. Alt wm th., TV, dock-radw, 
Ample parking, own keys. Courtesy fack-up cm 
arrival. Two ground tkxx rooms awaiAatote. Open 
a# year. From Ei3 BAB (No extras). 
Christine Fielding 
01329 828W5 


SOUTHSEA - SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17 South Parade (Opposite the Pyramids) 

Tel; 01705 875566 

Special rates for alt Service personnel and Family 119.95 p.p. 
in full en suite double or twin-bedded room 

★ 4 crown seafront hotel 

*k Colour TV, tea/coffee facilites 

★ Games rooms — full size snooker table 

★ Ideally situated near all local attractions and its night life 


KING WILLIAM IV NAVAL FOUNDATION 

(Registered Charily No, 210392) 

This charity has 12 cottages at Southwick, Hampshire for 
the widows and daughters of deceased commissioned 
officers who have served in the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines. 

Applicants must be aged over 40 and under 75, in good 
health and capable of looking after themselves as there is 
no warden or residential support. Priority will be given to 
those in need of assistance in providing themselves with a 
home. 

Further details from The Chairman, 9 Royal Naval 
Cottages, South wick, Hampshire PO!7 6HE. 


GMM3M5 TO FILL? 

Reach almost 'A million readers through 

Navy News 

Tel: 01705 725062 




‘WEIGH ANCHOR, AND SET COURSE’ FOR 

THE SALISBURY HOTEL 

57-59 FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA P(>4 ONQ 
SPECIAL RATES FOR SERVING AND 
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL AND FAMILIES 



Reunions and special events are our speciality 

Y our iota) com fort is as su red 

* 

TH: PORTSMOUTH (01705) £23646 Fu: 320055 


PROVINCE OF NATAL HOTEL 

5 OKfiliNI III.C. WHY MOUTH iri’4 7SK 
Bought for ihe Royal Navy by ihe people of Natal after the Second 
World War. fifty yards from the beach, half a mile from the 
simps ami slylittfi. Hut sands amt safe swimming. 
Available only to naval and ex-naval personnel, including, RM. 
WRNS, QARNNS, their families and relatives. Licensed bar. 
Children and pets welcome. Lift to all floors. All bedrooms 
en.su ite. Laundry facilities 

Telephone 01305 784108 

REMEMBER — This hotel is yours come and enjoy it! 



THE GRAND HOTEb 


Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (April — October) 

£27,50 per person in a double/twin 
Off Season (November -— March) 

£20.00 per person in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 


Tel: (01752) 661195 



finpoihil 


AA 

4 


PLYMOUTH HOE 
LocfcyBf St. PL1 200 


RAC 

A 

Telephone: (01752)227311 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 

U. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret'd) 

-A Personal Service ComtortaUe Hoter 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN HOTEL 

Uccnscd family nw[>cd hold in quid 
cul-de-sac, ( arise & free tfreet |urising 
Hoorn* flu inly un-suite. Varinl Krejkfasc 
A dinner menu. 

Royal Fteei CJub A Naval wtddn 
easy waiting distance. 

A uumt uicfawtr tjunitji y*iu fmm 
Ximaa 6 .Ififcp ttcruiy 

faunouih Ke*k S<ott. PJjTSiDiah. PU 4QH. 
Td: 01752 01712 i060H, 


S;4'KTyife'Z077 ‘#C’7S-d 

1? St Sinning Knad 
Southsca T I'oriMnoulh POS 2PE 
This very friendly family run hotel wel¬ 
comes you. All rooms have colour 7V. 

tt at coffee, ensttiie fad lines 
From £ H per person, enjoy the best 
breakfast in Portsmouth 
Td 01705 HZ93J7 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 Witerioo Pla<#, W^ymoulh DT4 7 PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making r BSB 
evening meal. Reasonable rales. 
Warm welcome. 

J«an and Jamas Barn alt 

01305 785344 

Members of Weymouth RNA 


SANDRINGHAM 

HOTEL 

PORTSMOUTH 

Special rales for MOD Personnel 
From £20pp pn B&B 

Sciifront Hotel. 45 bedrooms all 
cn-suiic 

Ckisc lo shops. Dockyard. Naval Base 

Wedding receptions and Rmnion 
I'arttes our speciality 
Osborne Roud, Soulhsea, El ants. 
Tel: (017051 826%9 


43 

RAC 

4 * 


AA 


‘Hjpc^ Cjarden itfotel, 
Soutfisea 

Special 

winter 

Breaks 


For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 

(one or l wo persons) 

t\-jiur,il ter all Snut risen aniciutiCS a nil 
cnlertaimncnlt. Quality cij-suiu 1 
bed morns. Saicllile TV* dll rnnitui, 
lca/t«froc raeililies, SiHiti(ic t private ear 
park 

★ Attractive liar * 

★ Delightful restaurant * 

Clarence Rond 

« South sea 

POS 2LQ 
rel: 01705 *33018 


Holiday Corner 



hotel 

restaurant 

(01705)640000 


-PORTSMOUTH- 

COMPETITIVE RATES FOR 
NAVAL PERSONNEL 

£36.00 Single Room 
£39.50 Double Room 

# 144 Bedrooms with ensuite shower/WC 
^ Colour TV • Tea Coffee facilities # 
Loung e/B a r/R estaura nt 


WINSTON CHURCHILL AVENUE, PORTSMOUTH 
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IF IM 


Recruitment and Business Opportunities 


a? 


Security that demands tact 
and diplomacy 

FIRM SECURITY GROUP was originally formed in 1986 and at present employs 
some 1,500 uniformed security officers throughout the UK. 

Clients include BhS, Nissan UK, British Sugar, Inland Revenue, Barctaycard, EMI, 
Burton Group and Imperial Tobacco. 

With such a diverse blue chip client base security officers are required to be of a thoroughly 
professional, tactful and diplomatic disposition. 

Firm Security Group employs the highest standards of self regulation and vetting, helping to make 
it one of the top ten security companies in the UK. 

It endeavours to promote from within and therefore offers a comprehensive training package to 
City and Guilds and NVQ standards. 

Since Firm Security not only looks to recruit quality personnel but to retain them, it offers an above 
average salary and benefits package. 



"YOU TOO CAN BE 
A PROFESSIONAL" 

Martin Bayfield-Northampton and 
England Rugby Union International 

We at Firm Security Group are seeking 
people throughout the UK area to join our 
team of security personnel with 
responsibilities for safeguarding a number 
of well-known public companies. 

These are positions of trust calling for staff 
with a dedicated attitude who are capable 
of handling difficult situations with 
firmness and tact, should the need arise. 

If you think you are able to fit in with the 
team and are looking for a career that is 
both challenging and rewarding then we 
would like to hear from you. 

A full training course will be given to all 
suitable applicants, together with an 
excellent salary package. 



FACE THE CHALLENGE — THIS COULD 
BE THE BEST MOVE YOU EVER MADE. 


FIRM SECURITY 
GROUP LIMITED 

Sterling Business Park, Salthouse Road, 
Brackmills, Northampton NN4 7EX 
Telephone (01604) 706802 
Fax (01604) 701571 

FIKM SECURTT V CHOUI 1 ARE MEMBERS OF THE EiRlTIHI ISJ-CUHTTV INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATIONS AND ARE EQUAL OITORTUNTTY EM Pi JO YE KS. 


Without you, we’re nothing 


suin' WORKERS REQUIRE!) 

For Tape Library Environment 

At a pccjligious loaukn m Ccalum 

will to those who wish to work t, 2 if 3 shifts per week. Those need* on *n 

ind in the mi in, cover Monday Friday with the shift* being either Tint 3pm, 
3pm 11 pm or 11 p lini 

We require reliability and ■ cfegrcc (if flexibility rc£*ri.hpg hnw& 
available 

To dUcuss this further, please cuntaci 

Adia Al fretf Mark s (Reeru intern Coeimj tlani*) on (01705) 293 367 ^jrrvm ► mi 



O 


ALFRED MARKS 


JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD 96 

Unskilled, skilled, inexperienced, good 
pay UlVworldwide. Cruise ships, tugs, 
merchanls, tankers, femes, dredging. 
Oil/gas rigs, trawlers, diving, salvage. 
yacW crewmg. marine biology, survey, 
oceanography, walers ports instructors 
Latest vital mlorm.itton fob pack [with 
other jobs abroad 1996 
vacancyj 1 recruitment supplements) 
Complete pb pack £5 95 cheque. PO 
MARINE EMPLOYMENT 
(Floor 3CK Brittanic House, 
Swanage BH19 INF 


RESIDENTIAL EVT RESETTLEMENT 

Two week instructional and practical covert surveillance training, 
with London's leading fraud investigation company. Photography, 
video and mobile surveillance training by government trained 
experts. This course is in large demand open to all ranks with full 
licence, located and operated from Bristol. The course costs 1,800 
pounds per person and promising students will be given 
employment if suitable on completion. 

Write first instance to:- 

Director of Training 
Detachment Security Services Limited 
16 Connaught Street 
Marble Arch 
London 
W2 2AG 


DEPUTY CHIEF 
ENGINEER 

A MEDIUM SIZE TRADITIONAL 
LUXURY HOTEL IN LONDON 
W| SEEKS APPLICATIONS TOR 
THE ABOVE POSITION. 
APPLICANTS MUST HOLD A 
RECOGNISED RELEVANT 
QUALIFICATION IN 
ENGINEERING AND HAVE A 
KNOWLEDGE IN H.V.A.C., 
ELECTRONICS, 
REFRIGERATION ETC 
ATTRACTIVE CONDITIONS 
ARE OFFERED FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS TELEPHONE 
PERSONNEL ON 0171 491 GS4J. 


TRAINING OFFICERS 
AIRCRAFT AVIONICS 
AND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 



DEFENCE 

SYSTBVtS AND SERVICE 


circa £15,500 + excellent benefits NORTH WEST 


The Systems and Services Division of British Aerospace Defence 
Supplies cost effective, low risk, total defence solutions against 
stringent requirements to customer markets throughout the world. 

In its supporting role, our Customer Training Centre based at Warton, 
near Blackpool, is an established world leader in the supply of Military 
Aircraft Maintenance Training Packages to customer Air Forces. 

To meet expanding commitments, we are seeking specialists in Aircraft 
Avionics and Electrical Systems to work as Training Officers. Initially 
these posts will involve instructional work on Tornado Aircraft Systems; 
however applicants must have the ability to be able to adapt to other 
military aircraft types within their systems specialisation. 

To be considered for these challenging career opportunities you must 
be a self-motivated, committed and results orientated individual who is 
able to demonstrate: 


• Specialist Avionics/Electrical skills and knowledge coupled with 
modern military aircraft systems applications. 

• A minimum of 5 years practical experience maintaining and 
servicing modern aircraft systems. A knowledge of Tornado 
systems would be particularly useful. 

• Proven ability to instruct in a technical environment. Formal 
instructional techniques training will be given to high calibre 
applicants who can demonstrate an aptitude for a teaching role. 

• The personal attributes necessary to become an effective 
member of a busy, dedicated and efficient instructional team. 

In addition to a starting salary of circa £15,500 pa other benefits include 
26 days holiday, flexitime working hours, profit related pay, discounted 
employee car purchase plan and subsidised restaurant facilities. These 
are excellent opportunities which offer outstanding individuals a high 
degree of scope for professional achievement, recognition and career 
advancement. If you feel you have what we are looking for, send your 
CV, accompanied by a covering letter quoting ref: NN to: 

HEATHER WRIGHT, PERSONNEL OFFICER BRITISH AEROSPACE 

DEFENCE LTD, SYSTEMS & SERVICES DIVISION, WARTON, 
PRESTON, LANCS PR4 1AX 


CVi 


Writing and 
Presentation * 
Fast, effective, 
quality specialist sen/ices for the 
Services. Call or Fax: 


01752-344842 (24 hrs) 


MILITARY CV SERVICES 

The original CV mrvict for I CM Fnc«i: 
uubliihcd in 1#B4 

A wndd-widc CV ruin iun hy ■ futnci reptlu officer 
cctrmg Mliiroe career ccwulsint. Pm cBtnn 
ricfcdc EDO) ifld worn of ill reiki Iran ewery inn 
Ml] brine 1) tf lhc Soviets. 

Why nek write w ltlcphone for full details in: 
Anthony Jacques 
66 lilgh View Ruud, Guildford 
Surrey GUI SKLT 
Tel: 014*3123766 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

• Specials in Service C.Vs 

• Convert Service Docs io Civvy Jargon 

• individually Tailored by Human Resource 
Professional 

• Quality Comes as Standard 

REDE SERVICES 

82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Own your own business 
Work with a major network markeiing 
company. 

Full or Part-Time business minded 
individuals requited to join international 


network 

Call G. Julius or H. Goldsmith 
Independent Distributors, 
0181-458 3162 & 0101-343 6158 


WIVES 

Income Opportunity 
WORKING FROM HOME 

with 



Phone May 0191 5847356 
Independent Corsulianl 


A sailor's life offers unique opportunities for travel f excitement 
a nd being part of the action. 

If you are observant, curious and enjoy writing, study in your 
spare time to be a freelance journalist through the NCTJ’s 
Distance Learning courses and tum your service life experiences 
into profit* Also photo-journalism for press photographers* 

Write for details to the regional newspaper industry’s own 
training scheme * 

National Council for the Training of Journalists. 

Latton Bush Centre, Southern Way, Harlow, Essex CM IS 7BL 
Telephone 01279 430009 or Fax 01279 438008 


ADVERTISEMENT 

RATES 

Operative from LI.95. All rales exclusive of VAT 

DISPLAY Sixe in ems Cost 

Whole Page 37.0x27.3 £1,950 

Half Page 18.4x273 £1,060 

Quarter Page I8.4x 13.4 £600 

Single col, cm (Min 2*5 cm) £12 

Series Discount, 5% on 6 insertions 

Series Discount, 10% on 12 insertions 

Advertising Agency Commission, 10% 

Colour Rates on Application 

CLASSIFIED 

Run-on advertisements 75p per word 

Minimum charge (excl Box No) £22.50 

BoxtJumber £2*75 extra 

All new advertisers, including Agencies, first payment required in 
advance* Where Monthly Accounts are not approved, advertising is 
on a prepaid basis only. 

Where account terms have been approved, payment is required within 30 
days of date of invoice. 

STOP PRESS 

Navy News can now accept payment by credit cards: Visa, Delta, Access, 
Mastercard* Ptease use coupon on Page 11, or Ring 01705 826040 for details 
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The Ninth HSA (UK) Conference on... 


NAVY NEWS, MARCH 19% 27 


Naval Opportunities Into The 21st Century 

London _ March 25-26, 1996 

SPECIAL KEYNOTE ADDRESS: 

THE PLACE OF THE ROYAL NAVY IN THE 21 ST CENTURY 

REAR ADMIRAL J. J. BLACKHAM, R.N., ASSISTANT CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF, ROYAL NAVY 


PLUS Government and Industry Experts including senior representatives from: 

• 

Royal Navy 

• 

BAe SEMA 

• 

Frazer-Nash Consultancy 

• 

UK Ministry of Defence (MoD) 

• 

Vosper Thorneycroft 

• 

Radamec Defence Systems 

• 

Defence Research Agency (DRA) 

• 

RAM-System GmbH 

• 

GEC-Marconi Radar and Defence 

• 

Swedish Defence Material 

• 

Naval Architecture Department, 


Systems 


Administration (FMV) 


University College London 

• 

Maritime Warfare Centre 

They will analyse all major areas of opportunity, including: 

• 

Royal Navy Plans 

• 

Mine Warfare 

• 

Weapon Systems 

• 

Future NATO Maritime 

• 

Submarine Warfare 

• 

Naval Stealth 


Operations 

• 

Radars 

• 

Signature Modelling 

• 

Swedish Plans 

• 

Maritime C31 

• 

EW Systems 

• 

Naval Air Warfare 

• 

Electro-Optic Systems 



PLACES ARE LIMITED...TO 

REGISTER OR FOR FURTHER 

INFORMATION CONTACT 

| TEL: 0171 413 0936 or FAX: 0171 413 0937 NOW! 



pr ciMo riox sen e \\ E Date of birth 
FOR G R AD V AT E S 


T HI f*OI ICS SERV ICE 


The Poltce is an equal opportunities employer and welcomes 
applications from all parts of the community 


TO SERVE * TO LEAD • TO MANAGE CHANGE 


Pt£AS£ SEND ME FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE POLICE ACCELERATED PROMOTION SCHEME 


Surname (Mr/Ms). 
Address_ 


. Initials. 


. Post Code 


If you're looking for a change in direction and 
the opportunity to use the skills and 
disciplines that you have developed 
throughout your service career, then the 
Police Service Accelerated Promotion 
Scheme could be for you. 

Your service career will have already pushed 
you to the limit of your potential, and as one 
of the most challenging fast-streams into 
management available, the Accelerated 
Promotion Scheme for Graduates will 
maximise lhal potential 
As a graduate career changer you'll start like 
any other officer, with at least two full years 
'on the street' as a Constable - a major 
challenge these days - drawing on your 
service training for the exacting discipline 
and qualities required for this demanding 
role. Do well and in as little as four years you 
could reach the rank of Inspector 
You’ll already know all about intense 
pressure, and how to cope with it, but 
when things get really tough, advice 
and support are always close by. As 
you develop you may even 
discover hidden strengths - 
and weaknesses - that you never 
knew you possessed. 

The Police Service is constantly evolving, 
and we re looking for graduate career 
changers, who have the qualities of 
leadership and vision to become our senior 
decision-makers of the future. 

If you can meet the challenge of the very 
best complete and return the coupon below 
as soon as possible to Graduate Liaison 
Officer, Room 553, Home Office, Queen 
Anne's Gate, London SW1H 9AT, and well 
send you further information and an 
application form. 



You’ve only got one life. So choosing a career is a serious business* 
The Royal Navy and Royal Marines are recruiting now and offering: 


*Purposeful jobs to be proud of* 

*First class training for a wide variety of work skills and for life* 
*Good pay, even during training. 

*A chance to go places as a key player in a winning team* 


No need to be a hero just yet* Simply talk it over with careers experts at 
an RN and RMCareers Information Office, at an Armed Forces Careers 
Office, ask at a local Jobcentre or phone 0345 300 123* 


ROYAL 

NAVY 


join the Navy 
See the World... Differently 
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Exquisite 

SLMSSWme 



Tastefully engraved with the Royal I'lavy Grown for 
a true nautical feel. 


T m /©£££ 

Jvrtmwnl • Promotion • llmnvmtmi 
/I special way to rmmhvr 
yesterday irJule keeping in touch 
with fib navy of today. 

ami tran toms to rou aim mar 
pm Km iu n ntnmon, sminanm 
imsaumion pox. 

vmwR&D cu 7 is cm vxmmcr mmain 

tcaw mstat ffTST/IH TflH Mm\ 
mm $npw mom. 


ORDER FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


.POSTCODE.TEL. 

(cl CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD Reproduced with the permission uf the Controller of HMSO 


DESCRIPTION 

QTY 

UNIT PRICE 

TOTAL PRICE 

1 

lead Crystal Oval Decanter in presentation box 


£139,50 



Lead Crystal Mini Sovereign Decanter in presentation box 


£72.00 



Lead Crystal Pon Decanter in presentation box 


£139.50 



Clear Crystal Water Jug and Glass in presentation box 


£37.20 



Clear Crystal Ipt. Star Tankard in presentation box 


£27,20 



Clear Crystal ftpL Toro Tankard in presentation box 


£25.20 



Clear Crystal Claudia Goblei in presentation box 


£18.50 



Lead Crystal Chateau Whisky in presentation box (pair) 


£41.95 



Clear Crystal Claudia Brandy in presentation box (pair) 


£29.50 



Lead Crystal Sliced Paperweight in presentation box 


£25.50 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK P&P. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 

£ 


I enclose my cheque/p,o, totalling £ _ made payable to Navy News or please debit my AccessA/isa/Barday/Ddia Card, 

My card number is Expiry da1c . ... 

Signature .... 

send completed order form with remittance to: 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON,QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH POI 3HH, 
TEL: 01705 H26040 FOR ORDERS OUTSIDE THE UK 

Available to renders outside the UK. Please write!phone for postage costs amt payment details 


MENAS- 

the loner 

that lights 
the Gulf 


A LITTLE KNOWN British charity stands at the heart of shipping operations in 
the Arabian Gulf, 


The Middle East 
Navigation Aids Service 
(MENAS) works to ensure 
ships’ safe passage 
through one of the busiest 
waterways in the world and 
is accepted by all the 
coastal Gulf states except 
Iran. 

Apart from the narrow deep 
water channels, which at their 
deepest are only 40-50 fath¬ 
oms, between vast areas of 
shoals much of the Southern 
Gulf has depths of up to only 
20 fathoms. Even the earliest 
records, dating from several 
hundred years BC, make men¬ 
tion of navigation aids. 

MENAS, as the present day 
successor to these ancient 
mariners, can trace its 
antecedents to just before 
World War 1 when the Royal 
Navy changed from coal to oil 
burning ships. This increased 
traffic considerably and a for¬ 
mal system of navigation aids 
was introduced. 

At that time the Indian 
Government took control, vest¬ 
ing the collection of dues in 
the Basrah Port Directorate 
who were also given responsi¬ 
bility for maintaining the 
lights'. 

This continued until 1948, 
when political changes 
throughout the Gulf and India 
brought a period when the 
British Government reluctantly 
assumed control - but in 1949 
the BPD gave three years* 
notice of their intention to 
cease their involvement. 

Following a suggestion from 
the Anglo Iranian Oil Company, 
a non-profit making company, 


the Persian Gulf Lighting 
Service, was formed and in 
January 1950 took over all the 
assets of the existing service. 
MENAS, as it is now known, 
was born and established a 
base in Bahrain. 

As directors, representa¬ 
tives of major shipping compa- 



• Capt Andrew Ritchie 


nies in the Gulf were appoint¬ 
ed, plus two from the Board of 
Trade, who fell away after the 
company was fully estab¬ 
lished. 

A new light tender ship, the 
Relume, became fully opera¬ 
tional in 1954, 1972 saw trhe 
the modernisation of the two 
Decea Chains and the station 
buildings and in 1978 a new 
vessel was completed, also 
called Relume, which is still in 
service. 


MENAS is now developing a 
differential global positioning 
system to ensure the most up 
to date aids are provided. It is 
increasing its activities as 
International Maritime 

Organisation sub co-ordinator 
for Area IX, which involves 
administering a system of 
notices to mariners and radio 
navigation warnings to ship¬ 
ping. 

The Service is unique 
among lighthouse authorities 
because it has no national 
sponsor and as such is only an 
associate member of the 
International Association of 
Lighthouse Authorities. 

It is also unusual in that it 
manufactures the gas it uses 
to power many of its lights. 

MENAS is run by four staff 
at its London office and 86 in 
Bahrain, while the Relume has 
a crew of 33, Bahrain opera¬ 
tions are managed by Captain 
Andrew Ritchie, who retired as 
Captain of HMS Dryad at the 
end of last year. 

In 1954 MENAS provided 50 
navigational aids. Now it has 
nearly 500, Including light 
buoys, lightfloats, light bea¬ 
cons, radar beacons, a Decca 
chain of four stations in the 
southern Gulf and a manned 
lighthouse with a radio beacon 
on Quoin Island. 

As well as providing physi¬ 
cal aids to navigation, through 
a mixture of secondments and 
cadetships it regularly trains 
junior officers of the Royal 
Navy. Similar secondments are 
accorded to officers from Guff 
Slates navies with longer 
cadetships for Bahrain 
Harbour and Ports Merchant 
Navy Officers. 



• MV Relume, the MENAS light tender ship at Quoin Island. Oman, 
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INFLUENCE ON 





Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 


The 

MARINE SOCIETY 


202 Lambeth Road 

London 

SEI 7JW 

Tel 0171 261 9535 
Fax 0171 401 2537 


• Admiral Slater with members of the Gibraltar Squadron, enjoying 
his first experience of a P2000 patrol craft. With him off the Rock in 
HMS Trumpeter are (left to right) Lt Cdr David Bryant (COGS); Maj 
Gen Simon Pack (CBF Gibraltar); Lt Dick Morris (CO, HMS 
Trumpeter; Capt Jamie Miller (Naval Assistant); AB Keith Mcllraith; 
and PO Ashley Watson. 


▲ supported self-study non-vocational education 

▲ examinations at sea 

A libraries: bookselling, book-finding, book-lending 

A loan arrangements for textbooks and study manuals 

A Open University programmes at sea 

A financial help and scholarship schemes 

A promotion of links between schools and seafarers 

A magazine and monthly newsletter 

A guidance about cv preparation 

A sea training in former RN vessels 

A competitions: literary / artistic / photography / humour 

A free and impartial advice on any matter of concern 

S o, whether you choose to seek advice about 
continuing your education, forming closer ties 
with your children’s school, or maybe broadening 
your personal horizon with Seafarers Libraries ... 

... the world’s most experienced public maritime 
charity is sure to have something to interest you! 

eo4tu*UCtcd to Aelfeuty att anct frvuH&t dea^anend 


for increased efficiency and economy in peacetime does not com¬ 
promise our ability to deliver in war. 


Pl*a*e quote ref NN 
for free information pack 

Registered Charity No 313013 


• From 'First's Report', a 

personal video message by 
the First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater, recorded in 
February and released to the 
Navy this month. 


STAGE' 


£ IF THERE is one disadvantage of being First Sea Lord, 
■ it’s one you’ll hear from most of us in Whitehall - that 
I don’t spend as much time at the front line as I would like. 

So, during my term I am determined to keep my finger on the 
pulse, hear your views and concerns, and keep you as well 
informed as 1 possibly can. 

With more than 90 per cent of our trade coming and going by 
sea, Britain is still a maritime nation - and as I constantly remind 
people, needs the Royal Navy as much as ever. 

Meanwhile, despite the extra security we can all feel since the 
end of the Cold War, the strategic situation remains cloudy and 
unsettled. We are already busier than ever, and no-one knows 
where we may be called upon next. 

And all of this is taking place against a backdrop of reduced 
budgets, leaner manning and gapping. 

In the Gull, the Armilla patrol has now moved into its 15th year, 
and this is likely to continue as long as the UK remains dependent 
upon oil from the region. 

During the past three years, we have been more or less con¬ 
stantly at work in the Adriatic. 

We have passed major milestones. There was the first Trident 
patrol by HMS Vanguard and, even more recently, HMS Victorious 
has taken the Navy's first sub-strategic missiles to sea. 

As usual, the West Indies guard ship has been very busy, help¬ 
ing in the aftermath of Hurricane Luis and with the threatened 
eruption of a volcano in Montserrat, And on the narcotics front, 
HMS Brave seized drugs worth more than £1T0m at street level in 
her first two weeks on patrol. 

With these current commitments - and who knows what other 
commitments we may have to face tomorrow? - it is vital that the 
strength of the front line is preserved. 

This makes our policy of "front line first" so important - to give 
you the equipment you need to provide our three core capabilities: 

• The sea control and power projection which comes from car¬ 
rier borne air power. 

• The ability to project power ashore with amphibious forces. 

• The potent hidden power of our nuclear submarine force. 

Although the escort fleet is smaller, the ships we have are mod* 

ern and of impressive quality. It is a similar story with minor war 
vessels and the ships of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary, all of which are 
supported by the hard work of Naval Support Command - 80 per 
cent civilian manned and managing to keep the Navy at work in 
the face of a major period of fundamental change in their own 
organisation. 

People generally are unaware of how much the Navy does for 
the country and just how hard we work. In fact, I know that many 
of you have been working extremely hard under tough conditions. 

Regrettably, we have been forced to breach the harmony guide¬ 
lines, and I am aware that some of you have spent less time at 

‘Vie are the biggest , 
most balanced maritime 
force in Europe . . 

home than you or I would like. 

The fact is, the Navy is fully tasked. In 1991 there were five 
destroyers or frigates available for each task. Today, it is just three. 

That said, I would much rather the Navy is seen to be under 
pressure than under employed. 

There are, of course, fewer people to fulfil our tasks - just over 
48,000 now. This means that more is expected of every one of you. 

Gapping is a key concern, and we have stepped up recruiting to 
attract the additional people we need. 

However, I am pleased with the speed at which the Second Sea 
Lord's personnel and training department has merged with the 
Naval Home Command and the Recruiting and Training Agency is 
an exciting flagship for the Governments partnership programme 
with industry. 

Of course, we have to be very careful that our proper concern 


Which is why our newest acquisitions are so important to the 
front line. 

The new FA2 Sea Harrier, with its look down, shoot down’ radar 
and advanced medium range air to air missiles will soon be the 
best fighter package in Europe. 

A first class command system has been developed for the Type 
23 - and is being fitted to all ships of this increasingly important 
class. 

We are also buying a batch of the formidably accurate 
Tomahawk land attack missiles for deployment in our nuclear sub¬ 
marines. 

Meanwhile, our new helicopter carrier HMS Ocean will soon 
begin litting out. 

With the formation of the Permanent Joint Headquarters at 
North wood and the Joint Rapid Deployment Force, maritime 


forces are a key element in joint operations. 

While we continue to digest and implement the recommenda¬ 
tions of our various reviews, our planners are already at work on 
the Navy for the next century. 

Adapting to the new international circumstances has brought 
with it turbulence and uncertainty. We have had to change to keep 
pace and much of that change has been for the better. 

One of the certainties to emerge is the continuing need for a 
premier league maritime force and, as such, we have a unique 
influence on the world stage. 

We are the biggest, most balanced maritime force In Europe and 
ship for ship, marine for marine, sailor for sailor, the best in the 
world. 

I aim to keep it that way. ^ 






















Miscellaneous and Penfriends 



Would you like a Naval Pen Pal? 
A ten word advertisement in 
this column costs only £9. 

NAME .......... 

ADDRESS *. *, *..... 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

9 

10 


+l enclose Cheque/P O.. Credit Card (or £9. 

FOR PAYMENT BY CREDfT CARD PLEASE USE COUPON ON PAGE 4 


TO ADVERTISE: fill in the 
coupon above, enclose 
cheque/P.O. for £9 and send 
to: 'Penfriends', Navy News. 
HMS Nelson. Portsmouth POl 
3HH* Replies to your box no. 
will be forwarded on daily. 


TO REPLY: Any person who writes 
to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the 
advertiser's box number. The letter 
should be enclosed in a second 
envelope addressed to 'Pen friends' 
Navy News. HMS Nelson. 
PortSiTtoulh POl 3HK On receipt 
the replies will be redirected. 


ANGELA 50 seeks genuine friend. 
GSOH, PA. Sincere penpal please, 
BOX Ml. 

DEVON GIRL caring with GSOH. 
seeks tall sincere penpal (54-44). BOX 
M2. 

FEMALE loves people, music, life, 
needs penpal please, BOX M3, 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE, blue eyed 
female 18 seeks good looking service¬ 
men IB-24. BOX M4 
LUCY IB seeks male penfriend 
GSOH, genuine replies only please, 
BOX MS. 

SINGLE MUM, 23 GSOH* photo 
please ALA. BOX M6. 

NAUGHTY NIGHT-NURSE seeks 
sexy, saucy sailors for friendship. 
BOX M7, 

UNDERGRADUATE SINGLE 
mum, petite blonde 32* enjoys receiv¬ 
ing interesting + male\ BOX MS, 
ATTRACTIVE BRIGHT sociable fe- 
male graduate seeks intelligent witty 
penpals. BOX M9. 

SARAH 29VRS enjoys meeting 
people, walking, aerobics socialising. 
BOX MIG. 

HI! I'M 18, I've blonde hair, blue 
eyes, love hardcore/ravc. BOX Mil. 
LONELY SCORPIO lady 27 seeks 
caring sailor for tasting friendship. 
BOX M12 

SINGLE MOM seeking correspon¬ 
dence with single male 30-40. BOX 
M15* 

ATTRACTIVE FEMALE nice per¬ 
sonality. humour, seeks naval penpals 
(38-45)'. M14 

MARIA 33, Blonde 5ft divorced, two 
children* seeks friend. BOX MI5, 
JANET 45 (Wilts) seeks naval pen- 
friend lo brighten her life, BOX Ml6, 
DIVORCEE 42* quite attractive* 
GSOH. caring, seeks mature sincere 
penpal. BOX Ml7, 

VERY ATTRACTIVE lady, brunette* 
divorced, 50, seeks caring officer 48- 
55, BOX MIS. 

NOTTINGHAM HAIRDRESSER 
29. blonde VGSOH* Honest unat¬ 
tached males 25-35 ALA. BOX M19. 
JENNIE STUDENT teacher loves 
writing! Will reply to all 26+ BOX 
M20. 

AMANDA 19, seeks single sailors 18- 
25 Tor friendship $l fun. BOX M21. 
BUBBLY BORED Yorkshire lass 32. 
divorced* varied interests seeks pen- 
friend BOX M22. 

SALLY 37, fun loving nurse seeks sin¬ 
cere male penfriends, BOX M23. 
FUN LOVING male penpals wanted 
by fun loving girls ASAP. BOX M24. 
FEMALE 45, canng GSOH, seeks 
sincere penpals for friendship/rela¬ 
tionship. BOX M25. 

CAROLE* BRISTOL, Damsel in dis¬ 
tress requires while knight for rescue, 
BOX M26. 

CALLING ANCIENT Manner/ 
younger serviceman, lively lady wel- 
co mes co rresoon de nee/aeq ua i n t ance. 
BOX M27 

HAMPSHIRE FEMALE enjoys fun. 
sports* good food. Seeks penpal 40ish. 
BOX M28. 

LETTERS PLEASE* petite 40 some¬ 
thing likes travel, boats & interesting 
male BOX M29, 

LADY 29, seeks penfriends, any rank. 
ALA. Age & looks unimportant, BOX 
M30, 

CAPTIVATING OLDER woman 
seeks younger single non-smoking ser¬ 
viceman for friend BOX Fl 
ATTRACTIVE LADY 28 seeks sailor 
for friendship/rdal ions hip, photo ap¬ 
preciated, BOX F2 
FEMALE LIBRARIAN 38, seeks tall 
tales from far away places* BOX F3 
NICKY 27 wants fun-loving tall pen¬ 
pal with a GSOH, BOX F4 
ATTENTION OFFICERS two selec¬ 
tive attractive genuine females, early 
30's. (photo's) BOX F5 
ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE 32 seeks 
fun-loving tall* caring serviceman* 
photo please. BOX F6 
NURSE 36* GSOH, long dark hair* 
single, seeks penpal ALA, BOX F7 


HELP US TO PASS OK YOUR 
REPLIES AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE 
AND TO THE CORRECT BOX 
NUMBER. 

• PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY 
# WRITE THE FULL & CORRECT 
BOX NUMBER IN THE BOTTOM UH 
CORNER OF THE ENVELOPE 
• STAMP IT! OTHERWISE WE 
CANNOT GUARANTEE IT WILL BE 
PASSED ON, 

THANK YOl/, 


SUE, 37, attractive brunette GSOH* 
genuine, seeks tall fun male. BOX 
F23 

CARING SINGLE MUM 28, GSOH, 
seeks friendly sincere penpals. ALA. 
BOX F24. 

ENTERPRISING FEMALE 27. 
seeks Navy penpals 25+. Entertaining 
letters guaranteed. BOX F25. 
PRETTY WOMAN seeks Edward' 
Must be fun loving 21 +. Photos ap¬ 
preciated. BOX F26, 

SUE 34, blonde hair* blue eyes* fit* 
seeks penfriend. BOX F27, 

FUN LOVING 27YR OLD Female* 
looking for sincere fun loving pen- 
friend. BOX F28* 


Personal 


DIVORCEE 30, Pm a earing and gen¬ 
uine woman, Tm quite attractive, 
slim built. Vm looking for a person 
with similar qualities, with a view to a 
permanent and loving relationship. 

AIR STEWARDESS, Maggie* 30. 
5'6" blonde, very attractive* bubbly 
personality who enjoys the better 
ihings in life. Likes theatre, ballet, 
rugbv and swimming. Seeks pen pals 
28-40. Box M4I 


A GREAT WAY TO BUILD 
NEW & EXCITING FRIENDSHIPS 

International Pen Friends has 
over 300*000 members worldwide, 
Wrilc now for free details. S.A.E, to:- 
IPF/N, 224 Springfield Rd, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6BN 


STUDIO 2 

Siunn — Aroma muiage — Shower 
Mon-fij 9,D0 bui- midnight, 

Sm lO.COafn-iuidnighl. 

Sunday 1 lun-I1.30f*n* 

Book your appointment or call m Id visit ui, 
198 Ktyhana Road, Plymouth 



Visiting service tel: 0831 S26664* 


VIP KISSOGRAMS 

The best in the West 

A variety of grams available for 
that special occasion 
We accept Access/Visa 
Covering Devon/Cornwall 

TEL: 01752 605505 



FOR YOUR FREE 


CATALOGUE RING 


01635 

865500 


74 HOURS 

or wnle to 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON 3 TAPES 

“IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT" * “ROUND THE BUOY ”. 

"SALLY FREE AND EASY " 

Smig By The Song Bo'sun CYRIL TAVVNEY 
"Full of ripe and ironic humour, nostalgia and sadness" - Wavy News' 
“Ought to be purchased by every skip and submarine mess as a form of tight 
relief in their darker moments' - Naval Wives', 

Price (inc. p&p.): £7.50 each cosmetic (UK/UI-PO only, Elsewhere £8.50 each cassette}. 
(All overseas payments in Sterling by IMG or cheque drawn on ■ British bank* please). 

Orders and enquiries to: NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Mean wood Road 
LEEDS LS6 4A W 


CORIVO 

PRODUCTS 


High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs* 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure* 

CORIVO PRODUCTS 

Tankard House* 25 Lead mi LI. Road. Sheffield 
Tel Q114 272 5676 8 0114 275 4168 Fax 




SAY TA-TA 
TO TATTOOS 


HAVE IT REMOVED NOW BY LASER... 
...WITHOUT SCARRING 



FOR A FREE CONSULTATION AND 
TREATMENTS FROM JUST £25 
RING NOW 

0500 131100 

PAPILLON CENTRE 
MANCHESTER - WATFORD 

RMSTEMII SY LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 









Ha PPy Molhei 


your choice! 


plus Cl extra 
far a caption* 
El.60 p&p* 
heques and POs 
only phase 


ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

"W; glossop 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


u si mi * nmag mast me cui iimuiit 

hefai mom ow>, main, mm on tuu 

PflOlKiMPE WITHOUT MM TOUR OHU 

m MMHQfn rnon tt m mm iroh 

OW 

TM HOSE If 1 (WUTKM KfASf WHITE OK PHM1L 

SMXTBX MUM, 

FKEEMSI IKujj, ("8 Vamp fit*) fl IK K 
E6HA/1, illKKT. flftlSIl 
TEL-btjS^ 4306 C 7 


Old Navy Lists 

Will pay fair price for 
RN Navy lists 1935-50 

J* Grant 

1720 Rockland Ave, 
Victoria BC, VflS 1W®. Canada 


UNIFORMS FOR SALE* Best 
quality, approx 42 long, commanders 
lace, mess undress and "5.” £90 each. 
Telephone 01225 722154. 
REGIMENTAL Ties, Blazer Badges* 
Cuff-links, Buttons* Medals, Cap 
Badges* Mill tan a, £1*50 for list. 
Cairn cross (Pep. NN). 31 Belle Vue 
Si*, Filey. N. Yorks YOJ4 9HU. 


WILL ANYONE Who knows the 
wherabouls of E.B.As — Ronald 
Miles* George Jurd or Charlie 
Adams who served on H.M .S 
Indomitable in 1941-1944 
please contact Ben Rees on 
Tel; (01703) 894556. 


PRESENTATION CALLS (Refiulation Pattern) 
make really great GIFTS or AWARDS 


Expertly ENGRAVED with Name, Hank ami Number ur a message to a i§ 
girlfriend tit . In presentation box with matching 50in neck-chain, historical ^ 
nates and a guide to piping 

22ct Gold Plated Call £24*95 Silver Plated Call £21 *50 

Polished Brass & Copper Call £14*95 Nickel-Plated Cult £14*95 

tjipivm; 1 2.11) [w line nl up ID IK klim *inJ t]jxn lejpiul* Jiml niunkn tinM ^ 21 Maximum 4 I met | I 
util udn. Wi,- ^im 41 rtlunm-jv^i wvire Wc *ilvi mmil JiSutr uwn graved rcjdAjtHfl 'U 4 »jl iiwf* cullv ,ii 
IW5 .uhl sUnljAl Lhuni ut tlW. hnliqn; £1.30. Special iIikiwiUv I nr RN AuicmHihiv I'jiIcI Lfnil*. 5c*i 
Smri Tiropi jfiU l lu.hu mi ,ipfI n, j um, Oeii ju'rptcd 

Dept NN, P any Works, Ferry Lana 
Shap-perton-on-Thames, TWT7 9LQ jj 
Telephone 01932 2443% M 

EEu 


. .„\A/nrI/ 5. Embroidered or printed 

op quality yV(J | K, C* w ; t h your design 


Leisurewear 


v nui design 

Plus badges, crests & promotional items 
Call now fo r free catalogue. 


Supers lo British. NATO ind UN Forces 


Promotions 

Rodney Road, F ration tndosir-iat Eslaie. 

Portsmouth Hants P04 85Y 

Tel: (81705) 822436. Fax: (01705) 822177* 


LOST TOUCH with friends or collea¬ 
gues from your Service days? Wc arc 
dedicated to helping you gel hack in 
touch. Forces Conned Association, 
57 Norwich Close. Lichfield, Staffs, 
WSL3 7SJ (SAE). 


KOVAL NAVY TIE SPEC1 \l, PRICE... ,«.H5 


—The Gift Shop — 

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE 

BOSUN’S CALL: Brass & copper with chain ., * * *ooly £5*95 

ZIPPO LIGHTER: RM, RN Crown, White Ensign* BRNO.. *. * _£14*75 

CUFF LINKS: Royal Marine, R.N.Crown, White Ensign. BRNC * *. *pnir £7*50 

REAL MARCASTLE navy Crown brooch...II5.0G 

EMBROIDERED BADGES: While Ensign. Royal Navy, Union Jack,, ^2*95ea 
LAPEL BADGES: White ensign, navy crown. Royal Marines, BRNC. 

Sailor, Britannia, Submariner. RN Anchor, WRNS, Filigree Crown & Anchor, 

I Luv Navy, Union Jack, St Georges Cross, Red Ensign, M*N.*. £1.60 

SPECIAL OFFER: Polo shirt with either Royal navy, White Ensign or Union 
Jack embroidered badge. M or L, navy blue or white or Union Jack .only £10.50 

n Prices include Posuge & Pecking* Send SAE for i mm detailed lid! 

Chtij u h pyible lo 'CENTRAL ACCTS BRNC 1 plene. Credit cards *tkom« mum* 

DARTMOUTH, DEVON TQ6 OHJ Tel 01803 837118 Fax 01803 837015 


to m 


FRENCH LACK 

StSPKNDKR 

H^njgwmt 

MATCHDiG 

BRIKt5LSIZE^ML 

BUCKO*,# 

ST915 
HOLD If STOCK! 
tlW ONE SIZE-BUCK 
ITtEE PONTAGE 
ORDER NO W 

■IN UtHMI 
CRKPIT CARP H0TUM! 
VISA/ACCESS OR 
WRITE 

WTTH DETAILS I 
CHlQtlK 

Ai.t.ow u dais 
rORUEUVTRl 
DKFRIEWEAk 
ocit-nni 

HAWKSLEl AVENII 
SHEFFIELD S41BU 
FOR fOWt FREE 
USGEXILCATAMGVt 
nust wtm OX 
TEL- tipm4141 


wm 


Roger Booth Associates, 99 Keymer Rood, 
Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 SQL 
Tel: 01273 842244, fox: 01273 842246. 
e-mail: mugs@pubshopiemon.co.uk 


Send o colour photo, or any image up to A4. 
Well professionally scan it, enhance it if 
possible and zoom in on a roughly square 
section (you can tell us what part if you like). 
The image is then sealed into the mug 
Unique [surface. All photos returned with mug. 

GHi Send your remittance with your name, 
address and (if poss*) a telephone number, 

DISHWASHER l MICROWAVE SAFE 
WON'T SMUDGE, FADE OR WASH OFF 

pfeflje allow / Joys for detrery, mole chapes eltparable to 

ROGER BOOTH ASSOCAHS 

fdoi'f forjel to odd £1.60 for post and padciag!) 


B 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
W IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single* Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Laundrette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and NATO Forces* 
Officers welcome. 

All modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sandell Street 
London SET 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 
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LEAVING YOUR HOME IN 
THE PORTSMOUTH AREA? 

TLC 

Properly Management 

Offer free consultation on all 
aspects of property letting 
263 Fawcett Road, Southsea 
Hants. (0705) 861550 

We are ex-navy — we 

understand your problems 


AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS 

WELFARE GARAGE 
HMS NELSON 

* Mechanical ★ Bodywork 

* Electrical ★ Servicing 

for all lypes of cars 
Also Computerised Diagnostic 
Tuning etc 
MO Ts arranged 

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236 
PORTSMOUTH 824802 


ISP 



SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE properties 
throughout the South with our caring bul 
professional service. Ring today tor friendly, 
competent advice on all aspects of Letting. 
Telephone: Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703} 445899 


BLACK HORSE AGENCIES 
Parkinson Puirlie Robertson 



■ THE STRENGTH OF EUROPE’S LARGEST ESTATE At.KNCY • 

• THINKINti OF LETTING? — THEN LET COUNTRY WIDE • 

Wilh over 80 offices from the Isle of Wight 10 Edinburgh we offer a complete 
range of services from tenant selection to full management with rental 
protection insurance. For a Tree appraisal of your home cal! now:- 

PORTSMOUTH, NORTH END^qjyj ^ SOUTHSEA 


(01705)650101 


(01705)296022 


DO YOU LET YOUR HOUSE? 

The 1995 Finance Ad radically changed iwigage interest rules* 
WITHDRAWING FROM MIRAS COULD DAMAGE YOUR WEALTH* 
Hapejwbeenftfa/gedrro 1994/95? 

Your 1995/96 assess men! may be far too high* 

We can advise if a refund can be claimed. 

For a FREE assessment — phone the experts in taxation of iefong income: 

TAXATION SPECIALISTS LTD 

Mi Goto Drive, Crawley. Sussex, KHI0 1QE. Telephone 01293 5477SO 


-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS- 

from own original paintings of 



over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas texture film 
to r osembiq an original oil painting 
Sue 8 - x 16~ /or £35 oka PAP 

For list please send SAE to 
SEART. 5 The Chase, Gosport 
Hants PQ12 3TD 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER {ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston. Nottingham NG9 1EH 


EMBROIDERED 

SWEATERS, SWEATSHIRTS 
POLO SHIRTS BADGES 

PRINTED 

TEES) 11 RTS SWEATS! IIRTS 
BADGES COFFEE MUGS 
AND LOTS MORE* ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER 

No artwork or setting un cos Is on Ihc 
majority of our goods. 1 ligh quality, 
competitive prices and prompt delivery. 
BFFO tax-free service. 

Send for our new price Hit 
REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 
HIGH STREET, LINCOLN 
LNSflAP 

Telephone 01522 513333 
Fix: 01522 530383 


REMEMBER THE 
GOOD OLD NAVY 



• AN ORIGINAL PRESENT 

A mourned and framed phoiuguph of yum 
(his) old ship printed fmm an original Urge 
form in negative (ejwdfcru quality) to 
enhance vour hall, lounge, bar. dim. fit 

* WV haw been photographing .ships uf 
ail winnnatirir .i and types frtm the early 

f 920's to the pr^cnt day, metudmg 
R PA, 's R MA S P N. V. R and PA . A 

WRIGHT & LOGAN (Est 1924) 

2ll Ouwn Street, Portsmouth HOI JIIL 
FREE BROCHURE Td: (01705) X29555 


SCE HOTLINE 
01367 241225 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Mmialun: wid fti|]-«L«cd iraUli, Supplied 
and itnju tiled in tadinary and PWi-Xyle. 

* Wax Bluer FUJgc s * Mcti Kil hedge* 

* Dlhj.i 1 ay cuet,. medal rihhun, ramming 

bin, ribbon ban, etc. 

Send for comprchcn'.ivc ciuloguc in the 
Medal .Specialists (25p sump appreciated) 

MINIATURE MEDALS (NN) 
30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE, 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 211P 

Telephone: (01455) 239262 


HAVE YOU MISSED US! 

Back copies available 

Ring Sylvia Newman 
PORTSMOUTH 

01705 826040 

Navy News — The Paper that 
lives up to its name! 



MOTORCYCLE 

TRAINING 

PORTSMOUTH 


3 DAY COURSE £189 FULLY INC. 
CELT. £65 1 DAY COURSE £99.00 

FREE BiKE HIRE 

ibbh PHONE 

.D.T. FREE 

0800137113 


fCADET TRANSPORT 1 
SERVICES 

specialising jn coach 

HIRE F OR SEA CADET 
MARINE CAOET 
ANDC.C F UNITS 
SERVICE AVAILABLE 
TO ALL UNITS 
COMPETITIVE QUOTES 

A. 

Tel: 01323 761714 



* DRAFTED AWAY FROM HOME? 

* TIRED OF COMMUTING? 

* CANNOT SELL YOUR HOME? 

* DON'T WANT TO SELL YOUR HOME? 

* WORRIED ABOUT LETTING? 


i A LEADER IN THE FIELD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
t OYER WO PROPERTIES AVAILABLE AT ANY ONE TIME 

• WELL ESTABLISHED OVER MANY YEARS WITH OWN SOLICITOR 

• COVERING PLYMOUTH. SE CORNWALL AND SOUTH DEVON 

• STAFFED BY MANY EX-SERVICEMEN WHO KNOW THE PROBLEMS 


Military Cross Stitch 


An exciting range of cross slrtch 
kits tor Naw, Army and Air Force 
units. Over 800 designs available. 

Ring 

01905 423785 

(or a tree catalogue 


Navy News 
own products: 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
it to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage). 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights. 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wtrtt Rtaar ship s 

_ £ 9,00 

framed Wire Bodges (SxS) 

_ £11.00 

White Gauntlets 

. .ft 9.00 

Hiny Berets (leather 

_r 7.00 

Any Association Win Beni Badge 

.£4.00 

Naval Division Ties 

..C 0,30 

RNA/TW V-neck Jumpers 

. moo 

RNAJRU Teryiene Btousons. Zip front . .07,00 

Screen Printed Sweatshirts- 


one off, all badges 

^£tSJSO 

RNAJfW Wall Plaques 

. ns.w 

WMe PHot Shirts- 


RNAMWRNPSA 

_ £1200 

Officers Cap Badges.. 

,..£10.00 

Gold Sword Knot 

..£22.00 

Leather Sword Belts 

,.,,£70.00 

Sword Bags 

.,..£30,00 

all prices Include PAP 

1 1 Dnv*.SJl*w.O)d6jim,<4incs.OL2ff rj 

Te^Fax; 01706 846648 


HURTS, 





CARTOONS DRAWN 1 
EXCELLENT HATES I BROCHURE 
PRINTING A EMBROIDERY 


Co tic he be be 
PC) Box 5, Swan more, 
Southampton S032 2UW 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers,^ 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


A S PROMOTIONS 

Room 35, 94, Slackhorse Lane 
London El 7 6AA 
Telephone 0181-523 3283 
Fax: 0101*531 7298 




CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehensive list please 
send SAF 

SHIPS 

BADGES 

SILK/WIRE SHIPS 
BADGES AND TIES FOR 
ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE 
SUPPLIES 

l, REED COURT, 
IMGWEI1GRF.EN, 
RRIST0I. 

TEL/FAX; 
OU79 327967 



SCE HOTLINE 

01367 241225 


HAND-EMBROIDERED Wire and 
Silk Thread Badges. QuaiilyAtelivcry 
guaranteed, please send designs fur 
price and sample to INTER ART 
UNLIMITED. PO Box 1274. Sialkutr 
Pakistan, Fax 0092 432 554997. 


FREE . 

DESIGN 

SERVICE 


.PRINTED ORj 
[EMBROIDERED 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES m 

PO KOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals — full si/c and minialure* 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, lies 
and heraldic wall plaques 


/V 

Pit PP b.il * T-SHIRTS 
rPprfW ‘SWEATSHIRTS 
■ !>" r 7?i • POLOSHIRTS 

SAMPLE ITS™ 1 " 5 

CU IDT ft * SWEATERS 
SHIRT" *CAPS 

MANY STOCK DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
CREDIT TERMS FOR H.M, FORCES 


IW Tl 
\ 


TO YOUP 
OWN 
l DESIGN 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hnnd painted on wooden base Gin x 7m 

£22.15 + £1.30 UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 3$ years 

C. H. MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 SI Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone 01483 771588 Fax 01483 756627 



GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£21.95 + Cl .30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 

BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TI£S CLUE. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS m OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES BLAZER BUTTONS 

Send SAE lor quotes and price list 
49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL (01273) 416138 


HMS RFA&RNA WALL SHIELDS 

Handmade to order 


fun a Th m 



C Cttiwh 

Cf^yTiftht 

£18.95' me UK postage 
adtf E t .45 lor optional moito i litl& scroll 
Up to 40% discount wrth quantity orders 

C & A BeharreJI 

187 Victoria Avenue, Hull HU&3EF 
T«l/Fax (01482)213396 
Ploasfl send SAE lor brochure 



FLEET BADGES 

in full color, hratscutcd ami framed 

1, ( hurch Virw, Ohumr, 

Nr, Sherburne, thwart 111» 4NA 1119.1? SI 21 -W 

Coltcdort vi/f 3in v V/iin. ,,.. £73(1 

Pmcnidiion succ appro* Kin k 7in .. £12.50 
Inc I UK pOffcigC 

ALL RCn Ai. NAVAI, ASSOCIATED UAOUKS 
PttwMl tollert hrfmotr Cnwn Copynfht O 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
} BAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D, HOLD1CH 

Trafatpur Square CcttectOfS Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
UtntiiM WC2II 711A 
TEL 0171*930 1979 
OR 01374 133 493 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full and miniature meoais supplied 
and mounied lor wear or display Send 
for lull list of minis lure medals, 
emblems, clasps, etc SAE appreciate'! 

25 Golden Cross Lane. Caishiii 
Bromsgrovu. Worts. B61 QLG 
Telephone 01527 835375 

Aopess^Vrsa welcome 


I ROVERl 

M/ 


SCE HOTLINE 
01367 241225 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Orcter 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HU Services and custom made for Clubs. 
Bands, Choirs, eic. 

Blazer burtons, medals, rbbons & 
sundries 

Please senrf SAE tor fet$ 

THF HERALDIC CO. (G0) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge 
End, COxford, Gto* GL16 7HA 
Tel 01594 632200 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model ol 
your ship, perhaps lono aone but 
never forgotten. Any H.M. vessel 
or R F.A. from 1920 onwards. In 
various sizes. 

Contact for further delate; 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 

F aide more, Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, 1P14 4LF 
01449 761741 
Companion of the 
Royal Institution of Naval Architects 


FOR FREE BROCHURES CONTACT: TEES TOTAL 
HIGH ST, WOOTTGfl BASSETT. SWINDON SH4 7A§ 

TEL (01793) 849888 FAX 849890 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The publishers of Navy 
News cannot accept 
responsibility for the 
accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
losses suffered by any 
readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly 
recommended to make 
(heir own enquiries and 
seek appropriate 
commercial, legal and 
financial advice before 
sending any money or 
entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR MEDALS? 

toniult (he rtpfrti at tan replace 
full tiu medals and supply 
miniatures, 4 fiat effiticni «firkf 
with the minimum of fun. 
Aim t hill cleaning and 
mounting: service is undertaker 
bj our master tailor. 

THE VETERANS 1 
MEDAL OFFICE 

P.O, Boa SDH, 
LONDON, W1A 1DH 
Telephone OI71-493 467$ 


r-EMBROIDERED BADGES 

Miidc to Order 
Any Quantity • Any Club 
Any Badge * From 1 of! 

Tel: ROSS ART EMBROIDERY 
7 Wall Road^CI wmear, Hayle T Cornwall 
TR27 SNA. Tel/Fax (11736 850724 
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Options 


INDEPENDENT EDUCATION '96 


Wykeham House School 
East Street Fareham 

G.S.A. INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
(Aged 4-16 years) 

Entry: to infants by interview. To junior School by assessment and 
exa mi nation. To Senior School by Common Entrance 
For vacancies contact: 

The Bursar (01329) 282356 

A registered education charitable trust 



BEMBRIDGE SCHOOL 

Bembridge* Isle of Wight P035 5PH 
Co educational Boarding & Day School 

Roys & Girls 9-16 


k Small classes and emphasis on individual attention 
★ Excellent teaching facilities with wide range of subjects offered 
k Well established Dyslexia depart men I 
k Sailing, golf course, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
k Beautiful coastal setting with 100 acres of grounds 
k Supervised transport to and from the Island 

Further details and prospectus from 
The Headmaster (01983) 872101 

A Registered Charity which exists to provide Education for children. 



& 


UANT0CK PYCH00L 


Over Stowey, Nr Bridgwater, 
Somerset, TA5 1HI) 


Fuli Boarding, Weekly Boarding and Day 
Independent School for Boys and Girls, 7—18 



k Small classes 

★ Pupil/Staff ratio 
7:1 

★ Personal Success 
k Excellent facilities 
k Reasonable fees 

★ Countryside 
location 


For more information please contact: 

The Headmaster's Secretary on (01278) 732252 



BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS (3-18) 

• An excellent standard of education provided by a fully qualified 
staff 


• A well disciplined, friendly, caring environment with small classes 

0 Over thirty extra-curricular activities 

0 Boarders enjoy family atmosphere with comfortable 
accommoda tion 

• One residential member of staff for every ten boarders 
% Bursaries available for service children 

• Member of ISAI and accredited by ISJC 

• Sixth form specialising in GNVQ Business Courses and smalt H A P 
level groups 



SCHOOL 


Buckeridge Road, Telgnmouth, Devon 
Tel. (01626) 774138 


Trinity School is a charitable institution for the education of children 


_ Embley Park _ 

School 

A Re festered Charily which exists to educate children 


CO-EDUCATION 3 -18 DAY & BOARDING 

Romsev * small classes 

nomsey, Rjjjgp * DEVELOP POTENTIAL 

Hants \vnraly * excellent enthy to 

Tel : 01 794 512206 higher educatkdn 

Faw * Ol7Qd R7T7 A INDIVIDUAL CARE 

pax. 01794 51 87J7 ^ * GREAT TEAM SPlRfT 



Wilton House School //' 

Battle, Hastings, East SussexTN33 9BS. 01424 830234 ill 

Co-educational hoarding and day school y\ 

Head office and senior school; Catsfiekl Place, Battle *. Na®| 

GCSE an<TA“ Levels 13-IB years 

Junior school: Broomham. Guestling, Hastings, 5-13 years ** 

Small classes Remedial and individual tuition arranged when req 
• Computer workshop. # Swimming pools, # Tennis courts. 0 ( 
Helds and horse ruling « Fseorl services to and from airport 
Special terms for Service children additional lo Service grant 
EuahMud since 1954 Apply: The School Sec 

in< 

lutred, 

lames 

s, 

s, 

retary 


A FRESH START 

“Excellent teaching, a positive 
and friendly approach, 
great results.., Many thanks” 

A fresh approach to A-levels & GCSEs 
Full-time one-year and two-year courses 
Easter revision courses 
General Scholarships available 
Smaller groups • More support 

Call us for further details • BAC and ISJC accredited 


D’OVERBROECK’S • OXFORD 

TELEPHONE 01865 310000 • FAX 01865 52296 



BOUNDARY OAK SCHOOL 

Roche Court, Wickham Road, Fareham P017 5BL 

CO-EDUCATION AL NURSERY and PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


* Girts Boarding now available * Friendly community 

* Weekly/Full Boarding * Special Needs Teacher 

* Extensive Grounds * Excellent facilities 

* Nursery 3 to 5 years * Scholarships awarded 

* Bus Service to Havant * Proven academic record 

* Established since 1918 * Strong forces links 

For a free prospectus — telephone 


01329 280955 


(Boundary Oak School Trust Ltd exists to educate for boys and girls) 


MEON CROSS 
SCHOOL 

Independent Co-Educational Day School 
for Boys and Girts from 3*16 years 



OPEN DAlf 

L A 


V 


Tuesday March 19th 

930 —11.30 + 2.00 — 3JO 
Burnt House Lane, Stubhington, Fareham 
Telephone: 01329-662182 

Wc offer the highest standard of academic excellence coupled with a 
caring, family atmosphere. 

You arc also welcome to visit our Prc-School. 

Call: 01329 MWM 
Quality Childcare for the 3-5"s 
Open Sam — 6pm 



Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

480 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

Oaring family atmosphere 

Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1. Average class size 16 

Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC r National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired 

Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 


i—— 




-SLINDON COLLEGE- 

SLINDON, West Sussex (between Chichester & Worthing) 

A boarding and day school for boys aged 11 — 16 

* A beautiful environment in which to learn and develop 

* Small classes/individual alien non 

* EXPERT help from our SPECIAL NEEDS DEPARTMENT for boys with 
learning difficulties, including DYSLEXIA & ADD/ADHD 

At A variety of “A" level subjects OR a One Year Sixth lorm Course which 
includes Work Experience and College Link courses — TAILOR MADE 
TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 

* Full or weekly boarding and day places 

* An exciting range of sports, clubs and weekend activities We aim to cater 
for everyone. 

* Daily minibus service for day boys 

* Some bursaries available 

For further details and a copy of the School prospectus please 
telephone Jenny Davies, Headmaster's Secretary on 01243 814320 


Pay attention! 

CLOSE personal attention Is a much-prized attribute of 
the educational establishments featured this month. 

d'Overbroek’s is a co-educational college in Oxford offering 
an extremely wide range of GCSE and A level subjects. The stu¬ 
dent-staff ratio Is 4:1, each student has a personal Director of 
Studies and the college provides a friendly and stimulating envi¬ 
ronment in which to study 

This year saw the national publication of the college's 'Guide 
to Choosing Your A levels' and the opening of its new science 
laboratories. 

The college also continues to run its highly successful Easter 
revision courses and anyone wanting to know more about these 
should contact Bridget Norton on 01865 31000. 

Quantock School nestles in a fold of the Quantock hills. In a 
happy, caring atmosphere pupils study a balanced curriculum. 

''EffectiveTeaming is considerably enhanced by the quality of 
teaching and the students'industrious approach to their work," 
say OFSTED inspectors. 

Small classes encourage children to consistently achieve 
good academic and sporting results while they enjoy a broad 
range of extra curricular activities. 

Excellent facilities include modern classrooms, comfortable 
accommodation, a magnificent sports hall complex, indoor heat¬ 
ed swimming pool, a large engineering workshop and farms. A 
new theatre is currently under construction. 

Tel 01278 732252 to arrange a visit 


Royal Alexandra & Albert School 



Smaller Classes, 
Better Facilities, 
Quality Teaching, 
Lower Fees. 


Fees (including uniform) within BSA 


• Voluntary aided with boarding places for 
boys ana girls aged 7 to 17 

• Within 45 mins of Central London & close to 
Gatwick & Heathrow airports 

• Superb extra-curricular and pastoral facilities 

“The most popular school for Service Children" 

(Sunday Telegraph) 

For further information please telephone 

Mrs Dorothy Wood, Admissions Secretary 
Royal Alexandra & Albert School 
Gatton Park, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0TW 
(01737) 643052 

Patron: Her Majesty The Queen. Registered Charity No. 311945 


Thornlow School 

WEYMOUTH 

CO-EDUCATION AL DAY AND 
BOARDING SCHOOL (4—16 years) 

k Small caring community 
k Family atmosphere, professional staff 
k Excellent GCSE results 
k Accommodation refurbished In 1995 
k After school and weekend activities 
* 25m Indoor Swimming Pool 
k ACF unit and Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
k Range of sporting activities Including Sailing and Canoeing 
k Escorts to and from airports and main railway stations 
k Fees dosciy aligned to BSA 

Please contact the School Secretary 
for Prospectus or an appointment to visit: 

101, Buxton Road. Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9PR 
TEL: 01305 782977 FAX 01305 778403 


FINBOROUGH SCHOOL 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls 

k Members of ISAI/ISIS/BSA 
k Continuous education 2 to 18 years 

* Entry possible at any age 

* Ail staff fully qualified, mainly graduates 
k Good family atmosphere 

A Extensive grounds and playing fields 

* Fully inclusive fees — approx 90% covered by BSA 

Apply for prospectus: 

The Admission Officer, The Hall, Gt. Finborough, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, IP 14 3EF (01449) 674479 
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• Ail pulling together - a novel form of 
boating as practised by the pupils of Great 
Ballard School, Eartham, nr Chichester. 


The School for the Service 


GREAT BALLARD SCHOOL 

Co-educational I APS School (3-13) 
day and boarding (full and weekly) 

“School days are fun days” 

Full range of evening clubs and weekend outings 
Wonderful setting—small classes 
Many new facilities — High academic standards 
Forces discount 

Scholarships for Academic Studies, Musk Art, Drama and Sport 

For further details please contact: 

Maureen Williams* Great Ballard School, Barth am 
Near Chichester PO18 OIJL 
Tel: (01243) 814236 Fax: (01243) 814586 



Preferential consideration for RAF families 

The Duke of Kent School is an IAPS co-educational 
Boarding and Day School for 150 children, aged 4-13* 
Children from Service Families are especially welcome 
and fee reductions are available for young boarders from 
the Services, 

It is renowned for its happy, caring atmosphere and 
sensible family style of discipline. Classes are small and 
facilities excellent for all areas of the curriculum. 

For full details please contact The Headmaster. 



wood Sch 
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★ Idyllic, spacious setting 

★ Warm family atmosphere 

★ Excellent academic record 

★ Impressive facilities 

★ Wide range of sports and activities 

The Perfect Environment for Young Boarders 


For details, please telephone: (01243) 575209 



Rpokesbury Park School 

Wickham, Hampshire POl? 6HT 
Preparatory School for Girls 

■ Day and Boarding for 3-13 years 

* Warm and caring family atmosphere 

* Excellent Music, Drama and Games 
- Foreign Exchanges 

■ Many varied extra curricular activities 

* Preparation for major Independent Senior 
Schools 

■ Daily transport available from surrounding 
area 

To arrange an appointment, please contact Miss LA Appleyard, 
Headmistress on 01329 833108 or fax 01329 835090 


Rook*sbuiy Park is a Registered Chanty 
Number 307334 




DUKE OF KENT SCHOOL 

Ewhurst, Surrey GU6 7NS 

Tel; (01483) 277313 Fax: (01483) 273862 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL, HAMPSTEAD 

Principal: Mrs CA. Sihson B.A. (Oxen) 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7 -18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent 
education whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure 
environment. We provide: 

• A broad based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes 

• Flourishing activities including Sport, Drama, Dance, and Music. 

• Modern accommodation with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

• Escort service for young girls to travel temtini. 

• Very competitive fees closely related lo Boarding School Allowance 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School, 
Hampstead, 65 Rosslyn Hill, London NW3 5UD. 
Tel: 0171-794 7707 

A Registered charity founded for the education of the daughters of servicemen. 


9 -@ 

GIVE YOUR CHILD 

FIRST CLASS 
EDUCATION 

Lomond School has always been al the fordroin of innovation and 
forward thinking in the field of private education. 

The school which has both day pupils and boarding facilities is located 
within half an hour of Glasgow and its network of international links* 
examination results are excellent, the average class size is 15 pupils and 
there is a wide range of extra curriculum opportunity, with sport, 
outdoor education, music and drama being notable strengths. 

I.omoru! has a long association wiili Service s personal and a generous 
busary is available for Service lamilics who wish to cake advamage of 
our first rate hoarding school. 

For full details, please contact the Headmaster. 

LOMOND SCHOOL 

- Helensburgh - 

10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire 
Telephone (01436)672476 Fax:(01436)678320 

The school exists for the education of children 

@@ 

BOLITHO|!|| SCHOOL^ 

PENZANCE 

DAY AND HOARDING SCHOOL, BOYS AND GIRLS 3-18 YEARS 
* SERVICE BURSARIES AVAILABLE * 

- SMALL CLASSES * EXCELLENT TEACHERS * 

* HIGH STANDARDS * HAPPY ENVIRONMENT * 

FOR FULL PROSPECTUS RING 01736 63271 FAX 01736 330960 


ST. DUNSTAN'S ABBEY SCHOOL 

PLYMOUTH 

WITH THE SELLON SCHOOL OF SPEECH AND DRAMA 

Day and Boarding School for Girls 
Prep. Department 4-11 years 
Senior School 11-18 years 

MOVING TO NEW SITE EASTER 1996 

Now offering full hoarding in single study bedrooms 

Telephone (01752)663998 
for a prospectus 

Registered Charily Number 306736 


WARMINSTER 
SCHOOL 

Coeducational, Day and Boarding 
4 Lo 18 years old 

9. Pupils can join at any ago 

★ Long experience in caring for Services families 

★ Bursaries available, plus 6lh Form Scholarships and awards at 
11 + 

★ Continuity of education across die whole age range, within a 
caring, friendly community 

★ An opportunity to keep the whole family together 
is Small class sizes, excellent facilities 

it High standards and clear expectations 

Prospectus attd further details may he obtained from 
Warminster School, Church Street, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA 12 8PJ 
(Tel: 01985 213038; Fax: 01985 214129) 

Warmnster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girts 



WEST HILL PARK 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


CONTINUOUS EDUCATION IN A HAPPY, 
PURPOSEFUL ATMOSPHERE FOR BOYS AND 
GIRLS FROM 3 TO 13 


Set in over 30 acres in rural Titchfield Village — three 
minutes from Junction 9 on the M27 

it Excellent Academic and Sporting Results 

★ Thriving full-time Boarding Section 

★ Purpose-built Music School, separate Art and CDT Centres 

★ Two fully equipped Science, Laboratories and Computer Center 
it Full-size Multi-Purpose Sports Hall 
it 25’metre Indoor Swimming Pool 
it Exciting Dramatic Productions 

Further information and prospectus from the 
Headmaster s Secretary WEST HILL PARK 
SCHOOL TITCHFIELD , FARFJIAM, PON JUS 
Tel: 0/329 842356 

(Reg. Charity 307343 exists to educate children) 
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CER TEAM 


AND RIDER 
SINGLED OUT 
FOR AWARDS 

THIS YEAR'S top Navy 
sports awards have gone to 
equestrian LWrcn Jane 
Willens and to the Royal 
Navy football team. 

Having joined the Service in 
I97H, Jane, now serving at 
TON A HO, Yeovil ion, first com¬ 
peted at Navy level in showjump¬ 
ing and eventing the following 
year. Since then she has been a 
pivotal member of the team, pro¬ 
gressing to become showjumping 
manager. 

A high point of June's career 
was last season's Rhine Army 
Summer Show. when, on a bor¬ 
rowed horse, she won ihc Victor 
Lugarden Trophy as best com¬ 
bined 1 raining and showjumping 
competitor, ti was first lime the 
honour had gone to ihc Navy. 

Jane's has lent her horsebox 
and other equipment freely, and 
allowed others to borrow her 
horse. She is also generous in her 
encouragement of new riders. 

“She is an inspiration to those 
around her." said her NATO 
Cup citation. 

[n their citation for the RN 
and RM Sports Control Board 
Cup. the Navy football team's 
consistent excellence - three 
Inter-Services Championships in 
five years - is highlighted. 

The skill of the team was also 
evident in the two intervening 
years when it was finalist and 
(hen winner of the prestigious 
South West Counties Cup, in 
which 12 counties compete. 

Exceptionally strong team 
spirit has flourished under the 
leadership of coach WO Tommy 
Johnson, and his loyalty (200 RN 
appearances) is praised, along 
with that of CSgt Tiv Lowe 
(150). CPO Steve Johnson (150) 
and PO Steve Rdey (100). 

The example of these players, 
I heir experience and (heir will¬ 
ingness to help the younger 
members of the team did much 
to ensure cohesiveness. Never¬ 
theless. the dominance of Inter- 
Services football was very much 
a team effort reflecting a strong 
will-io-win in all the players 

■'Throughout the season, the 
team's conduct on the field was 
exemplary and the sportsman¬ 
ship displayed was the subject of 
frequent very favourable com¬ 
ments. Off the pitch, the team 
were also excel lent ambassadors 
for the RN. ' the citation slated. 


HMS DAEDALUS won this 
year's Portsmouth Area 
Volunteer Cadet Corps net- 
ball tournament, fiercely 
contested by half a dozen 
sides at HMS Dryad. The 
team from Colling wood 
were runners-up by a single 
point. Capt John Lippietl, 
Captain of HMS Dryad, pre¬ 
sented the trophies. 


Club bowled over 



Mr Mike Slocks, of Navy cricket sponsor, Bull, looks on as 
Vice Admiral John Dun! (RNCC president) accepts a further 
boost for the club from Mr Mike Scott, of Sportsmatch. 

NAVY REIGNS 
SUPREME 
CANOE POLO 

WHEN the RAF Cranwell pool sprang a leak - or some 
such problem - shortly before the Inter Service Canoe 
Polo Championships were due to be held there, the venue 
was switched to HMS Cochrane instead. 



NAVY Cricket has been 
granted £2,500 by Sports- 
match, a body funded by the 
National Heritage Depart¬ 
ment, with a brief to foster 
cricket at grass roots level. 

This money is in addition to 
the £6,000 the club receives each 
year for new equipment from 
Bull Information Systems. 

And to cap it all, the RNCC 
has announced that Les 
Lenham, ex-Sussex county play¬ 
er, now regarded as one of the 
country’s four top coaches, is to 
join up as coaching consultant. 

CPO Paul Barsby, RN cricket 
captain, said Bull's generous and 
continuing support, the money 
from Sportsmatch and the new 
coaching consultancy combined 
to give the club a great boost. 

Said Mr Lenham, “ There's a 
great deal of cricketing talent 
within the Royal Navy and t am 
looking forward to adding what 
experience I can to the club. 
Many young men joining the 
Navy have played cricket to a 
high level at school and, indeed, 
county and even junior interna¬ 
tional level. 

“Paul and I will be embarking 
on a tour to encourage both 
those talented players and others 
with little or no previous experi¬ 
ence to join and actively partici¬ 
pate in the club.' 1 



Something to 
crow about 

HMS INVERNESS’ football team gave an impressive per¬ 
formance to triumph over the much-favoured HMS 
Walney side in the Third Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron’s Squadex sports event, held at RAF 
Macrahannish. 

Commander MCM3, Cdr dames Humphrys, presented the 
Squadron Cock Trophy to “Celtic daft" LCK Bernie Cresswell, 
captain of the winning team. 


Lt Brian Mount joy stepped 
in as organiser and had the 
satisfaction of seeing both 
Navy men's teams reach the 
semi-finals and Navy A win 
emphatically overall. 

This year, the sixth the 
competition had been held, 
included a ladies' event tor 
the first time. It wasn't very 
well supported, but it is 
hoped it will come into its 
own at the next champi¬ 
onship, to be held at Devizes. 

Opportunities 

RN B reached their semi¬ 
final against RN A having 
been their only opponents to 
score against them through¬ 
out the tournament. But RN 
A gave them few opportuni¬ 
ties in the semi-final and won 
it 6-1. 

In the other semi-final 
Army A beat RAF A 1 -0. RN A 
carried out a clinical destruc¬ 
tion of Army A in the final, 
winning it 9-0. In the ladies' 
final the Army beat the RAF 7- 
0 . 

The Navy A team com¬ 
prised LWEM(R) Ally Ram¬ 


say (Neptune), Mne Ernie 
Rosenquest (Neptune), LAEA 
Gus Gusterson (Daedalus), 
Mne Dougi McDonald (RM 
Arbroath), and CpI Nick 
Redshaw (RM Stonehouse). 

Canoe polo is usually 
played in swimming pools 
between teams of five play¬ 
ers. Goals are scored by 
throwing a football - or flick* 
ing it with a paddle * into a 
1.5m xlm metal-framed goal, 
hung 2m above the water. 
Players wear helmets with 
wire visors and padded buoy¬ 
ancy aids for protection, it is 
not a game for the faint heart¬ 
ed! 

Forthcoming fixtures in¬ 
clude: May 18, RN canoe polo 
championships at HMS 
Raleigh; June 29, Inter- 
Service championships at 
Devizes; July 6, Hull Open 
International; July 27-28, 
Combined Services team to 
play in the regional champi¬ 
onships. 

• Anyone interested in the 
sport should contact Lt Brian 
Mountjoy on HMS Neptune 
ext 8412 or LWEM(R) Ally 
Ramsay on HMS Neptune ext 
4070 or 4458. 



Portsmouth Command winning table tennis team - with competition organiser LPT Dick Treacy 
(left) and Capt. Charles Crawford (third left) are CPOWEA Pete Eggbeer, LPT Filo Beddow, 
POWEM(R) Steve Reilly and CPOWEA Steve Berry. 

Collingwood pip Nelson 
for Command team title 


PORTSMOUTH Command table tennis championships took place at HMS Collingwood and 
although several Navy representative players were unable to attend there was a good turn out of 
both male and female players. 

In the men's team event 
Collingwood and Nelson ha tiled 
for supremacy, with Collingwood 
emerging as overall winners by a 
single point. Sultan and Excellent 
were joint third and Dryad fin- 


RN Women held their own 
inter-unit championship and 
HMS Sultan pipped the home 
side for first place. Dryad came 
third, followed by Daedalus, 
Nelson, Drake and Neptune. 


Lshcd fifth. 

The men s singles final saw top 
seed POWEMfR) Steve Reilly 
(current Navy No l) defeat No 2 
seed CPOWEA Taff Reha in 
straight sets. They met again in 
; dot " 


PLACE IN FINAL ASSURED 


IN THEIR second mutch of 
the SW Counties football 
championship, the Navy were 
keen to build on the success 
at Gwent, and in an enter¬ 
taining game beat Wiltshire 
6-3, writes Lt Cdr Jim 
Danks , 

L M E M Pel e r G a m ble (Sou 1 h - 
amplon) opened the scoring in 
the seventh minute, heading 
home a corner taken by Dol¬ 
phin's LPT Paul Willetts. 
Wiltshire equalised, hut POPT 
Steve Riley (DNPTS) I hen 
restored the lead with a shot 
from close range after l he Wilts 
defenders failed to clear AEM 
Craig Robinson's (Heron) cor¬ 
ner. " 

Pressure 

The county side kepi up ihe 
pressure. Inti CPOWEA Sieve 
Johnson (Sheffield) scored to 
make it 3-L The deficit was 
reduced to a single goal five min¬ 
utes later after the Naw conced¬ 


ed a penalty. 

Wiltshire came strongly into 
the second half and the game 
flowed from end to end. But in 
the 7ltth minute Sgt Russ Wilson 
(CTCRM) scored the evening's 
best goal - a fine glancing head¬ 
er. Goals from CPO Will Flint 
(Heron) and POPT Nick Haigh 
(Collingwood) in the last ten 
minutes brought up ihc half 
dozen. 

Rewarded 

Consistent pressure from Ihc 
Prison Service in the first half of 
their match against the Naw at 
Newbold Revel was rewarded 
with a goal just before half lime. 

Two fine chances to increase 
l ha I lead early in the second half 
were denied bv OM tan 
Thompson (Neptune), making 
his debul in ihe Navy goal. The 
Navy rallied with two goals in as 
many minutes, courtesy of 
Johnson and Haigh. to win ihe 
maldi 2-1. 

On a hiiterlev cold afternoon 


the RN achieved a very impor¬ 
tant victory over Cornwall in the 
SWCC by HI. 

Twenty minutes into the game 
Steve O'Neil took a corner on the 
left, which the goalkeeper 
punched clear. It fell to Steve 
Riley, whose left foot volley from 
Ihe edge of Ihe area flew past 
three defenders on the line, 

Cornwall had (he chance to 
level Ihe scores in the second half 
when they were awarded a penal¬ 
ty for an alleged push in the area, 
but Andy Meeds brilliantly saved 
the resulting spot kick, diving to 
his left. 

The Navy held out to earn 
their first victory against 
Cornwall in four seasons, and go 
1o the lop of their group in the 
SWCC. 

Secure 

Keen to maintain their 100 per 
cent record - 11 wins in 11 
matches - the RN took on 
Somerset at Burnaby Road in the 
penultimate game in their section 


of the SW Counties competition. 
A win would secure them a place 
in the final with a game to spare 
- and win it they did, 3-2. 

Man of the match O’Neil 
caused the Somerset defence 
constant problems with his strong 
runs into their penalty area. It 
was no surprise when he was 
brought down in the 20th minute. 
Steve Riley converted ihe penal¬ 
ty awarded. 


Ragged 


Somerset upped the tempo 
and under the non-stop pressure 
the Navy defence became 
increasingly ragged and conced¬ 
ed the equaliser in the 43rd 
minute. 

Somerset were clearly still on 
top as the second half began and 
h was against the run of play 
when the Navy went ahead; Russ 
Wilson finishing off one of the 
RN's few r attacking moves with a 
low drive from close range. 

Confidence restored, the Navy 
played their best football of the 


game and Steve Johnson added 
their third goal, Somerset pulled 
one back, but couldn't keep the 
Navy from a 12th successive win. 

As group winners the Navy will 
play at home at Burnaby Road in 
the final on either April 24 or 27. 
The remaining match against 
Devon will be played at Tavistock 
on March 25 at 1930. 

Coming fixtures at Burnaby 
Road arc March 3 (1100) Inter 
Services youth match v Army; 
March 6 (1930) Inter Services 
(seniors) v RAF and March 10 
(1400) CSFA Youth v FA Colts 
XL On March 20 (1930) ihe 
Army play the Navy at Aldershot; 
and on March 25(1930) it's RN v 
Devon at Tavistock. 

Navy Cup semi-finals: March 
13 CTCRM v HMS Neptune 
and HMS Sultan v HMS 
Excellent. March 27 Cup Final. 

• As current Inter Service 
champions, the Navy side would 
particularly welcome support at 
their March 6 (home) and March 
20 games as they battle to retain 
the title. 


the doubles final. Reilly and part¬ 
ner CPOWEA Steve Berry nar¬ 
rowly defeated Reha and 
CPOWEA Pete Eggbeer in 
three sets. 

Thanks go to Capt Charles 
Crawford for hosting the event 
and presenting the prizes and to 
LPT Dick Trcacy for organising 
the competition. 

The Inter-Command and Navy 
Championships will also take 
place at HMS Collingwood on 
March 9 and 10. Players of all 
standards are encouraged to 
attend. For further details con¬ 
tact LPT Dick Treacy (Calling- 
wood ext 2233 / 2625) or CPO 
Taff Reha PNB ext 23646/ 2531L 


INDOOR 

HOCKEY 

IT WAS not to be the 
Senior Service's year at the 
Inter-Service Women’s In¬ 
door Hockey Tournament, 
despite the fact it was host¬ 
ed by the Navy at HMS 
Collingwood, The Army 
won trie event - having 
beaten the RN 6-3 and the 
RAF 1-0 on penalties - and 
Fit Lt Julie Parry RAF was 
named best player overall. 
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EX-ROYAL Marine Fete 
Goss (above) is to com¬ 
pete in the Vendee Globe 
Challenge, yachting s pre¬ 
mier single-handed, non¬ 
stop round the world race. 

When it sets oft from Les 
Sables d'Olonne, France, on 
November 3, Pete will be sail¬ 
ing a 5.5 tonne, 50 footer, 
called Aqua Quorum . 

The yacht, under construc¬ 
tion in Plymouth, has been 
designed by Adrian Thomp¬ 
son and incorporates a revo¬ 
lutionary swing keel. 

Pete, who honed his sail¬ 
ing skills during nine years in 
the Corps, believes the com¬ 
pact craft will be a match for 
larger boats in the race. His 
courage in taking on the 
world in so small a yacht has 
won him much support - 
plus £50,000 from the Found¬ 
ation for Sport and the Arts. 

With more than 200,000 
sea miles - including one cir¬ 
cumnavigation of the globe - 
behind him, Pete has earned 
many awards, including one 
from the RN Sailing Assoc¬ 
iation, recognising his exem¬ 
plary seamanship. 



OF OVER 200 staff at the US 
Navy and Marines Corps 
Intelligence Training Centre 
in Dam Neck, Virginia, 
CPO(EW)(0) Oilly Gilchrist 
(above) has been named 
Junior {35 and under!) 
Athlete of the Year. 

First non-US Serviceman 
to win the award, Gilly cap¬ 
tained the NMITC golf team, 
completed the USMC Mara¬ 
thon (during which he raised 
$1,000 for British and US 
paralysed ex-Service person¬ 
nel), and won the base bad¬ 
minton competition, among 
other sporting achievements. 

Summer will see him com¬ 
plete his two-and-a-half years 
as an operational intelligence 
instructor at Dam Neck and 
bound for sea service on 
board HMS Illustrious. 



LPT Glenn Miller (above) has 
won the Tyrwhift-Bettridge 
Trophy, awarded annually to 
the PT judged to have done 
most to further physical, 
recreational and adventurous 
training within his or her unit. 
Glenn was singled out for the 
full and varied training he has 
laid on for HMS London's 'Tit¬ 
ties and fatties" during her 
Adriatic deployment. 



NA(METOC) Dave Ball hands off an American challenge. Picture: AB Henessey 


Americans trounced in Malta 


AFTER seven weeks at sea in the Adriatic the¬ 
atre, HMS London made a port visit to Malta. 

Football, hockey, cricket, tennis and golf 
matches were all eagerly played, but rugby 
proved the real eye-opener. 

Opposition for the Type 22 frigate's XV was 
drawn from the 5,000-strong ship's company of 


the USS America. The aircraft carrier was also 
on a routine visit to the island. 

The Brits should have been completely wal¬ 
loped if numbers were taken into account - the 
carrier's ship's company equalled the popula¬ 
tion of three Maltese villages - but experience 
told and London won the game 44-3. 
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RECORD CROWD 
EXPECTED AT 
ARMY v NAVY 


WITH JUST weeks left until the start of the Navy's defence of 
the Inter-Services Championship at Twickenham, ticket sales 
indicate that a record crowd will he there to cheer on the Dark 
Blue, writes Cdr Jonathan Dingle. 


The Army-Navy match, which 
kicks off al I5CK1 on Saturday, 
March 30, at the Rugby Football 
Union's wonderful new stadium, 
attracted some 15,000 people last 
year. This year up to 25,000 are 
expected. 

Coachloads 

RNRU secretary and ticket 
sales supremo Lt Cdr Clive 
La mbs he ad, of HMS Temeraire, 
said. "It's fantastic! Everyone 
wants to he al the game. We have 
corporate hospitality, groups of 
schoolchildren, 5tJ or more 
coachloads from ships and estab¬ 
lishments and thousands of ordi¬ 
nary rugby supporters." 

Ticket prices help explain this 
- bought from the RNRU they 
cost just £10 for an adult. £5 for a 


child under 18 and £20 for a fam¬ 
ily ticket for two adults and two 
children. These are for seats in 
the new East and West stands 
and compares with normal RFU 
prices of £28 for a ticket. 

“The Navy's rugby is a good 
enough reason for going,” said 
Clive. "The side has rarely played 
better and has had a string of 
exceptional performances and 
results in the build up, 

“But more than that. the day 
offers an England Students 
match against the Combined 
Services Under 2Is. marching 
bands, enormous social activity 
in the West car park and the 
AFFAS competition for the best 
lunchtime gathering.” 

• Anyone wanting tickets 
should ring Clive La mbs head on 
PNB 24193 (01705 724193). 


NEW STAND 
OPENED AT 
HMS DRAKE 

A FOOTBALL match 
between HMS Drake 
and Britannia Royal 
Naval College was 
played under the new 
floodlights and viewed 
from the new stand at 
Drake's turf football 
pitch. 

The new facilities, offi¬ 
cially opened by Flag 
Officer Plymouth, Vice 
Admiral Sir Roy Newman, 
means Drake now has 
flood! ighting and 120- 
seater stands at both turf 
and astroturf pitches. 

The improvements, to¬ 
gether with the new phys¬ 
ical training and recreati- 
ion centre, due to open in 
mid-October, will give the 
establishment and the 
South West the facilities 
needed to attract RN and 
other prestigious matches 
and sports events. 

Meanwhile, the Drake v 
BRNO game, watched by 
members of the Devon 
Wednesday League com¬ 
mittee, was won 2-0 by the 
home side. 



Mounted Marine: LCpI Grenville Waddington turns out for the 
Royal Navy in the annual match against the Army, the Bundle 
Cup, played at Tidworth. The Navy won 3-4 in 1995. 


Riders urged 
to give polo 
a chance... 


PERSONNEL at all levels are 
exciting sport of polo. 

A number of introductory 
courses have been held success¬ 
fully over the past few years by 
the RN Polo Association and 
the next is to take place at 
Tidworth, Hampshire, from 
April 8 to April 12, Basic polo 
instruction and an insight into 
the rules and tactics of this com- 
lex. contact sport will be given 
y an approved Hurlingham 
Po I o Assotiation (H PA) coach, 
Those completing the course 
will be able to participate in RN 
polo events thoughout the sea¬ 
son at Tidworth, home of 
Combined Services’ polo, where 
players of ali levels of expertise 
are catered for. 

The course, open to RN per¬ 
sonnel and dependants, is sub¬ 
sidised by the Combined Services 
Polo Assoc i al i on and costs £ 175 
per person. External applicants 
would be charged £250. 

Service accommodation can 
he made available and polo kit 


encouraged to have a go at the 

will be provided, but individual 
rtding equipment wilt be 
required. Applicants should be at 
least competent riders - they 
should, for example, be able to 
gallop without thinking about it. 

Stabling 

Some RN polo players use 
their own horses, others rely on 
the Navy's ponies, which are sta¬ 
bled at Tidworth Park, The polo 
season runs from April to 
September and there are match¬ 
es each week. Highlight of the 
season is the Run die Cup, the 
annual Army-Navy match. 

Personnel interested in the 
course or any other aspect of the 
sport should contact Lt lan 
An nett, RNPA Secretary, Office 
of Flag Officer Surface Flotilla. 
2-6 The Parade, HM Naval Base 
Portsmouth PO I 3NA. Tele¬ 
phone PNB ext 26526 or (BT) 
01705 726526, 


Nationwide call to Navy motorcyclists 


A RECOGNISED Naval sports dub, the RN Motorcycle 
Club exists to promote the cause of safe motorcycling in the 
Service and provides a focus for motorbike enthusiasts wher¬ 
ever they may be serving. 


Since 1980 the club has had 
its HO at the Grange, HMS 
Sultan, but there are also 
branches at Rosyth, Faslane, 
Yeovil ion, Cu Id rose and 
Plymouth. 

Membership stands at 
around 200 - the majority being 
in the Portsmouth area - and 
includes serving and retired RN 
personnel and affiliated civil¬ 
ians, plus families. 

The club is active throughout 
the year, even in the depths of 
winter, and publishes a bi¬ 
monthly newsletter. There are 
regular social events, including 
barbecues, skittles nights, 
quizzes and treasure hunts, and a 
Rider of the Year trophy is 
awarded, 

RNMC is able to offer excel¬ 
lent rates on compulsory basic 
training and advanced training 
with its resident instructor, com¬ 


petition racing, motocross and 
trials, club discounts and a 
wealth of experience. 

Two major events arc held 
each year - the Jack Tar Rally 
and the Round UK Tour. The 
former is usually held in July at 
Horsea Island and some 250 
bikes take part. 

Fund-raiser 

The lour (in November) is a 
fund-raiser for the BBC's 
Children in Need Appeal. Over 
the past six years it has brought 
in £50jODQ for the charity. 

Club membership is growing 
with the resurgence of motorcy¬ 
cling as an alternative, efficient 
means of transport. Membership 
costs £10 a year. Contact the club 
on HMS Raleigh ext 41259/ 
41264 (01752 811259) for details. 



CPO(OPS)(S)(SM) Barry Bishop, a member of the Royal Navy Motorcycle Club, is currently rac¬ 
ing speedway for Peterborough second team. 
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o die in 
Harrier 
crash 

TWO died when a Sea 
Harrier of 899 Sqn crashed 
in thick fog nol far from 
Churchstanton* Somerset. 

The pitot of the T-4 trainer 
from RNAS Yeovil ton , Lt Cdr 
Mike Auckland, was killed with 
CPO Stephen Brookes while on 
a training flight. 

Earlier* an FA2 Sea Harrier 
from HMS Illustrious crashed 
into the Adriatic while returning 
from an operational sortie over 
Bosnia* 

The pilot ejected and was 
recovered uninjured hy a Sea 
King helicopter from the ship, 
then 30 mites north-west of Bari 
in Italy. 

An investigation is being held. 

Jutland man 
dies days 
after 100th 

JUTLAND centenarian Fred 
Pedeity has died, less than three 
weeks after Navy News reported 
his UKlth birthday, which he cel¬ 
ebrated on February 4 r 

Mr Pedelty was the last 
Jutland veteran who served in 
the seaplane carrier HMS 
Engadtne during the battle* He 
died suddenly of a heart attack 
on February 18. 

One of the youngest sailors to 
fight in the battle also died last 
month at the age of 94. Ernie 
Cross, an officer cadet in the bat¬ 
tleship HMS Thunderer, joined 
the ship the night before she 
sailed to take part in the hattle* 
Later he served in HMS Cairo 
in the Gulf and on the China 
Station, before being invalided 
out of the Navy in 192L 

Wren killed 
on rail line 

A WREN steward serving on 
hoard HMS Invincible was killed 
when she was hit by a train while 
on leave in the Isle of Wight, 
WSTD Elizabeth Lancaster 
(25) died instantly on the railway 
line near Brading station at 9.15 
pm on Janumy 29. She was sin¬ 
gle and came from Sheffield. 


WCHMQHQ 



PLEDG^H 
HSH PATROLS 

|NEW RULES governing fishin g in the Irish Sea will be vigorously enforced by the 


Navy, said Fisheries Minister 
vessel HMS Alderney* 

Mr Baldry said that 
although no Spanish trawlers 
had yet been seen in the UK 
waters of the so-called Irish 
Box, they would come at 
some stage - **but the Royal 
Navy will be there to ensure 
that they are properly policed 
and the rules arc obeyed. 1 ' 

The Navy was the first line of 
defence against illegal fishing and 
had proved itself very effective 
many times over the years. 

“The concerns of British fish- 
erhmen over access to the Box 
are understandable/’ he said, 
“However, I am confident that 
the Royal Navy and the Ministry's 
Sea Fisheries Inspectorate wilt 
vigorously enforce the rules .,. 

“With vessels like the Alderney 


Pony Baldry during a visit to the fishery protection 


on patrol, together with our sur¬ 
veillance aircraft, which make 
regular flights over the Box, it 
would he an extremely foolish 
Spanish skipper who deliberately 
tried to break the rules," 

Ship of the Fishery Protection 
Squadron have been patrolling 
the Box since January 1 when the 
new rules came into force permit¬ 
ting Spanish vessels greater 
access. 

However, as there were no 
Spanish vessels being sighted in 
the Box, Alderney spent some of 
her time in the South West 
Approaches before taking a 
stand-off in Swansea* 

During January, and in some 
very bad weather, she boarded a 
total of 32 vessels - British, 
Spanish, French and Belgian, 


SKILL REWARDS GIVEN GO-AHEAD 


• From front page 

-elusions have been reached in 
several key areas and have been 
endorsed bv Ministers, 

Proposals which have been 
agreed following nine months of 
deliberation by Service study 
groups include; 

•IXTckipment of a person¬ 
nel strategy to he steered by 
top-level, iri-Service groups. 

•A revised three-stage 
career for officers* 

•A new job evaluation 
system to be introduced 
before the end of this year. 

•Greater equity of treat¬ 
ment between married and 
single personnel in the case of 
allowances and charges - 
although practical details will 
have to await further study, 

•The principle of a In- 
Service agency to deliver 
pay. The arrangement could 
be in place by April next year* 
Belt's proposals that the rales 
of PO, CPO and CCPO be 
merged will not he implemented* 
However, the rate of Ordinary 
Seaman will be combined with 
that of Able Seaman (AB), per¬ 
haps within the next two years. 

Recognition of experience and 
levels of competence will be 
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retained by a designation similar 
to the current 1st and 2nd Class, 
Possible merger of the Chief 
and Charge Chief rates will be 
kept under review in the long 
term, and wilt not take place for 
at least five years. 

The only other rank changes 
will be the phasing out of the five- 
star rank {Admiral of Ihe Fleet) 
in peacetime, and conversion of 
commodore to substantive rank 
to which captains will be selected. 

The revised rank struc¬ 
tures will be supported by 
the new job evaluation 
scheme and the proposed 
new pay system under 
which each rank will have a 
related pay range with a 
number of incremental 
steps. 

Progress up the steps will 
depend on time and experience, 
qualifications and skills, profes¬ 
sional and leadership courses 
passed, and satisfactory assess¬ 
ment* 

Performance pay 

There will be a “looser cou¬ 
pling" between rank and pay so 
that if individuals were doing 
their iobs to a high standard, but 
could not gain promotion 
because of a lack of roster vacan¬ 
cies, they could expect to receive 
a rise that would put them on a 
par with those on the bottom pay 
rung of the next higher rate* 

The group which will steer the 
personnel stategy has already 
been formed and held its first 
meeting in December* Called the 
Finance, Planning and Manage¬ 
ment Group (Service Personnel), 
it is chaired by the Chief of the 


Defence Staff with all Service 
chiefs as members. 

The Principal Personnel 
Officers Committee - on which 
the Second Sea Lord sits - has 
been refilled the Services 
Personnel Policy Board. 

In a signal to Gmimanding 
Officers, the Second Sea Lord 
(Admiral Sir Michael Boyce), 
said that work towards a person¬ 
nel strategy has produced a set of 
guidelines which will serve as a 
common framework for all three 
Services. 

Commissions 

On officers' careers, the Navy 
proposes a Ihrce-slage structure - 
an initial commission of eight 
years for the Royal Marines and 
12 for the RN followed by selec¬ 
tive transfer to a career commis¬ 
sion taking them to around the 
age of 411. Finally, there would be 
selection for a full-term commis¬ 
sion to 55. 

For ratings, the success 
of open engagement has 
persuaded the Service that 
a two-stage structure is the 
better option. 

This would mean an engage¬ 
ment to about the age of 40 fol¬ 
lowed by selection for a second 
engagement to a normal retire¬ 
ment age of 55, which is unlikely 
io apply to those serving at pre¬ 
sent. 

Further work to agree career 
incentives is seen as a major pri¬ 
ority. 

On pensions, Belt proposed 
that for those who join the 
Services in Ihe future, payment of 
an immediate pension before the 
age of 50 should end* In his sig¬ 


Police seeking 
sword’s owner 

POLICE in Glasgow have 
asked Navy News Tor help in 
tracing the owner of a Naval 
officer's ceremonial sword 
and scabbard found among a 
collection of weapons seized 
following a major investiga¬ 
tion in the city* 

The Wilkinson sword, 
worth El ,000, was one of five 
sold to retailers E. Owens of 
Plymouth on May 5,1982* 

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact Sgt Angus 
Maclver, or DC Sheila Gall¬ 
oway at Pollock Police Office, 
tel. 0141 883 0491. 


nal, Admiral Boyce said that any 
package of incentives designed to 
replace the immediate pension 
must be at least as effective in 
encouraging personnel to remain. 

“Work to produce a more flex¬ 
ible package of bonuses, resettle¬ 
ment provision and other incen¬ 
tives related to training accredita¬ 
tion and job seeking, is being 
explored,” he said* 

On the question of allowances, 
the detailed rules of Boarding 
School Allowance are being stud¬ 
ied to ensure that it is properly 
targeted on to those who arc gen¬ 
uinely mobile. 

Work will also progress over 
the next few months on pay-as- 
you-dine proposals over food 
charges* as well as the review’s 
highly-charged recommendation 
that free leave travel for Service 
personnel should cease* 

‘Important work’ 

Admiral Boyce said there had 
been some suggestion that the 
Services had rejected the Bctl 
Review, but this was not the case* 
“His work is an important catalyst 
to addressing many areas that 
needed to be re-examined * *. 

" I believe the RN is well placed 
so far in the proposals that are 
emerging from the work of the 
variou*s study teams, and 
although there are many areas 
which still have to be addressed, I 
and my Navy Board colleagues 
are content that we are moving in 
the right direction 

• Navy News will carry an 
interview with the First Sea Lord 
after the definitive announce¬ 
ment on the Bett Review is made 
in the summer* 



Enriched 

welcome 

THREE Richmonds in 
Richmond - (t-r) the Mayor 
of Richmond. Virginia, 
Leonidas Young Jr: the 
Mayor of Richmond-upon- 
Thames. Bob Young: the 
Mayor of Richmond, 
Yorkshire* Katherine Carr: 
with the Commanding Off¬ 
icer of HMS Richmond, 
Cdr Andrew Underwood. 

The picture was taken 
by PO(Phot) Dizzy de Silva 
when the Richmond 
arrived In London to 
accepl format adoption by 
Ihe borough of Richmond 
which in 1992 donated a 
Mayor s Audit coin to be 
placed beneath her keel 
when it was laid* 

The adoption ceremony 
included a parade includ¬ 
ing the Royal Marines 
Band of Flag Officer 
Portsmouth, Sea Cadets, 
and residents of the Royaf 
Star and Garter Home for 
disabled ex-Servicemen. 


Renown 
makes 
her exit 

I IMS Renown, has become 
BritaifTs thi ril Ptifuris suhma- 
rine to decommission, haul¬ 
ing down her White Ensign 
for the last time at Clyde 
Naval Base on February 24. 

Renown will now join 
Resolution and Revenge at 
Rosyth for eventual disposal, 
leaving Repulse to continue until 
later this year* 

Principal guests at the short 
decommissioning ce remony 
were Lord Hcaly and Lady 
Healy. who when her husband 
was Defence Secretary, launched 
the boat in 19fi7. 

Fall sailor out 
of hospital 

THE SAILOR who suffered 
spinal injuries when he fell 28ft 
after a mast manning display has 
left Stoke Mandeville Hospital* 
Buckinghamshire, in a wheel¬ 
chair* 

LS Paul (Tbg) Wilson was 
paralysed from the waist down as 
a result of his injuries. He fell 
while descending a rope after 
standing at the top of the 90fl 
mast as the “button boy". 

Invitation to 
Federation 

TO MARK its fifth anniversary, 
the Federation of Naval 
Associations is inviting represen¬ 
tatives of member and non- 
meniber associations to its annu¬ 
al meeting at the Nautical Club, 
Birmingham on April 13. 

About 50 associations arc 
members of the FNA* Contact 
Chris Wilkinson, Membership 
Secretary, Federation of Naval 
Associations, 45 Kinross 
Crescent, Great Barr, Birming¬ 
ham* B43 7PU. 






NawNews 

MONTHLY QUIZ 
ENTRY FORM 


CASH PRIZES TO BE WON! 


A specially devised Navy News Monthly Quiz is featured in the 
1996 Navy News Calendar. Readers of Navy News and users of 
the 1996 Tower of ihe Sea' Calendar are invited to lake part in 
the Quiz with the winners receiving prizes donated hy Navy 
News. 

Each monthly leaf of the 1996 Calendar poses a question* the 
answer to which is revealed by possessing a knowledge of naval 
matters or careful reading of the Navy News 1996 Calendar* 

Test yourself and pay careful attention to each calendar leaf! 

The questions wifi be reprinted in Navy News for the 
appropriate month (March question shown here). 

Each monthly issue of Navy New s throughout 1996 will contain 
an entry form for that month's question. 

1)0 NOT SEND YOUR ENTRY IN YET! 

When all twelve original entry forms have been completed, 
contestants should submit them together in one envelope to 
arrive at the offices of Navy New r s not later than 31 March 1997. 

Entries with all twelve correct answers will be entered in a prize 
draw' conducted at Navy News offices in April 1997. Winners 
will be announced in the May 1997 issue of Navy News. The 
first name drawn will receive a prize of £300* There w ill be a 
jrize of £100 for the second name drawn and eight 
fu (1 he r con so I a t ion pri ze s of £25. 

.So just for fun* lest your knowledge of naval 
^matters and w in yourself a prize. 

Write y our answer here 



If 


NAME .. 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 
TEL. NO. .. 

Kw(t ihu tnupim hi j ulc j?Lk:c uiiiiI you luvc l ol leUed nil twelve 


Judges dmsttin Witt he final. No tonesporuieme wilt be entered into. Employees or rektmrs of 
Nmy News Huff are tttrtigiNc fur this i/uiz 
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